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The Homorable Wilifam Proxmive
inited States Scnate
Hashiington, .. 20510

Cear Sengtor Proxmire:

1 am respending to your referral dated Mavrch 7, 1878, of g Tetier
frorm vour constituents, Mr. & Hrs, &eas Sturchip. Their leiter
expresses concern aboud the pending applicatics of the Hisconsin
Public Service Lorporation for expanding the spent fuel storage
capacity at the Kewsunce Huclear Power Pignt. As you kaow, the
sresent woraterius on reprocessing of spent fuel avd the Yack of
off-site storane capacity has resulted in a siiuaticn whers addi-
tiornal storage capacity on-site is heing proposed in order to allow
the continuing electric sowsr producticen from nuclear plaastls for
The next Tew years until the tong tern disposition of spent Fuel
is resolved., The Depariment of Energy is responsible for the
national policy for radiocective waste digposal and s enpaged in
studies and proaorams o that end.

iith regard to the proposed ezpansion of the capacity for spent fuel
storace at Hewaunee, let ue offer the following background information.
Soent fusl gssesblies which are rewcved from a nuclsar reactor during
refueling operations are stored temporarily in an on-3ite spent fuel
storage pocl. This on-site spent fuel storage capability has always
baen an intesral part of a reactor facilitly licensed oy the MBU. To
ensure safe storage of the spent fual, the HRC staff determines,

as part of ifs licensing review for each facility, that the licensee
has provided sufficient safely marginsg in €he design of the spent fyel
poel, the spent fuel poo) cooling systesm, the spent fuel sterage racks
and other auxiliaries nesden For handiing the spent fuel.

dsuaily, the spent fual siorane capacity provided at a reactor facility
is for the number of fuel assemblies comprisisg approxinately one

and gne-third reactor cores. This is based on providing storane

for the one-third of the reactior covrs that 15 generaliy replaced
during each refucling nius sufficient sitorage 1o enable unloading

the oparating core a3 any tisme, The foel zssemblies unlcadad during
refusling norsally would He shippea off-site within the interim
period to the next refuslina {about 12 to 18 menthsl.
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Presently, off-site storage capacity in the United States is very
limited. Therefore, most spent fuel is bheing stored on-site at
operating reactors until expanded off-site storage capacity is available.
The ultimate disposition of the spent fuel is the subject of numerous
studies presantly in progress. Enclosed is an NRC prass relsase

dated September 10, 1975, which provides additional informaticn
concerning this subject. To resolve the non-availability of adeguate
off-site storage and reprocessing capability, several licensees

of operasting reactors have applied to the NMRC for approval o increase
the spent fuel storage capacity at their Tacilities. Based on the
staff's safety review and envirommental impact appraisal and findings
that the proposals are acceptable, the MRC has issued amendnents

to individual facility operating licenses authorizing the proposed
increase of the spent fusl storage capacity.

A copy of the Draft Generic Envirommental Impact Statement on Handling
and Storage of Spent Light Water Power Reactor Fuel, NUREG 0404

dated March 1978 is enclosed. Sectien 8 findings of that statement
conclude that increasing the capacities of individual fuel storage
pools is environmentally acceptabie.

Hith respect to the Kewaunee Huclear Power Plant, the Wisconsin
Pubiic Service Corporation {the 1icensee) has filad on Hovember

14, 1877, an application with the NRC for an increase of the on-site
spent fuel storage capacity. The MRC has published in the Federal
Register a notice of consideration of proposed modification to speni
fuel storage for the Kewaunse Muclear Power Plant (copy enclosed).
The notice in the Federal Register stated that any person whose
interest may be affected by this proceeding may file a raquest for

a hearing within 30 days from its pubiicaticn on December 30, 1977.
Ho reguests for hearing were received during the thirity day period.
However, cne individual, Mrs. Wend Schaefer, has indicated an
interest in possibly submitting a Tate request for hearing. We

will review such request, i1f made, to determine whether good cause
can be shown for such late rsauest.

The staff will review the application with respect to &1l significant
safety considerations and potential environmental impacis and will
prepare & detailed safety evaluation and an envirvenmental impact
appraisal setting forth its findings with respect to the public
haalth and safety and envirommental impact aspects of the proposal.
The NRC would jssue an amendment to the Kewaunee Nuclear Power Plant
license approving the proposed increase of the on-site fuel storage
capacity only if these findings are in accordance with applicable

HRC regulations.
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Honorable William Proxmire -3 -
Should the license amendment be issued, a copy of the amendment and
its supporting Safety Evaluation Report and Envircmental Impact
Appraisal would be placed in the Local Public Document Room located
at Kewaunee Pubiic Library, 314 Milwaukee Street, Hewaunee, Wisconsin
54216. A
As you requested I am returning the Sturchio's letter to vour office
along with a duplicate of this response.
Sincerely;
{Signed) Wiltiam J. Dircks
- William 1. D;
Ssistant Executivelgfrsect
for Operations
Enclosures:
1. HRC Press Release dated
September 10, 1975
2. Draft Generic Envircnmental Impact
Statement on Handling and Storage
of Spent Light Water Power Reactor
Fuel, NUREG 0404 dated March 1978
3. Federal Register Notice dated
December 30, 1977
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Should the 1idense amendment be issued, a coay of /%e amendment and
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" No. -78-0405 Logging DateM
’ ~ NWNRCS!CRETARIAT
TO: D Commissioner Date
XXE Exec. Dir./Oper. D Gen. Counsel
D Cong. Liaison D Solicitor
O public Affairs OdJ Secretary
O
From:
To._ Congressional - 3/7/78

Subject: Re: constituent concern with Kewaunee
County nuclear power plant.

@ Prepare reply for signature of:
D Chairman

D Commissioner

A% epo, 6e, CL, SOL, PA, SECY Date due March 21
D Signature block omitted

O

D Return original of incoming with response

For direct reply * ? I
. ‘ 5!
For appropriate action Tame 7

For information

Ooaogaog

For recommendation

Remarks: __ Cys to: OCA to Ack.

ey i)
g
For the Commission: /;) PN

|
i *Send three {3) copies of reply to Secy Mail Facility

NRC-62 ACTION SLIP




“VYlnited Diafes Denafe

March 7, 1978
To ensure proper handling please return all
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF :

Pat
Respectfully referred to:

Office of Congressional Liaison

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C.

Please respond to the attached inquiry in
duplicate and return the enclosure, Thank
you for your coopcration.
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