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@ @ NRC-84-85

WISCONSIN PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATION

P.O. Box 1200, Green Bay, Wisconsin 54305

May 22, 1984

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Attention: Mr. S. A. Varga, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch No. 1
Division of Licensing

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Varga:

Docket 50-305

Operating License DPR-43

Kewaunee Nuclear Power Plant

Radiological Effluent Technical Specifications

In January 1980, Wisconsin Public Service Corporation (WPSC) received a copy of
an NRC interdepartmental memorandum (Reference 1) which stated that the NRC had
completed a review of the Kewaunee Technical Specifications in light of the
model Radiological Effluent Technical Specifications (RETS) (Reference 2). The
letter further cited 'deficiencies' in the Kewaunee Technical Specifications and
recommended that WPSC be requested to submit appropriate proposed amendments.

on March 30, 1982, WPSC personnel met with members of the NRC staff to discuss
the implementation of the model RETS. At that meeting, the NRC staff explained
that the Kewaunee RETS do not meet current NRC requirements, but most likely
were in conformance with current rules. Subsequent to the meeting, WPSC was
requested, by letter dated July 13, 1982 (Reference 3), to submit within 60 days
appropriate proposed amendments to the Kewaunee Technical Specifications
addressing the RETS. WPSC consequently conducted a review of the Kewaunee
Technical Specifications to ensure that the intent of the model RETS was being
met and, if necessary, to propose the appropriate technical specification amend-
ments. The review included an evaluation of the Kewaunee Technical
Specifications, the Final Environmental Impact Statement, the Final Safety
Analysis Report, and the plant operating history and procedures. The review was
specifically directed at evaluating the ‘'deficiencies’ previously cited by the
NRC, and the results were delineated in our letter submitted to you on January
14, 1983 (Reference 4). In general, the review demonstrated that the Kewaunee
Technical Specifications adequately meet the intent of the model RETS and that
any further revisions would result in a change in format rather than in content.
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The NRC Staff, however, subsequently conducted a second review of the Kewaunee
Technical Specifications. The results of that review were transmitted to us by
letter dated April 20, 1984 (Reference 5) and concluded that the Kewaunee
Technical Specifications do not meet the requirements of the RETS. In addition,
Enclosure 1 to the aforementioned letter contained over 120 items for which
additional clarification or compliance was requested. The letter further
suggested that WPSC might request an informal appeals meeting to withdraw or
modify these requirements. The appeals meeting would be held at the Assistant
Director level.

WPSC both appreciates and desires the opportunity to meet with members of the
NRC staff regarding this issue. Accordingly, we request a meeting date of March
13, 1985. Further, we will provide you with a preliminary submittal addressing
each of the 120 items delineated in Enclosure 1 by November 15, 1984, In addi-
tion to affording WPSC the necessary time to perform a thorough review of the
Kewaunee Technical Specifications and to prepare for the appeals meeting, this
schedule will also provide members of your staff the time to review our submit-
tal. We are certain that an appeals meeting conducted under this schedule will
be beneficial to both parties and will aid in the timely resolution of this
issue.

In addition to the RETS review, your letter of April 20, 1984 also provided a
status report regarding our proposed technical specifications related to rad-
waste tank limits (Reference 6) and "Appendix J" requirements. Your letter ,
stated that because the three subjects (RETS, radwaste tank Timits and “Appendix
J" technical specifications) are related by a common thread (radioactive
effluents), the proposed technical specifications will be included as part of
the RETS review.

WPSC believes that it would be more appropriate to address these amendments
independently, and thus requests that your staff reassess the significance of
;he 'common thread' and proceed in resolving these issues.

The proposed technical specification regarding the radwaste tank 1imit was sub-
mitted in response to a suggestion by an NRC inspector and would revise the
currently restrictive technical specification to be.consistent with RETS.

The proposed "Appendix J" technical specification amendment involves filter
efficiencies of the Shield Building Ventilation System, a subject which is not
addressed in the RETS. In regards to this amendment, your letter stated:

"Our review of the proposed Appendix J Technical Specifications, your
submittals dated November 11, 1982 (ref. 5) and August 9, 1983 (ref.
7), continues. However, in respect to Technical Specification 4.4.C,
"Shield Building Ventilation System" we have concluded that the
current version of the Kewaunee Technical Specifications could not
support previous staff assumptions and, therefore, we have developed
revised specifications which could support staff assumptions of 70%
removal efficiency for organic iodine and 90% removal efficiency for
particulate and elemental iodine."
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In actuality, neither the November 10, 1982 letter (this is the correct
date of your reference 5) nor the August 9, 1983 letter revised the filter
efficiencies of the Shield Building Ventilation System. The former letter
transmitted Proposed Amendment No. 52 to the technical specifications; and
in regards to TS 4.4.c, it merely provided administrative changes.
Specifically, a typographical error was corrected and a word was revised
for clarity. The latter letter was provided to address the Containment
System Branch's Safety Evaluation Report on Proposed Amendment No. 52. The
only reference made to TS 4.4.c in this letter is a concluding statement
that "we understand that section 4.4.c, Shield Building Ventilation, of our
Proposed Amendment No. 52 is still under review".

Thus, the subject amendments regarding filter efficiencies of the Shield
Building Ventilation System have evolved from an NRC Staff review, and have
not been previously requested by WPSC. Further, it is important to note
that this system is part of the Engineered Safeguards System and as such,
goes beyond the scope of the already complex RETS. Accordingly, a submit-
tal addressing your proposed "Appendix J" technical specification revi-
sions, as delineated in Enclosure 2, will be provided to you by October 1,
1984. We hope that this item can be resolved at that time.

As always, we welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters with you and look
forward to resolving each of the issues presented.

Very truly yours,
7 -~

Carl W. Giesler
Vice President - Power Production

MSL/jks

cc..- Mr. Robert Nelson, US NRC
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