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Background

• On March 14, 2007, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) and the 
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to allow and encourage cooperation in 
nuclear safety research that provides benefits for both NRC and 
industry 

Addendum to Include NDE Tasks in Negotiation
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– Addendum to Include NDE Tasks in Negotiation

• 2010 through 2013

• Focus on Four Major Areas

• Final agreement signed March 22, 2011

– Project Managers

• Greg Selby EPRI

• Wally Norris NRC RES



Documentation of Basis for Appendix VIII

• Task 1 – Review of draft technical report
– Actions

• PNNL draft report (Complete)
• EPRI review report and provide comments 
(Complete)
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• Task 2 – Publication of final report
– Actions

• EPRI review final draft and provide comments 
(Complete)

• PNNL incorporates comments into report and 
provides copy for review to EPRI (Ongoing)

• PNNL publishes report (Ongoing)



RSME – ID Pipe Examinations (Depth Sizing)

• Task 1 – Assessment of PDI data

– Actions

• NRC and PNNL will sign non-disclosure agreement 
and send people to EPRI to evaluate data in 
cooperation with EPRI (TBD)
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– Communication plan being reviewed

• EPRI to produce technical report documenting 
performance based on meeting (TBD)

• NRC/PNNL to provide comments to EPRI report 
(TBD)

• EPRI publishes final report (TBD



RSME – ID Pipe Examinations (Depth Sizing)

• Task 2 – Develop technical basis for alternative approach 
(If needed [based on results of Task 1])
– Actions

• EPRI to develop white paper describing industry 
issues with regards to meeting 0.125” RSME criteria; 
white paper will include a technical basis for the
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white paper will include a technical basis for the 
proposed alternative to current RSME criteria

– EPRI will provide white paper to NRC and ASME, 
Section XI Code 

• NRC will provide technical expertise when requested 
by EPRI relative to the development of the white 
paper; review final draft of white paper.

• NRC will consider white paper relative to current 
requirements Section XI, Appendix VIII



Other 

• Other related support not in MOU

– Supplement 4 and 6 detection and sizing evaluations in 
support of PTS rule

• Revising previously published report detailing 
performance
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– Updated POD curves

• Status

– Data reviewed and draft curves have been 
generated

– Revision of the report due in Fall 2011



Summary

• EPRI and NRC are working together in addressing 
several items identified in recently revised MOU

• Progress is expected to increase once project plans and 
administrative procedures are in place
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