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SUBJECT: Reply to Notice of Violation

REFERENCE: Docket: 030-22218; License: 46-23463-01

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter documents the response of the U.S. Department of Commerce/National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA's) Pacific Marine Environmental
Laboratory (PMEL) to the violation that resulted from an NRC inspection of the
Laboratory's Radiation Safety Program on April 20, 2011. The violation is characterized
as a failure to report a leaking source in a timely manner and was reported as follows:
"...the licensee failed to file a report with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Region IV, within 5 days of the date the leak test result was known. Specifically, the
licensee received the results of a leak test revealing the presence of more than 0.005
microcurie of removable contamination on June 15, 2010, and had not filed a report to
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission by April 20, 2011, a period exceeding 5 days.
The licensee subsequently filed a report on April 26, 2011. The source, serial number 02-
001972-00, contained 15 millicurie of Nickel-63 and showed 0.033 microcurie of
removable contamination."

PMEL's response to the Notice of Violation follows:

1) Reason for the violation:

This violation occurred as the result of inexperience with the reporting requirements for a
leaking source. Under the present Radiation Safety Control Officer, there had never been
a previous source leaking greater than 0.005 microcuries. The source was not in use at
the time and was immediately removed from the gas chromatograph and sequestered, but
the report was not filed until after the violation was discovered by the NRC inspector.
The root cause for the violation was that the PMEL Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) had
not received training on how to report a leaking source.

2) Corrective steps taken and result achieved:

Subsequent to the April 20 inspection which identified the violation, the PMEL RSO
learned the proper protocols for reporting a leaking source from two sources: 1) directly, .-

from reading 10 CFR §30.50 (reporting requirements) and 2) examining leaking source
reports filed by other NOAA RSOs.

gI7
44N ET0



As stated in the notice of violation, a report was filed for this source on April 26, 2011
and re-testing of the source to determine location of leak, also showed a >0.005 XCi
result, and this was reported promptly on May 11 as a follow-up to the April 26th report.
Subsequently, a Hewlett-Packard detector under our license was found to be leaking by a
routine wipe test and was reported promptly. Both detectors have been taken out of
service and ownership for both has been transferred to C.J. Bruyn and Co., 1053 Sehome
Ave., Bellingham, WA 98229 for disposal.

In addition, the PMEL chemical hygiene intranet website has been updated to add a
section on documenting the steps to be taken if a wipe test contains greater than 0.005
RCi removable contamination. The purpose of this amendment is to provide additional
information to the general audience of chemical workers at PMEL and for the benefit of
future PMEL RSOs.

3) Corrective steps that will be taken:

All corrective actions in response to this violation have already been successfully
implemented.

4) Date when full compliance is achieved:

As noted in the violation, the report of the leak test result were reported on April 26,
2011. The change to the PMEL chemical hygiene website was made on June 24, 2011.
All reports of leaking sources have been filed.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the PMEL Radiation
Safety Officer at (206) 526-6265 or (206) 526-6800.

Sincerely,

Mark P. Koehn
Acting Director

cc: NRC Regional Administrator, Region IV


