July 12, 2011

Michael F. Weber

U.S.NRC

Deputy Executive Director for Materials, Waste, Research, Tribal and Compliance
Programs

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Email: Michael.Weber@nrc.gov

Good Afternoon Mr. Weber:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric
Imaging - the Image Gently Alliance. We extend an invitation to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) to join with us in the effort to raise awareness in
the imaging community of the need to image children gently, by reducing
diagnostic radiation dose. Our hope is that you will join the Alliance as an affiliate
organization by signing and returning the attached Alliance Agreement and take
part in the next steps of our Image Gently educational campaign. The campaign
kicked off January 22, 2008.

The Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging is a coalition of health care
organizations dedicated to providing safe, high quality pediatric imaging
nationwide. The primary objective of the Alliance is to raise awareness in the
imaging community of the need to adjust radiation dose when imaging children.
The ultimate goal of the Alliance is to change practice to reduce the risk of
radiation-induced disease in the community.

The Alliance has chosen to focus first on computed tomography (CT) scans. The
dramatic increase in the number of pediatric CT scans performed in the United
States in the past five years and the rapid evolution, change and availability of
CT technology and equipment well justify this Alliance strategy.

The founding members of the Alliance include the Society for Pediatric Radiology,
the American Society of Radiologic Technologists, the American College of
Radiology and the American Association of Physicists in Medicine. The founding
members aim to:

Develop educational resources for radiologists and technologists who perform CT
scans in children in the United States and globally.

Craft messages to communicate the availability of these educational resources
using a wide variety of electronic and print media and through networking with
Alliance affiliate organizations, vendor partners, health care organizations,
educational institutions and government agencies.

Designate public spokespersons from the founding member organizations to
present unified messages to the media and the public.



To reach our goals, we need the support of national organizations like the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to join us as affiliate members and
communicate Alliance messages to your members. Affiliates invited to join the
Alliance show support by agreeing to:

Endorse the primary objective of raising awareness in the imaging community of
the need to adjust radiation dose when imaging children and the ultimate goal of
changing practice.

Communicate Alliance messages through their organizations electronic and print
media on specified release dates.

Communicate the Alliances goals to their members and constituents through
mail, email, conferences, and meetings

Contribute to the body of knowledge contained on the Alliance Web site.

Refer questions and media queries to the designated public spokespersons from
the founding member organizations.

Enclosed for your consideration are the Alliance Statement of Purpose, list of
current members, and an Alliance agreement form. The February 2008 issue of
AJR includes an editorial: The Image Gently Campaign: Working Together to
Change Practice that details the Alliance Mission and the Campaign goals. If you
have any questions about our efforts, please contact Dr. Marilyn Goske, Alliance
Chair at Marilyn.Goske@cchmc.org or (513) 636-5240.

Below is the link to the new Alliance Member Organization Website.
http://pedrad.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=576

The password is nora.

We created this site to address the problem of the many Alliance Organizations
that have joined at different points after the initial campaign launch. The purpose
is to have one place where all the resources of the Alliance can be found.

If you are interested in participating in this effort, please sign, complete and
return the enclosed Alliance agreement form to us as soon as possible so we can
appropriately recognize your organization by name in future press releases,
campaign materials and on our website: www.imagegently.org. Please return
the signed Alliance Agreement to Coreen Bell the Administrative Director for
Image Gently at Coreen.Bell@cchmc.org . You may also fax this to +1-513-803-
3015.

We are certain participation by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) as an
Alliance affiliate organization will increase the impact and effectiveness of our
message and directly result in better health care for children. We hope we can
count on your partnership.



Sincerely,

Marilyn J. Goske, MD
Past Chair, SPR Board of Directors
Chair, Alliance for Radiation Safety in Pediatric Imaging
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