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MEMORANDUM FOR D i r e c t o r ,  U.  S. Army Nuclear and Chemical 
Agency, ATTN: MONA-ARO, 7150 H e l l e r  Loop, 
S u i t e  101,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  VA 22150-3198 

SUBJECT: Diamond Ordnance Radia t ion  F a c i l i t y  (DORE) - Detent ion 
Tank Removal 

1. This  memorandum i s  be ing  submit ted t o  in form your  o f f i c e  of 
Walter Reed Army Medical Cente r ' s  (WRAMC) p l a n s  t o  remove t h e  
t h r e e  underground d e t e n t i o n  tanks  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  DORE f a c i l i t y .  
WRAMC r e p o r t e d l y  wishes  t o  remove t h e  t anks  t o  comply w i t h  state 
underground s t o r a g e  tank  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

2 .  The 5000 g a l l o n  t a n k s  w e r e  used i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  s t o r e  pool  
water b e f o r e  t h e  w a t e r  w a s  e i t h e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  poo l ,  o r  pumped 
t o  t h e  s a n i t a r y  s e w e r .  The tanks  are now v i r t u a l l y  empty, wi th  a 
v e r y  s m a l l  amount o f  sediment and w a t e r  i n s i d e .  I n  1980, t h e  
water i n  t h e  t a n k s  w a s  sampled t o  suppor t  u n r e s t r i c t e d  r e l e a s e  of 
t h e  f a c i l i t y .  The water was found t o  be less t h a n  2E-8 uCi/ml o f  
Co-60, and 4E-6 uCi/ml o f  H-3. The Nuclear  Regula tory  Commission 
(NRC) l i c e n s e  exempt concen t r a t i ons  are 5E-4 uCi/ml and 3E-2 
uCi/ml, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

3 .  One tank  h a s  s i n c e  been used by WRAMC a s  a ho ld ing  t ank  f o r  
s h o r t  h a l f - l i f e  r a d i o n u c l i d e s .  Removal o f  t h i s  t ank  i s  t h e r e f o r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  NRC r e g u l a t i o n .  WRAMC and t h e  Army Research 
Laboratory (ARL) have t h e r e f o r e  decided t o  work t o g e t h e r  t o  
ensu re  any t a n k  removal cons ide r s  p o t e n t i a l  Hea l th  Phys ics  
concerns and m e e t s  Army and NRC r e g u l a t o r y  concerns .  

4 .  ARL and WRAMC have agreed t h a t  a s  a  f irst  s t e p ,  t h e  con ten t s  
o f  t h e  tanks  need t o  be re-sampled, t o  i n c l u d e  any sediment  t h a t  
may be i n  t h e  t a n k s .  Upon ob ta in ing  r e s u l t s ,  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  
w i l l  b e  planned,  and  your  o f f i c e  w i l l  be n o t i f i e d .  I t  i s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  i n  any event ,  some moni tor ing  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  t anks ,  as w e l l  as t h e  s o i l  beneath t h e  t a n k s ,  w i l l  be 
performed upon t a n k  removal. 
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5. T h e  po in t  of contact fo r  t h i s  action i s  M r .  M i c h a e l  B o r i s k y ,  
H e a l t h  Physicist ,  ( 3 0 1 )  3 9 4 - 6 3 1 0 ,  o r  DSN 2 9 0 - 6 3 1 0 .  

FOR THE DIRECTOR: 

w, QM 
C h i e f  of Staff 

CF: 
WRAMC H e a l t h  P h y s i c s  O f f i c e ,  6825 16 th  Street, B u i l d i n g  4 1 ,  Room 
38, Washington, DC 2 0 3 0 7 - 5 0 0 1  


