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Re: Docket ID NRC-2009-0279, NUREG/CR-6112, "Impact of Reduced Dose Limits on
NRC Licensed Activities"

Dear Ms. Bladey:

The OAS Executive Board is pleased to offer the following comments regarding NUREG/CR-
6112, "Impact of Reduced Dose Limits on NRC Licensed Activities."

We agree with the Commission that the current NRC regulatory framework continues to
provide adequate health and safety protection for workers, the public, and the environment.

We believe that were the Part 20 regulations changed to follow ICRP Publication 103, the
impact for most byproduct radioactive material (RAM) licensees would be relatively small.
Some RAM licensees, such as industrial radiography, would have difficulty lowering their
exposures to levels specified in ICRP Publication 103. However, we believe the impact on
both state radiation control programs and certain machine produced radiation users, such as
interventional cardiologists, could be substantial.

Most states use the same exposure limits for both RAM and machine produced radiation users.
It is also quite common for a single individual to work with both RAM and machine produced
radiation. Changing 10 CFR Part 20 to lower the exposure limits for RAM users might result
in a dual limitation system in the states; one for RAM users and one for machine produced
radiation users. This would be troublesome and cumbersome, and would result in increased
costs to the regulating authority and confusion for both the regulator and the
licensee/registrant. For instance, how would a regulating agency determine where the
exposure came from if an individual works in both Radiology and Nuclear Medicine?
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If states were to maintain a single exposure limitation system, certain classes of machine
produced radiation users might decide to cease using their dosimetry if they believe it would
result in them being prohibited from working once they reach the exposure limits. This then
becomes a health and safety issue in that they no longer know what exposures they have
received. While not using dosimetry is a violation, the ultimate goal is to have rules that
regulated individuals are both able and willing to follow. Having seen no evidence that the
current exposure limits pose a health risk, it would be very difficult to convince such users that
lowering their exposures, at the cost of patient care, is a good idea.

In the end, we believe that lowering the exposure limits to levels that might result in
individuals not using dosimetry would be more of a health and safety issue than leaving them
at their current levels. We believe that 10 CFR 20.1103(b) gives the regulator adequate
authority to assure that a RAM licensee's radiation safety program is effective, and results in
the lowest radiation exposures to workers and the public that is practicable (ALARA). We,
therefore, support maintaining the current regulations for radiation exposure limits.

Thank you for the opportunity to connment on this subject. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

David Walter, OAS Chair
Alabama Office of Radiation Control
P.O. Box 303017
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-3017
Phone: 334-206-5394
Fax: 334-206-5387
Email: david.walter@ adph.state.al.us


