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1.0 Introduction and Purpose

The HESCO Bastion Concertainers, hereinafter referred to as Concentainers, will be used as a
flood wall to temporarily raise the elevation of Fort Loudoun, Tellico, Cherokee, and Watts Bar
Dams to meet the impoundment requirements during the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) event.
~ Concertainers are a wire basket measuring 3-feet wide by 15-feet long by either 3 or 4-feet deep
filled with sand or other fill material. Each 15-foot unit is divided into 5 equal compartments, each
lined with a polypropylene nonwoven geotextile liner A review of product literature has been
performed and shows that the Concertainers have been successfully deployed as flood walls at
multiple locations in the United States. The body calculation will evaluate the sliding and
overturning stability of the Concertainers under a hydrostatic loading for both typical Concertainer
configurations and the atypical Concertainer configurations unique to Fort Loudoun Dam.
Attachment 8 addresses the applicability of this calculation to the other three projects.

2.0 References

2.1 "Engineering Evaluation of Hesco Barriers Performance in Fargo, ND 2009." Wenck
Associates, Inc., May 2009 (Wenck File #2283-01).

2.2 "Flood-Fighting Structures Demonstration and Evaluation Program: Laboratory and Field
Testing in Vicksburg, Mississippi." US Army Corps of Engineers: Engineering Research and
Development Center, ERDC TR-07-3, July 2007. '

2.3 Ward, Don. "Amendment A: Re-Test of HESCO Bastion." US Army Corps of Engineers:
Engineering Research and Development Center - Coastal & Hydraulics Laboratory, October
25, 2005.

2.4 "ACI 360.R-92: Design of Slabs on Grade." American Concrete Institute

2.5 TVA Calculation "Modify Dams - Dam Safety.” Fort Loudoun & Tellico. RIMS Accession
Number B66 88 0122 102.

2.6 "Engineering and Design: Stability Analysis of Concrete Structures." EM 1110-2-2100.
United States Army Corps of Engineers. December 1, 2005.

2.7 Terzaghi, Karl et. al.,"Soll Mechahics in Engineering Practice,” 3rd ed., John Wiley and Sons,
New York, NY, 1996.

3.0 Assumptions
There are no unverified assumptions.
4.0 Literature Review

A review of product literature was performed to determine the applicability of the Concertainer
system as a flood wall to raise the top elevation of the dams. The review included an engineering
.evaluation performed by Wenck Associates, Inc. at the request of Hesco Bastion and a USACE
Engineering Research and Development Center study as directed by the US Congress in the 2004
Energy and Water Development Bill.

4.1 Wenck Associates, Inc.

As discussed in Ref. 2.1, the Concertainer system was deployed in Fargo, ND, as a flood wall along
the Red River of the North. This engineerng evaluation was performed by Wenck Associates at the
request Hesco Bastion in response to comments that surfaced following the flood fighting efforts
regarding sliding/tipping stability and seepage rates. A copy of the Ref 2.1 is included in this
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calculation as Attachment 1.

As part of the evaluation Wenck Associates performed field tests to evaluate the coefficient of
friction between the fill material and various test surfaces. The coefficients of friction computed from
the test data were higher than published values. This deviation from published values was
attributed to the deformation of the bottom of the basket that was observed as the basket began to
move. '

The Wenck Associates evaluation also assessed the overturning stability of the Concertainers.
Based on their results the Concertainers have a factor-of-safety of 30 against overturning with up to
14-degrees of tilt. Therefore, the Wenck Associates evaluation concludes that overtuning is not a
problem for the Concertainers unless there is an entire subgrade failure.

Finally, reported excessive seepage rates were also evaluated. Measurement of the seepage rates
was not performed since the evaluation was not performed until after the conclusion of the flood
fighting effort. Seepage was evaluated based on interviews with field personnel. The interview
revealed varying reports of seepage rates where some thought it was excessive while others
thought it was less than that of a traditional sandbag wall. United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) evaluated the Hesco Concertainer system as part of their flood-fighting structure
demonstration which included measurement of seepage rates.

