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Event Text 

POTENTIAL MEDICAL EVENT DUE TO USE OF I-125 SEEDS OF LOWER APPARENT ACTIVITY THAN 
INTENDED  
 
"Notification of a possible medical event per 10 CFR 35.3045 - a brachytherapy procedure in which 
the administered dose may differ from the prescribed dose by more than 0.5 gray to an organ and 
the total dose delivered may differ from the prescribed dose by twenty percent or more.  
 
"Permittee: VA Medical Center, Philadelphia, PA  
 
"Event: The event occurred on May 5, 2008, and was discovered on May 15, 2008.  
 
"Description: A permanent implant prostate brachytherapy procedure was performed on May 5, 
2008, using I-125 seeds. Seeds of a lower apparent activity than intended were mistakenly ordered 
and implanted. A CT scan of the patient was performed on May 6, 2008, and a postplan was 
performed on May 15, 2008. The D90 dose, calculated from the postplan, was less than eighty 
percent of the prescribed dose. Postplans based on CT scans performed approximately one month 
after an implant, when swelling from the procedure has partially resolved, are believed to provide 
more accurate assessment of dose to the prostate. It is intended to obtain another CT scan and 
postplan at about this time to better assess the prostate dose. The permittee intends to make a 
determination at that time regarding whether a medical event did occur. The permittee will complete 
a causal analysis and implement procedural changes to prevent a recurrence before any additional 
brachytherapy procedures are performed.  
 
"Effect on Patients: The VA is continuing to evaluate this event. At this time, adverse effects to the 
patient are not expected.  
 
"Patient notification: The permittee is ensuring that the referring physicians and patients were 
notified.  
 
"Licensee will notify the NRC Project Manager, Cassandra Frasier, of NRC Region III."  
 
 
A "Medical Event" may indicate potential problems in a medical facility's use of radioactive materials. 
It does not necessarily result in harm to the patient. 

 




