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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION RECORD 

Date:   
6/30/2011 

Time: 
 
1425 hrs  

 
Mail Control 
or  Report No(s). 

 
EA-11-123 

 
License No(s).  52-31439-01 

 
Docket No(s). 03038446 

 
Name of Licensee: 
 

 
Sierra Geotechnical Group, Inc. (SGI) 

 
Name of Participant(s): 
 

 
Carlos Sierra Perez, RSO, President; Scott Wilson, RI Health Physicist 
 

 
Telephone No. 
 

 
787-479-2300 

 
Subject: Results of Administrative Review and use of Enforcement Discretion 

Mr. Perez was called to inform him of the results of NRC’s Administrative Review involving SGI’s possession of byproduct 
material (radium-226) in portable moisture density gauges without authorization of an NRC license. 
 
I discussed with Mr. Sierra the conversation we had on May 2, 2011 in which he stated that he was unaware of the regulation 
and that Sierra Geotechnical, Inc. would 1) immediately secure the gauges in compliance with 10 CFR 30.34(i); 2) maintain the 
gauges in storage until authorized by NRC license; 3) submit an NRC license application for the gauges within 60 days; and 4) 
ensure compliance with the public dose limits in 10 CFR 20.1301, “Dose limits for individual members of the public.”  I also 
noted that Sierra Geotechnical Group, Inc. applied for a license on May 3, 2011, and that NRC license No. 52-31439-01, was 
issued on May 11, 2011. 
 
I told Mr. Sierra that based on the corrective actions taken and the fact that: 1) this was the first occurrence Sierra Geotechnical 
Inc. was involved in after November 30, 2007, the effective date of the requirement; and  2) the failure did not result in an actual 
safety, health, or security consequence; and 3) the failure was not willful; and  4) SGI was unaware of the requirement; and 5) 
SGI committed to submit an initial license application within 60 days, NRC is exercising enforcement discretion and not issuing 
a violation. 
 
I asked Mr. Sierra if he had any questions regarding what we discussed during this call and he responded that he didn’t.  He 
also stated that he was pleased with the outcome.  Mr. Sierra said they had not used the gauges because they were waiting for 
an NRC inspection before using them.  I informed Mr. Sierra that was not necessary and that they were authorized to use the 
gauges when their NRC license was issued, provided they abide by the conditions of their NRC license and the regulations. 
 
I informed Mr. Sierra that he would be receiving a letter documenting our telephone conversations and the outcome of the 
Administrative Review.  
Action Required:  Document this record in ADAMS ref. the EA#, License#, & Docket above.  Send Letter to Mr. Sierra as stated. 
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