
January 9, 1979 

Ms. Sandra A. Bast 
Lakeshore Citizens for Safe Energy 
1112 North-llth Street 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220 

In the Matter of 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation 

and Madison Gas and Electric Company 
(Kewaunee Nuclear Power Plant) 

Docket No. 50-305, Amendment to License No. DPR-43 
(Increase Spent Fuel Storage Capacity) 

Dear Ms. Bast: 

In your letter of December 11, 1978 you requested information concerning 
-the reliability of the neutron absorber plate to be used at Kewaunee and 
an explanation concerning why such information is considered proprietary.  
You also asked whether the Licensee's request for payment for document 
reproduction was 'standard procedure.  

Subsequent to your letter, the 'NRC Staff and the applicant responded 
to interrogatories from the State of Wisconsin concerning neutron absorber 
plates. You should have'received copies of those responses. In addition, 
the NRC Staff's tafety Evaluation addressed this subject. These documents 
discuss the absorber plate reliability issued. Proprietary determinations 
are made pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790. That regulation also provides a 
procedure which a party can use to obtain such information if the 
Licensing Board acts favorably on an appropriate motion.  

I am not familiar with any specific procedure governing the Licensee's 
request for payment for document,.reproduction. During disoovery, a 
party must make relevant documents available for inspection and copying.  
In most.cases, parties to a procedding make copies of documents and 
serve them on the other parties without charge. In such cases, however, 
the documents are usually short and the election is made to serve them 
to avoid undue delay or inconvenience. Such informal discovery, while 
encouraged, is not required. 10 CFR 2.741 requires the Licensee to make 
documents available for inspection and copying. The Licensee, however, 
is not required to make copies at its expense. Most of the documents 
relevant to this procedding should also be available for your use at the 
local public document room, Kewaunee Public Library, 314 Milwaukee,.  
Kewaunee, Wisconsin 54216.  
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Ms. Sandra Bast

Mr. William Cordaro has informed me that you now have received a copy of 
the NRC Safety Evaluation which was issued on December 1, 1978. I hope 
this has been responsive to your questions.  

Sincerely, 

William J. Olmstead 
Counsel to the NRC Staff

Enclosure: 
10 CFR Part 2 

cc: Service List (w/o enclcdsure) 

bcc: 
NRC Central 
LPDR 
FF (2) 
Shapar, Engelhardt 
Scinto 
Tourtellotte 
Olmstead 
Chro n 
M.Mlynczak
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