4.2 USACE Engineering Research and Development Center (ERDC) Study /

Reference 2.2 (excerpts included in Attachment 2) is the ERDC Technical Release describing the
Flood-Fighting Structures Demonstration and Evaluation Program. This program included both
labaratory and field testing of three rapidly deployable flood-fighting systems including the -Hesco
Concertainer system compared to a sandbag levee as a baseline. The program evaluated
deployment requirements, the effects of hydrostatic loading with and without wave action on
seepage rates and displacement, effects of debris impacts, repair rates, and reuseability. Both
the laboratory and field test levees were constructed by Government personnel at the direction of
a Hesco representative.

The laboratory testing of the Concertainers was performed in May 2004. The laboratory testing
revealed that the Concertainer system had higher seepage rates than the other systems tested
including the sandbag levee baseline. The majority of the seepage was noted to be occuring at
the vertical joints between the units and at the corners of the layout. The concertainer system
performed well in the debris impact, wave action, and overtopping test scenarios. However, scour
of the fill material was noted when the units were overtopped either by wave action or pool
elevation. It was noted that the scour did not have an apparent negative impact on the stability of
the Concertainers. One of the repairs performed on the concertainer system was to cover the
units with a tarp to protect the fill material.

The field testing of the Concertainer system was performed between May and July 2004 on
Government property in Vicksburg Harbor. Half of each rapidly deployable flood fighting system
was constructed on bare earth-and the other half was constructed directly on grass and weeds.
As with the laboratory test, the field test revealed seepage rates much higher than those
measured for the other rapidly deployable flood-fighting systems and the sandbag levee. Two
repair attempts were made during the testing to reduce the seepage rate, both resulting in
basically no reduction in the seepage rate. There was no discussion about any problems with
piping under the Concertainers either on the bare soil or on the grass.

As discussed in Ref. 2.3, Hesco Bastion requested and funded a laboratory retest of the
Concertainer system in 2005. The Concertainer system installation procedure was revised to
include the installation of poly sheeting on the water side of the flood wall to reduce the seepage
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rates. The retest report indicates that the revised installation procedure reduced the seepage
rates to comparable levels as the other rapidly deployable flood fighting systems evaluated.

4.3 Literature Review Conclusions

Based on the body of literature reviewed, the use of the Hesco Bastion Concertainer system to
temporarily raise the dams is an appropriate application of this technology. However, following
lessons from the testing should be considered when the developing the layouts and details for the
installation.

1. Installation of the Concertainer system without the poly sheeting on the water side leads to
seepage rates of up to 1.81gpm/ft. If this seepage rate is not acceptable, the poly sheeting will
need to be installed on the upstream face of the flood wall.

2. Ifthe flood wall elevation is such that it might be overtopped by wave action, either a geotextile or
poly sheeting should be placed over the top of the Concertainers to protect the fill material. This
same protection may be applicable in areas where the Concertainers are placed immediately
adjacent to traffic 1o prevent the air fiow from passing vehicles from scouring the fill material..

3. As with any temporary flood-fighting structure, the Concertainer system will require inspection and
repair during the flood event. Reserve materials should be kept available on site to perform
repairs to the flood wall as necessary.

5.0 Concertainer Weight

The Concertainer units bulge when they are filled and properly compacted. The deformed shape of
the Concertainer unit allows the unit to hold more weight than in its square shape. Therefore, the

. additional weight per Concertainer is computed below based on a single 3-foot square unit. Since the
Concertianers will be in a continuous line, only one or two sides of the unit will be able to bulge
depending on the configuration. For the purposes of increasing the weight, the deformed shape is
idealized as a circle with a circumference equivalent to the perimeter of the undeformed unit. The
idealized shape will then be compared to the test data provide in Ref. 2.1.

Length of Unit Face,  Lgaee = 3ft
Perimeter of Undeformed Unit, P,ngetormed = 4-Lface  Pundeformed = 12t

Area of Undeformed Unit,  Ajngeformed = Lface2 Aundsformed = ot

. Radius of Ideallzed Shape, ldealized = M lNdealized = 1.911ft

2.%
Area of idealized Shape, Aigeaiized = T-Fgealized>  Aidealized = 11.459 ft°

Aidealized
Volume Increase Factor, Fyoume = e Fvolume = 1.273

Aundeformed

Therefore, the volume of the 3' x 3' x 4' unit tested in Ref. 2.1 would be 1.70 CY. Based on the
data included in Table 4 of Ref. 2.1, the average volume of the unit was 1.78 CY. Therefore, the
volume increase factor is slightly conservative for the purposes of this stability analysis. Since
only one or two faces of the unit are able to deform in the flood wall, the volume increase will be
evenly distributed to each face of the unit.

