
July 26, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Mark Kirk 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Kirk: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of 
March 31, 2011, forwarding correspondence from Jim Lutz, Director of the Grundy County 
Emergency Management Agency.  Mr. Lutz requests your assistance in obtaining a revision to 
current practices for notifying Grundy County in the case of an emergency at the Braidwood, 
Dresden, and LaSalle nuclear power plants, which are owned and operated by Exelon 
Generating Company (Exelon or the licensee). 
 
Exelon’s primary notification point is the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).  
Exelon’s procedures, consistent with the Illinois Plan for Radiological Accidents, require the 
licensee to notify county governments simultaneously with the state only for an incident initially 
classified as a “general emergency,” which involves actual or imminent substantial nuclear 
reactor core damage or melting of reactor fuel with the potential for loss of containment.  Other 
types of events require the licensee to notify IEMA via the Nuclear Accident Reporting System 
(NARS) dedicated telephone circuit, with IEMA then utilizing NARS to notify affected counties.   
 
The NRC spoke with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) regarding Mr. Lutz’s 
request, and understands that FEMA had already discussed it with IEMA.  Based on those 
discussions, IEMA is currently coordinating with the licensee and affected counties to develop 
and implement a revised notification protocol that will expand the situations in which the 
licensee would simultaneously notify IEMA and affected counties.  FEMA advised us that it will 
formally notify Mr. Lutz of plans to implement a revised notification protocol. 
 
The NRC will monitor changes made to the licensee’s emergency notification procedures to 
ensure they do not constitute a decrease in effectiveness, and will be further evaluating the 
effectiveness of the changes to the notification protocol as part of scheduled emergency 
preparedness exercises and licensee performance indicators.  If you have any additional 
questions, please contact me or Ms. Rebecca Schmidt, Director of the Office of Congressional 
Affairs, at (301) 415-1776. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 

R. W. Borchardt 
Executive Director 
   for Operations
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