November 29, 2011

SUBJECT: SOLICITATION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS IN CY 2011

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) continues to seek to improve its approach to
inspecting and assessing the operation of commercial nuclear reactors. The Reactor Oversight
Process (ROP) approach is based upon years of inspection, regulatory, and plant operating
experience. The ROP has been in effect at all commercial operating nuclear power plants since
April 2000. It is briefly described in the attached Federal Register Notice (FRN).

To continue to improve the ROP, the NRC is requesting feedback from the public and other
external stakeholders. A summary of the survey results obtained will be included in the annual
ROP self-assessment report and will be provided to the Commission.

We welcome your comments and insights on the ROP. An electronic, fillable version of the
survey questions may be obtained from
http://www.nrc.gov/NRR/OVERSIGHT/ASSESS/2011ROPSurvey.pdf. Please send us your
response by January 13, 2012, either by e-mail to ROPsurvey@nrc.gov or via the U.S. Postal
System to:

Cindy Bladey

Chief, Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch
Office of Administration (Mail Stop: TWB-05-B01M)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555-0001

The NRC plans to discontinue mailing the hard copy notifications of future surveys. If you are
interested in receiving future survey notifications by email, please send a request to
ROPSurvey@nrc.gov.

Thank you for your interest in our Reactor Oversight Process.

/RA/
John Lubinski, Deputy Director
Division of Inspection & Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:

1. Federal Register Notice Soliciting Public Comments on the Implementation of the Reactor
Oversight Process

2. 2011 ROP External Survey
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