Fvolume — 1.0
Volume Increase Factor per Face, f,oume = —————  fyoume = 0.068

4
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6.0 Stability Analysis

The maximum water depth that maintains the minimum factor-of-safety for sliding stability will be
calculated for several Concertainer configurations in accordance with USACE EM 1110-2-2100
and EM 1110-2-2200. The location of the resultant force under the Concertainer will be calculated
for the water depth corresponding to the sliding stability analysis. The analyses will be performed
for a unit length of the flood wall and the Concertainers will be assumed to act as a rigid bodies.
The zero compression zone analysis included in USACE EM 1110-2-2200 will not be utilized in this
calculation because, while the analysis in this calculation assumes rigid body behavior, the
Concertainers will not uplift as rigid bodies but will deform under loading and not actually rotate
about their downstream edge.

The fill material weight and friction coefficients used in the analyses are based on the data
collected during Wenck Associates, Inc. field testing and published values.

Design Input

Unit Weight of Water, y,, := 62.4pcf

Concertainer Width; W .= 3ft

Concertainer Height, H, := 4ft or Hgj := 3ft

Unit Weight of Lighﬂy Compacted Fill Material, YL = 102pcf (Ref. 2.1, Table 4, Compacted Sand)
Unit Weight of Dry Dense Uniform Sand, YSand_dry := 109.43pcf (Ref. 2.7, Table 6.3)

Unit Weight of Saturated Dense Uniform Sand, ygang sat == 130.43pcf  (Ref. 2.7, Table 6.3)

YSand_dry + YSand_sat
2

Unit Weight of Heavily Compacted Fill Material, y¢ ==

Yfili_H = 119.93 pcf

(See Moisture-Density Relationships for Sand Utilized in the Temporary Dams Modification
Project in Attachment 7)

Coefficients of Friction,
Concertainer on Grass-Muddy/Saturated, pg,ass = 0.65 (Ref. 2.1, Table 4)
Concertainer on PCC Street, npce = 0.57 (Ref. 2.1, Table 4)
Uniform Concrete Slab Thickness on Earth, pg . = 0.6 (Ref. 2.4, Section 8.8)

Minimum Sliding Factor of Safety, FSp,:= 1.1 (Ref. 2.6, Table 3-2, Extreme Condition)
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6.1 Single 4-Foot Concertainer Flood Wall
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6.1.1 Sliding Stability
Depth of Water, D, := 4ft
2
Yw Dw

Hydrostatic Resuiltant Force, Fy :=

Fy = 499.2plf

Concertainer Weight, Fe == W. H4"Yfi||__L'(2‘fvo|ume + 1.0) Fc = 1391.223 plf

Yw DwW
2

Uplift Force, F = —— _ Fu = 374 .4 plf

Resisting Force on Grass, Fg  grass ?='ngass'(Fc - FU)

Resisfing Force on Pavement, Fg pcc = HPCC'(FC - FU)

FR_grass = 660.935plf

FR_pcc = 579.589plf

F
Factor of Safety on Grass,  FSgrass = _E%EE [FSgrass = 1.324 |
H
Eoo
Factor of Safety on Pavement, FSpcc := %99 |FSpCC = 1.161 |
H

A a A~ . . e L
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6.1.2 UVenuming staiiny

Compute the location of the resultant force under the Concertainer con3|der|ng the
Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift pressures.
This analysns assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

D
Overturning Moment About Point A, M, := FH.?W + FU.% Mg = 1414, 4%
Resisting Moment About Point A, Mg := Fc-% MR = 2086. 334%
. ‘ . ‘ MR - Mg ps
Distance of Resultant from point A, x:= . x = 0.661f Resultant within base
c—Fu

- 'Since the Concertainer units may become skewed during installation, deterimine the maximum

