
NRC INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TRIP REPORT 
 

Traveler, Office, Division, Phone Number: 
Scott Moore, OIP, 301-415-7875 
Jenny Tobin Wollenweber, OIP, ECIO, 301-415-2328 
 
Subject: 
Meeting on the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources for States 
which have not yet expressed political support 
 
Dates of Travel and Countries/Organizations Visited: 
July 11-13, 2011 at the IAEA in Vienna, Austria 
 
Desired Outcome: 
Discuss the impediments perceived or experienced by countries that have not yet made political 
commitments to the Code and what assistance the IAEA and NRC might be able to provide to 
assist States’ technical programs to implement the principles of the Code.  
 
Results Achieved: 
One country (Jamaica) announced that the political commitment had been made the previous 
week and a few other countries mentioned that the higher levels of their respective governments 
had expressed support for the provisions in the Code so they were well on the way to making 
the political commitment.  Additionally, no substantive concerns or obstacles were raised to 
States expressing support for the Code.  Some States did not fully understand the legal status 
of the Code and were unclear if there were pre-requisites to making a political commitment.   
 
Many States felt that stronger arguments were needed to market the Code to upper levels of 
management and policy makers.  The IAEA will address these concerns on a bilateral basis and 
consider putting together a brochure noting the advantages for making a commitment to the 
Code and implementing it harmoniously across member States.  The NRC, IAEA and other 
meeting participants provided clarification on the legal status of the Code and the main 
provisions contained therein.  The group also discussed various mechanisms that might be 
useful to raise awareness of the Code with State policy makers. 
 
Summary of Trip: 
The meeting was held July 11-13, 2011 and included 51 representatives from 32 countries.  A 
number of States presented their respective countries’ programs for the safety and security of 
risk-significant radioactive sources.  Additionally, a few States that had recently committed to 
the Code shared their experiences working with State policymakers to make the formal 
commitment required by the IAEA.  Presentations made by the U.S. and Canada, as major 
exporting States, encouraged global implementation of the principles of the Code in order to 
harmonize international safety and security practices.  After extensive discussions, the meeting 
participants did not identify substantive concerns or obstacles to expressing support for the 
Code.   



 
One key idea that many States supported was that the benefits of making the political 
commitment should be conveyed by the IAEA to country high-level policymakers to elevate the 
Code and its provisions.  Many of the countries (that had not yet made a political commitment to 
the Code) had implemented the key provisions of the Code but had not been able to raise the 
awareness of importance of the document within their governments.  A few States noted that 
technical assistance from both the IAEA and NRC have been useful and further support is 
needed to continue development of their respective regulatory programs.   
 
NRC also gave a presentation regarding potential changes to the Guidance on Import and 
Export which was discussed at the May 2011 Technical Meeting.  Potential changes would have 
a minimal impact on attending States since they had not yet made commitments to the Code or 
Guidance.   
 
Pending Actions/Planned Next Steps for NRC: 
Upon the interest of various States, OIP will evaluate the needs/requests and potentially offer 
technical assistance to address regulatory matters in the safety and security of radioactive 
sources through its International Assistance Program.   
 
Points for Commission Consideration/Interest: 
None 
 
Attachments: 
Summary Meeting Note from the Chair 
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