
August 9, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
Anthony L. Patko, Director 
Licensing Engineering 
NAC International 
3930 East Jones Bridge Road, Suite 200 
Norcross, GA 30092 
 
SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF 10 CFR 72.236(k)  
 
Dear Mr. Patko:  
 
On August 9, 2010 (ML102300158), NAC International (NAC) notified the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) of an apparent violation of 10 CFR 72.236(k), Specific 
requirements for spent fuel storage cask approval and fabrication, which requires that the 
certificate holder include the empty weight of the cask system on the nameplate, which is 
attached to the cask system.  On October 4, 2010, NAC submitted a letter (ML102800350) 
stating that approximately 250 cask systems, loaded with spent nuclear fuel and stored on 
Independent Spent Fuel Storage Facility (ISFSI) pads at a number of facilities, contained 
inaccurate empty weight nameplate information. 
 
In the October 4, 2010 letter (ML102800350), NAC described in detail: 1) the apparent violation; 
2) how it identified that incorrect cask system empty weight was included on cask nameplates; 
3) the corrective actions taken to prevent recurrence for future cask systems manufactured and 
scheduled for use; and 4) the proposed actions for already loaded (existing) cask systems with 
the incorrect empty weight on their nameplates.  The October 4, 2010 submittal, also included 
four options for addressing the non-loaded and existing noncompliance casks systems.  By 
letter dated October 22, 2010 (ML103050304), NAC responded to a request from the staff and 
provided estimated doses for options 3 and 4, and a list of affected facilities. 
 
On August 2, 2011, NRC and NAC participated in a telephone call and discussed the proposed 
path forward to address the aforementioned noncompliance issue.  During this call, NAC agreed 
that clear records need to be maintained to avoid mishandling of the existing mis-labeled cask 
systems in the future and committed to: (1) maintaining documentation of the empty weight of 
the casks already loaded until the NRC terminates the Certificate of Compliance (CoC) as 
required by 10 CFR 72.174, Quality assurance records, (2) providing a copy of the 
aforementioned documentation to all the general licensees using casks systems under Docket 
Nos. 72-1015 and 72-1025, and (3) informing the NRC when all general licensees have 
acknowledged to NAC their receipt of the documentation and intent to clarify their individual 
ISFSI records within their Quality Assurance Programs (QAPs) as appropriate.  
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Based on the initial information provided, the additional discussions between the NRC and NAC 
on August 9, 2010 (ML102300158), September 20, 2010 (ML102660201), August 2, 2011, and 
further in-office review, the NRC has determined that a Severity Level IV violation has occurred.  
This violation was evaluated in accordance with the NRC’s Enforcement Policy.  The current 
Policy is included on the NRC's Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/enforcement/enforce-pol.html).  The NRC has 
concluded that the corrective actions agreed to by NAC as discussed above are adequate to 
address the intent of the NRC requirements.  The NRC may choose to inspect the QAPs for the 
affected CoCs, including implementation of the corrective actions taken by NAC and the general 
licensees. 
 
Because this violation was (1) identified by NAC; (2) corrected (or committed to be corrected) 
within a reasonable time period including comprehensive actions to prevent recurrence; (3) not 
willful; and, (4) not repetitive, this violation is being treated as a Non-Cited Violation (NCV), 
consistent with Section 2.3.2 of the Enforcement Policy.  If you contest the violation or 
significance of this NCV, you should provide a response within 30 days of the date of this letter, 
with the basis for your denial, to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ATTN:  Document Control 
Desk, Washington DC 20555-0001, with copies to (1) the Director, Office of Enforcement, 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington DC 20555-0001; and (2) the 
general licensees using your professional services and the storage or transportation systems 
manufactured by NAC. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's Rules of Practice, a copy of this letter, and your 
response, if you choose to provide one, will be made available electronically for public 
inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC's document system 
[Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS)], accessible from the 
NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  To the extent possible, your 
response should not include any personal privacy or proprietary, information so that it can be 
made available to the Public without redaction. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

/RA/ 
Eric Benner, Chief 
Rules, Inspections, and Operations Branch 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
  and Safeguards 

 
Docket Nos.: 72-1015, 72-1025  
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Eric Benner, Chief 
Rules, Inspections, and Operations Branch 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety  
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