" unit it angle while maintaining the resultant force 3-inches within the base. USACE guidance
states that the resultant force must be sufficiently within the base to maintain bearing pressures
within allowables. Due to the relatively light weight of the Concertainers as compared to the
bearing pressures of the controlled fill they are placed on and that they will not act as rigid bodies .
as the analysis assumes, 3-inches within the base will maintain bearing pressures within

allowables. ,
. Zimﬂ% )
. I . N ) X7
Lo Vo j\‘
1 R [
1 R
| in
s B
g1 LIGHTLY COMPACTED Ly
) — FiHL WEISHT )
ki l k I “-_k‘
c‘:x , ] e %‘&
iy | by % :
) | [ P O
{ [ F
| } - -7
i | dm———d
| | \ -
i e oS
G —\"
\

xv_....

M

[:%

o - _ Ibf-
Minimum Resisting Moment, MR_min = 0. 25ft FC FU + Mg MR_min = 1668. 606%
- MR_min . i
Minimum Moment Arm About Pont A, Dy, = S Darm = 1.1991t
c
w
~ Darm

Maxi Tilt Angl = S E——
aimum T ANGIE: - gy = tan) —— — Ot = 8.678deg
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6.2 Single 3-Foot Concertainer Flood Wall
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=
2 =0 T
- F
u
6.2.1 Sliding Stability
Depth of Water, D,, := 3ft
2
. Yw Dw :
Hydrostatic Resultant Force, F = Fy = 280.8plf

Concertainer Weight, F¢ := W-Hz-yfi_L-(2-fvolume + 1.0) Fc = 1043.417plf
Yw Dw W

> Fu = 280.8plf

Uplift Force, F :=

Resisting Force on Grass, Fr _grass = ugrass.(FC - FU) FR_grass = 495.701plf

- Since the pavement is impérvious, uplift pressuré does not act on the Concertainer units on

pavement.

Resisting Force on Pavement, Fg pcc := HPCC‘(FC - FU) FR_pcc = 434.692plf

FR_g rass
H
Fr Pcc

Factor of Safety on Grass,  FSgaes :=

[FSgrass = 1.765 |

Factor of Safety on Pavement, FSpec := [FSpcc = 1.548 |
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6.2:2 Overturning Stability '
Compute the location of the résultam force under the Concertainers considering the

Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift pressures.
This analysis assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

Dw 2W Iof.ft

Overturning Moment About Point A, M, = FH.-? + FU.—S— Mo = 842_4T
Resisting Moment About Point A, Mg := FC.—\gl_ MR = 15%_125%
. ' . Mg - Mo -
Distance of Resultant from point A, x := T F X = 0.948 ft Resultant within base
c—-Fu

6.3 Double Concertainer Flood Wall Along US 321

A concrete flood wall was installed along the downstream side of US 321 in the 1990's to raise the
elevation of Fort Loudoun Dam to El. 833.25. The temporary modification to Fort Loudoun Dam
must raise the elevation above El. 835.00. Therefore, a 4-foot and 3-foot will be required to
achieve this revised elevation. Hesco Bastion's recommended configuration for a double height
flood wall utilizes two Concertainers at the base and one stacked on top. Due to limited space on
.the shoulder of the road it is desired to utilize the existing concrete flood wall to aid the stability of
the double height Concertainer configuration as shown in the figure below and avoid using the
second unit on the base level.

. EL 837.40’\

HEAVILY COMPACTED
FILL #EICHT

) HEAVILY COMPACTED
FILL WEIGHT

UJ' ﬂmu T

5
EL. B3040 7{!:}5
52 R
N
O, I
\l
i g e F,
R 7
A = \ : ;[
I |

= \r\L\L_LU.J; \UH

.
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- Compute weight and center of gravity of existing flood wall.

