June 24, 2011

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Jaczko
Commissioner Svinicki
Commissioner Apostolakis
Commissioner Magwood
Commissioner Ostendorff

FROM: R. W. Borchardt /RA by Michael F. Weber for/
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: REVISON OF POLICY STATEMENT ON LOW-LEVEL WASTE
VOLUME REDUCTION

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Commission of the staff’s intent to publish in
the Federal Register, for public comment, the proposed revision to the Policy Statement on
Low-Level Waste Volume Reduction. After public comments are received and reviewed, the
final version of the Policy Statement will be sent to the Commission for approval. Based on
stakeholder feedback, there has been limited stakeholder interest in the modest revisions under
consideration for the policy statement. Consequently, it would be more efficient to publish the
proposed Policy Statement and evaluate public comments before forwarding a final draft Policy
Statement for Commission review. This approach will save resources and the Commission will
have the opportunity to review the final draft Policy Statement, along with the public comments
and the staff’s proposed disposition of the comments.

In accordance with the Commission’s direction in Staff Requirements Memorandum SECY-10-
0043 dated October 13, 2010, the Policy Statement is being revised to be consistent with
Option 2 of SECY-10-0043 “Blending of Low-Level Radioactive Waste.” In the SECY paper,
staff noted that several stakeholders believe that large-scale blending may not be consistent
with the existing Policy Statement because it would enable licensees to avoid the use of an
available resin volume reduction technology. In addition to recognizing that progress has been
achieved in waste volume reduction since the original Policy Statement was published in 1981,
the proposed revised statement will discuss a variety of waste management strategies, not only
volume reduction, when determining how to process waste.
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