
 
 

July 14, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Reid: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of 
May 27, 2011, forwarding correspondence from your constituent, Mr. James Kinninger. 
Mr. Kinninger requests that the NRC not issue new reactor licenses or renew existing licensees 
until there is an independent evaluation of the recent events at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
facility in Japan. 
 
The NRC is continuing to process existing applications for new licenses and license renewal 
applications in accordance with the schedules that have been established.  We continue to 
believe that our regulatory framework and requirements provide for a rigorous and 
comprehensive license review process that examines the necessary siting, design, construction, 
and operations issues of commercial nuclear power plants.  The report of the NRC’s task force 
that was established to examine lessons learned from the events in Japan has just been issued. 
It concludes that continued operation and continued licensing activities do not pose an imminent 
risk to public health and safety.  As directed by the Commission, the recommendations of the 
task force will be taken into account in performing our review of these applications, as 
appropriate. 
 
If you need any additional information, please contact me or Ms. Rebecca Schmidt, Director of 
the Office of Congressional Affairs, at (301) 415-1776. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

      /RA by Martin J. Virgilio for/ 
 

R. W. Borchardt 
Executive Director 

            for Operations 
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