Width | Height | Area |Unit Weight| Weight |Moment Arm| Moment
Part | Shape Factor —
P (in) (in) (SF) (PCF) (Ib/ft) (in) (Ib-in/ft)
1 1 8 19 1.06 145 153.06 7 1071.39
2 0.5 2 19 0.13 145 19.183 | = 11.667 223.21
B A0 10 ) 089 f 145 1 10069 f 8 | 805.56
4 0.5 7 10 0.24 145 | 35.24 15.333 540.38
5 1 17 5.1875 | 0.61 145 88.80 11.5 1021.20
6 1 60 21 8.75 145 1268.75 30 38062.50
Totals 11.49 1665.67 : - [41724.24
. A Ibt
Weight of Existing Flood Wall, F 4 := 1665.67?
' ‘ . Ibf-in
Moment of Wall Parts About Point A, M,y := 41 724__24T
' o ' , My .
Center of Gravity of Concrete Flood Wall from Point A, CGyg) = CGyyq) = 2.0871t
. wall
6.3.1 Sliding Stability
Maximum Pool Elevation, EL.y = 836.2ft
Depth Of Water; DW = ELmax - 830.4ﬂ + DSO" DW = 755ﬁ
2
Yw Dw

Hydrostatic Resultant Force, Fy := Fn = 1778.478plf

Concertainer Weight, Fg := W-(H4 + H3)-yfi||_H-(2-fv¢|urﬁe +v1.o) Fc = 2862.611plf
Footing Width, Wiooting = 5ft

Dw Wiooti
Uplift Force, Fy :=W_w2_f99_tm9_

Fy = 1177.8plf
Resisting Force of Concrete on Earth, FR_s|ab = usiab.(pwa" +Fc - Fu)

FR slab = 2010.289plf
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- Compute active earth pressure on slab. Active pressure based on soil properties obtained.
from the original design calculation for the flood wall (Ref. 2.5).

- Effective Weight of Soil, ygq gff := 65pcf

Internal Friction Angle, ¢, = 26deg

2
. : - bsoil
A P ff = -deg -
ctive Pressure Coefficient, K, : tan(45 deg > Ky = 0.39

Active Earth Pressure Resultant, Fp := 0.5-ys0i|_eff- Dsoil2' Ka Fa = 38.863plf

o F '
Factor of Safety, FSg := _Rslab -|FSg = 1.106
_ FH + FA

6.3.2 Overturning Stability
Compute the location of the resultant force under the Concertainer considering the
Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift pressures.
This analysis assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

Distance From Point A to Centerline of Concertainters,  D¢gpe := 38in

Overturning Moment About Point A, M, := FH.%’ + Fu- zwf;mmg + FA. D;°"
M = 53424.5306'—"-;'—ﬁ
Resisting Moment About Point A, MR := Fe-Dcone +v Fwalr CGwall
Mg = 12541.955%
Distance of Resultant from point A, x := M x = 1.229# Resuljant within base.

- Fwal+ Fc — Fu
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6.4 Double Concertainer Flood Wall Along City Park Drive

A concrete flood wall was installed along the along the edge of City Park Drive which runs along
the top of the saddle dam in the 1990's to raise the elevation of Fort Loudoun Dam to El. 833.25.
As with the flood wall located on the downstream side of US 321, it is desired to utilize the existing
concrete flood wall to aid the stability of the double height Concertainer configuration as shown in
the figure below and avoid using the second unit on the base level to maintain two lanes of traffic
along City Park Drive.
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- Compute weight and center of gravity of parts 1 through 10 and 12.

Width | Height Area {Unit Weight| Weight |Moment Arm| Moment
Part | Shape Factor|— ==~~~ pch | (bt (in) (lo-in/ft)
1 1 8 19 1.06 145 153.06 - 23 3520.28
2 0.5 2 19 0.13 145 19.13. 27.667 529.32
_B8 |1 |10 |_10_| 069 | 145 | 10069 | 24 _ | 241667
4 05 7 10 0.24 145 35.24 31.333 1104.27
5 0.5 19 11.32 0.75 145 108.29 12.667 1371.67
6 1 17 14.32 1.69 145 245.13 27.5 6741.09
7 0.5 24 11.32 0.94 145 136.78 44 6018.47
8 1 ' 60 12 5.00 145 725.00 30 21750.00 |
9 0.5 24 11.32 | 0.94 127.4 120.18 | - 52 6249.39
10 1.068 24 48 8.54 117.625 |1004.99 | 48 48239.42
12 - 1.068 24 36 6.41 117.625 | 753.74 48 36179.57
Totals 26.40 3402.24 134120.15
Table Notes: 1. Unit weight for part 9 accounts for effective weight of soil and water weight.
2. Shape factors for parts 10 and 12 accounts for deformation of one side of the Concertainers
. - Ibf
Weight of Existing Flood Wall, Fy, = 3402_24?
Moment of Wall Parts About Point A, My == 134120.15 Ib-in
Center of Gravity of Concrete Flood Wall from Point A, CGyq = Myl CGwal = 3.285ft
’ wall

