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INSPECTION OF KEWAUNEE PLANT OPERATIONS ON JULY 10, 1974 

In response.to a citizen's inquiry regarding an unusually loud 
explosion-like noise at the Kewaunee plant at approximately 
10:00 a.m. on July 10, 1974, a review of the matter was conducted 
by Mr. D. C. Boyd of the Atomic Energy Commission. Following 
are the major findings: 

1. On the 0800 to 1600 shift of July 10, 1974, the Kewaunee 
plant was in the process of startup..

2. Certain difficulties in the control of the secondary system, 
i.e., steam generator feedwater, level, and pressure, 
resulted in three separate.reactor and turbine trips, as 
follows:

8:03 a.m.' 
9:12 a.m.  
11:50 a.m.  

3. In each of the above reactor trips the steam pressure on the 
steam generator was controlled by manual operation of the 
steam dump system. On the trip which occurred at 11:50 a.m., 
the transient in the steam generator was greater than the 
power operated dump valves could relieve which'resulted in 
automatic opening of a safety valve.  

4. This safety valve vents the secondary system steam (not con
taminated) directly to the atmosphere through a non-muffled 
straight section of pipe, hence a loud report results.
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a.  
b.  
C.  

d.  
e.  
f.  
g.  
h.  
i.  
J.

Pressurizer temperature 
Pressurizer pressure.  
.Pressurizer level.  
Primary coolant T avg.  
Primary coolant boron concentration.  
Control rod bank positions.  
Nuclear power.  
Computor print-out data.  
Shift supervisoi's log book.  
Reactor thermal output.

All of the above items were within acceptable operating limits 
there were no indications of any kind of release from the primary 
system.  

6. The inspector also discussed the ..entire operating sequences with 
the plant manager, the assistant to the manager, and the opera
'tions engineer.  

The inspector concludes that there was no unsafe occurrence at this 
plant and no release of contamination resulted from the operation 
of the S/G safety valve.
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5. To assure that there were no abnormal occurrences in the 
.eventythe inspector reviewed.the following data (strip charts) 
afid records:


