
 
 

August 4, 2011 
EN-11-022 
 

OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT 
 NOTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

 
Licensee: GeoConcepts Engineering, Inc.     EA -11-070 

Ashburn, VA 20147 
 
Subject:    NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND PROPOSED IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTY - 

$3,500 
 
This is to inform the Commission that a Notice of Violation and Proposed Imposition of a Civil 
Penalty in the amount of $3,500 will be issued on or about August 9, 2011, to GeoConcepts 
Engineering Inc. (GCE).  This action is based on a Severity Level (SL) III violation of 10 CFR 
30.34(i) involving the failure to maintain a minimum of two independent physical controls that 
formed tangible barriers to secure a portable gauge from unauthorized removal during a period 
when the portable gauge was not under the control and constant surveillance of the licensee, 
which may have contributed to the theft of the gauge.  Specifically, at a temporary job site at the 
Ft. Meade Army Base in Ft. Meade, Maryland, GCE stored a portable gauge in its locked transport 
container, which was secured to the inside of a locked lock box.  However, the lock box containing 
the gauge was secured with only a single independent physical control (a locked chain through the 
handle of the lock box secured to the exterior of a sea-land container).  On December 2, 2010, the 
lock box (with the locked transport case containing the portable gauge inside) was apparently 
removed from its storage location and was subsequently found by Ft. Meade Base Police on 
December 10, 2011. GCE verified that the gauge was still locked neither damaged nor leaking. 
   
On June 29, 2011, a pre-decisional enforcement conference (PEC) was held at the licensee’s 
request, to discuss the apparent violation, its significance, the root causes, and the corrective 
actions.  At the PEC, GCE contended that it provided the required two barriers to secure the 
gauge, including the lock and chain around the handle of the lock box, two independent locks on 
the lid of the lock box, and the locked transport case inside of the lock box.  Consistent with the 
enforcement policy, the staff considered the information provided by GCE during the PEC.  The 
staff maintains, however, that GCE provided only one barrier, since only one barrier was defeated 
to remove the lock box, namely, the chain securing the lock box to the exterior of the sea-land 
container.  In accordance with Section 2.3.4 of the Enforcement Policy, a base civil penalty is 
considered for a SL III violation involving the loss of a regulated material, without consideration of a 
licensee’s enforcement history, identification of the violation, or corrective action.  Therefore, to 
emphasize the importance of maintaining security and control of regulated materials, the staff is 
proposing imposition of a base civil penalty in the amount of $3,500 for the above SL III violation.  
 
It should be noted that the licensee has not been specifically informed of the enforcement action. 
The schedule of issuance and notification is: 

Mailing of Notice   August 9, 2011 
Telephone Notification of Licensee   August 9, 2011 

 
The State of Maryland and the Commonwealth of Virginia will be notified. 
 
CONTACTS:  Leelavathi Sreenivas, OE, 301-415-1285  Nick Hilton, OE, 301-415-3055 
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