6.4.1 Sliding Stability
Maximum Pool Elevation, EL gy := 836.47ft

Depth of Water, Dy := ELmay — 829.0ft Dy = 7.47ft

2
Yw Dw

Hydrostatic Resuhaht Force, Fy := Fn = 1740.988plf

Width of Footing,  Wagting = 5t

Concertainer Weight, Fc := (Wtotal - Wfooting)'(H4 + H3)'Yfi|I_H‘(fvqume + 1-0)

Fc = 896.857plf

Wfooting

Yw Dw : Wfooting

total

Uplift Force Under Flood Wall, 5

Fut= Fui = 971.1plf
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Yw Dw Wiotal

Uplift Force Under Concertainers, ‘Fuz = Fui Fus = 427.284plf

2

Resisting Force of Concrete on Earth, FRryq := pgjap(Fwal — Fu1) ~ Fry = 1458.684plf

~ Resisting Force of Concertainer on Pavement, Fro:= upcc-Fec  FRro = 511.208plf

- Compute active earth pressure on slab. Active pressure based on soil properties obtained
from the original design calculation for the flood wall (Ref. 2.5).

Effective Weight of Soil, yq et := 65pcf

Internal Friction Angle, ¢4 == 26deg -

. 2
. - ; bsoil :
Active Pressure Coefficient, K, := tan(45-deg - Ky = 0.39

Depth of Soil, Dy := 22in

Active Earth Pressure Resultant, Fp:= 0.5-¥soil_eff* Dsoilz' Ka Fa = 42.653 plf

Fri+FRro

Factor of Safety, FSg == ——— FSg =1.104
FH + FA

6.4.2 Overturning Stability

Compute the location of the resultant force under the Concertainer considering the
Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift pressures.
This analysis assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

Distance From Point A to Centerline of Parts 11 & 13, Dconc = 66in

. Yw Dw Wiotal
Total Uplift Pressure, Fjiota) := Mz——“’ﬁ Futotal = 1398.384plf
- | D oW Deoi
Overturning Moment About Point A, M, := FH.?W + Fu- :;°ta' +Fa- ;""
 Iofft

Mo = 9072.326——

Resisting Moment About Point A, MR := Fc-Deone + Fwalr CGwall + Fro 1.943ft

f.
Mg = 17102.67'bTﬁ

Mg -M '
Distance of Resultant from point A, x := R™o x = 2.768f Resultant within
Fwail + Fc — Fu1 - Fuz base
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6.5 Double Concertainer Flood Wall Under US 321 Bridge

A concrete flood wall was installed along the under the US 321 bridge over the dam in the 1990's
fo raise the elevation of Fort Loudoun Dam to El. 833.25. As with the flood wall located on the
downstream side of US 321 and along City Park Drive, it is desired to utilize the eX|st|ng concrete:
flood wall to aid the stability of the double height Concertainer configuration as shown in the figure
below and avoid using the second unit on the base level to maintain two lanes of traffic along City
Park Drive. The wall configuration is shown in Section A4-A4 on TVA Drawing 23W230-4.
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- Compute weight and center of gravity of parts 1 through 6.

