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T1Vonijres of tie Initei Otat

May 9. 2011

President Bamck H. Obma
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washingin DC 2000-

Dow President Obuna:

We write to urg you to implement th 2002 law requitdg th distributon of potassium
iodide.to the people who live within 20 miles of nuclear power nectars in order to p'0tect th
Arians in at leaM 33 S against the possibility of a radioactive iodine release from a earby
uiclear reactor. Aldough ths law has been on the books since 2002, it has, inexplicably, yet to

be lpeett

Potassium iodide, known by its dch ical symbol KL pro t the thyroid gland by flooding
it with stae iodine so thot t gland cannot take up 1h cancr-causing radioactive form.
Radioactive iodine can be wlased diuing nuclear reactor melt-downs such as the one now
occuring lin JapanL

If an e*hqwae, roi atuack, or accident cowed a radiation release in dw United States.
one of the PgeaM risks to h0at Comes from radioative forms of the hemi elmet iodine.
CbildMen am the most vulneab becuse tdir 1hyroid glands concenrae more iode on a mas
basis a adults and we mom sensitive to radiation becme of te rapidly growing cells.
Thyroid can was th bluest negtive heat impact caued by thed eobyl nuclear reactor
disaste 2 Mom than 6M000 Russial, Ukainan ad Bd usa resdekt who were children at the
time of the Ciemobyl nuclea reactor disaste developed thyroid cusce. The incidence of thyroid
caae in dy mo wdmareas was triple tt of normal thyroid canr incidence in th area3
Despt elevaed levels of rdoactive iodine dece in Polan afe the Co obyl aciden
exposed individuals in Poland did am experience such an increase in thyoid cance becam Mey
A provided with pr•opylactic K:4

Section 127 of the Bktrorm Pe ss ad Response Act of 2002 directd the
president to establish a program to m K availl free to Stae and locl govetrments Or
distrbt to rydent living widn 20 miles of a anclear power phan Previotsly. distriation

lrj/www.-dtI a mme.Mif3 pW s_ • 22 0w*2,oE%%20K foc•20mic

3htipJI/www.umucw.oo, u 0s van ap~ nwwb A stqt pdf

'aNmaum j, Woli. (1993) Wodide pmpb in Pola ar dar &e rectr acident Bemfits an
dis. Me Ame Jonw of Medxae, Volum 94. brIs 5, Pos 524-532.
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was limited to just those within 10 miles, and only to States that requested it from the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC).

The Congress' choice of a minimum 20-mile KI distribution radius was driven by its
recognition that radiological exposure during a nuclear emergency is almost certain to exceed the
"intervention level", set by the NRC to 5 rem, at distances greater than 10 miles from the event.
Two NRC-commissioned technical studies predicted exposure at 25 miles from the event to be
over 1000 rem, with the probability of thyroid damage to an adult outdoors to be 40%. For infants
and children, the potential for damage is much higher.5 The Japanese government has evacuated
residents within 19 miles of the Fukushima Daiichi reactors, and has distributed potassium iodide
to protect against the radioactive iodine being released. The United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is recommending evacuation out to 50 miles from Fukushima Daiichi, and KI is
being provided to military personnel and U.S. citizens. Some experts, including the American
Thyroid Association, believe that potassium iodide should be pre-distributed to households within
50 miles of a nuclear power plant.

Timing of KI distribution is critical as the drug is most effective if used within 3-4 hours of
exposure.6 According to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), inhalation of radioactive
iodine is a significant contributor to exposure and is of particular concern for those residing in the
immediate area of a nuclear accident or otherwise directly exposed to the radioactive plume. This
means that it is critical to distribute KI to residents and local authorities before a radiation release
happens, rather than scrambling to try to do it afterwards as happened during the 1979 Three Mile
Island accident.

Additionally, rapid evacuation may not be a viable option for residents near many nuclear
reactors. The only evacuation route may require driving right past the nuclear reactor for millions
of people living near Turkey Point in Florida, the Indian Point reactor near New York City, the
Pilgrim nuclear reactor in Massachusetts and for many millions more living near the 104
commercial nuclear reactor sites. Our experience with Hurricane Katrina, and the Japanese
experience shows just how difficult it can be to rapidly evacuate large population centers.
Distribution of potassium iodide now, before the unlikely event of a disaster, is the prudent course.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. We look forward to your prompt
response regarding your plans to implement the law to protect Americans against radioactive
iodine.

Sincerely,

Rep. Edward A.klarkey % 0, Rep. C.W. Bill.,u o

ReLwey •Rep. Gus Bilirakis

3NUREG/CR-1433. Sandia National Laboratories, October 1980, and NUREG/CR-6310. S. Cohen & Associates,
April 1992.6http'//www.fda.gov/Drgs/EmergencyPreparedness/BiotefforismandDrugPreparedness/ucmO72265.htm
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

May 31, 2011

TO: NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE ACTION

REFERRAL COMMENTS:

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 1055183

LETTERMEDIA:

DOCUMENT DATE: May 09, 2011

TO: PRESIDENT OBAMA

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE HONORABLE EDWARD MARKEY
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

URGES THE PRESIDENT TO IMPLEMENT THE 2002 LAW REQUIRING THE
DISTRIBUTION OF POTASSIUM IODIDE TO THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE WITHIN 20
MILES OF NUCLEAR POWER REACTORS TO PROTECT AMERICANS IN 33 STATES
AGAINST THE POSSIBILITY OF A RADIOACTIVE IODIE RELEASE FROM NEARBY
NUCLEAR REACTOR

COMMENTS:

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, UNLESS
OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT (202) 456-2590.

RETURN ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO: DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT,
ROOM 85, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500
FAX A COPY OF REPONSE TO: (202) 456-5881
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