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NEVADA NUCLEAR WASTE TASK FORCE, INCORPORATED 
Non-profit Public Advocacy 

 
c/o Judy Treichel      judynwtf@aol.com 
Executive Director      Phone:  702-248-1127 
4587 Ermine Court      Fax:  702-248-1128   
Las Vegas, NV  89147-5178 
 
     July 28, 2011 
 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
 
To the Members of Construction Authorization Board 4: 
 
Administrative Judge Thomas S. Moore 
Administrative Judge Paul S. Ryerson 
Administrative Judge Richard E. Wardwall 
 
Re:  Shutdown of the Licensing Support Network 
 

On July 26, 2011 the Licensing Support Network (LSN) Administrator, Daniel 
Graser advised the Construction Authorization Board (CAB) that the LSN would cease 
operations on or about August 5, 2011.  As he states in his memorandum, as of that time 
the public will no longer have access to the documents available there, “regardless of the 
status of the proceeding.”  Today you, the CAB, issued an order accepting the LSN 
Administrator’s (LSNA) announcement.  We are shocked and in disagreement with your 
decision. 
 

The Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force is a non-profit public interest organization 
providing information to the public regarding the Yucca Mountain Project.  The licensing 
process has been one of the areas where people who are interested and concerned about 
the Project have had the most questions and greatest need for assistance to understand 
what is happening. 
 

The Yucca Mountain Project, and especially the licensing phase, has been 
difficult for even parties, participants and most of all, the public to understand and 
follow.  We have relied on Clark County to know about official correspondence and other 
information.  The LSN has been a unique element of the process that allows us to have 
access to information and historical documents needed to have a clear picture of all that 
has happened and the decisions made throughout the decades regarding Yucca Mountain.  
Before it existed, and now if it is taken out of operation, our only avenue for access to 
documents or information that we cannot find elsewhere on the Internet will be the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
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Eliminating the LSN but continuing the licensing process is most unfair to those 
who are not admitted parties – those who, are not represented by attorneys and do not 
have connections with NRC or DOE to obtain information.  Both agencies claim that the 
process is open and transparent but it is not.  In your order you tell each party to retain 
new documentary material.  In addition you direct the LSNA to create a CD with cross 
referenced numbers for documents that would have to be accessed through other 
participants.  That list would be placed on the docket, out of reach from any organization 
or individual who is not an admitted party to the licensing proceedings.  Public suspicion 
warranted or not, increases whenever access to information is eliminated or made more 
difficult.  The announcement by the LSNA and the CAB’s responding order serve only to 
undermine and decrease confidence in the licensing process regarding Yucca Mountain. 
 

We understand that funds for licensing activities by NRC, DOE and the 
recognized parties will end on September 30 of this year.  If this occurs, it is anticipated 
that licensing activities would cease.  If the NRC and DOE agree that licensing will be 
terminated at that time, we would expect that the LSN would cease to exist.  However, it 
should be publicly available until all activities have permanently ended, and public access 
to information contained there must not be eliminated or made inaccessible. 

 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     Judy Treichel   
     Executive Director 

      
Cc: 
 
Daniel Graser   
      
 
      