- Width | Height Area [Unit Weight| Weight {Moment Arm| Moment
Part | Shape Factor|— 1" |~sp | Pch | o) | (n) (Ib-in/ft)
1 1 12 51 | 4.25 145 | 616.25 15 9243.75
> 1 12 15 | 125 145 | 181.95 21 3806.25
s |1 |4 | 12| 400 | _1a5_ [58000| 24 __|13020.00.
4 1 o7 12| 225 | 1274 | 28665 | 345 | 9889.43
5 1,068 57 48 | 961 | 117625 |113061| 345 | 3900610
6 1.068 27 36 | 7.21 | 1176295 | 847.96 | 345 | 2925457
Totals | . 2857 3642.72 — 1105120.09]

Table Notes: 1. Unit weight for part 4 accounts for effective welght of soil and water weight.
. 2. Shape factors for parts 5 and 6 accounts for deformation of one side of the Concer‘(alners

* Weight of Existing Flood Wall, F := 3642. 72%
. bf.in
Moment of Wall Parts About Point A, My, := 105120.09
. M -
Center of Gravity of Concrete Flood Wall from Point A, CGyali= ——  CGuyal = 2.405f
' . : wall '

6.5.1 Sliding Stability
Maximum Pool Elevation, ELpay = 835.8ft
Depth of Water, Dy := ELmay — 826.75ft Dw = 9.05ft

2
Yw Dw

Hydrostatic Resultant Force, F := Fy = 2555.358plf

Total Width, Wigg) = 4.75ft

Width of Footing, Wiooting = 4ft

Concertainer Weight, F¢ := (Wtotal - Wfooting)'(H4 + H3)'YfiII_H'(fvolume + 1-0)

Fc = 672.643plf

Wfooting
Yw Dw W. Wfooting
Uplift Force Under Flood Wall,  Fyq = t°2ta' Fu1 = 951.107plf
' Dw-W
Uplift Force Under Concenrtainers, Fj, := M - Fuq Fuz = 390.103plf

Resisting Force of Concrete on Earth, Frq:= us,ab.(Fwa“ - FU1) Fry = 1614.968pif
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Resisting Force of Concertainer on Pavement, Fgo:= ppcc-Fc  FRro = 383.406plf

- Comphte active earth pressure on slab. Active pressure based on soil properties obtained
from the original design calculation for the flood wall (Ref. 2.5).

Effective Weight of Soil, y44j eff == 65pcf

. Internal Friction Angle, ¢4 := 26deg

2
e . dsoil
Active Pressure Coefficient, K, := tan(45-deg - Ka = 0.39

~ Depth of Soil, Dgg := 3.25ft
Active Earth Pressure Resultant, FA. = 0.5-Ys0il_eff" Dsonz- Ka Fa = 134.038plf

- Compute passive earth pressure on slab. Passive pressure based on soil properties
obtained from the original design calculation for the flood wall (Ref. 2.5).

Effective Weight of Soil, ygqj_eff := 65pcf

Internal Friction Angle, ¢goj = 26deg

2
Active Pressure Coefficient, K, := tan[45-deg + ¢Z°") K. - 2561
) p = & :

Depth of Sail, Dggj = 3.25ft

Active Earth Pressure Resultant, Fp = 0.5-y50j_eff- Dsoue- Kp Fp = 879.168plf

Fri+Fr2+Fp

Factor of Safety, ' FSe = e ‘ FSg =1.07
y L e

6.5.2 Overturning Stability -

Compute the location of the resultant force under the Concertainer considering the
Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift pressures. -
This analysis assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

'~ Distance From Point A to Centerline of Parts 7 & 8, Dcone := 52.5in

Yw Dw Whotal

Total Uplift Pressure, Fiotal := >

FuUtotal = 1341.21plf

- D 2W. Deoi
Overturning Moment About Paint A, M, := F'H.?W + Fy- 3t°ta' +Fp. ;°"
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Ibf- ft

Mo = 12390'795—ﬂ_

_ Desi
Resisting Moment About Point A, Mg := Fe-Deone + Fwair CGwall + F A._:f':_' + Fpo-2ft

" |bf-
Mg = 12614.84 201
ft
- ' . MR - Mo o
Distance of Resultant from point A, x := x = 0.075ft Resultant within
‘ Fwall + Fc — Futotal base

This overturning analysis neglects the passive pressure that would be developed behind the
shear key as the wall rotated which has the effect of shifting the resultant location closer to
oint A. Therefore, the configuration has adequate overturning stability.
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6.6 L-Shaped Concertainer Configuration

If the pool elevation for Fort Loudoun exceeds the values calculated above for the concrete flood
wall configurations, the L-shaped double stacked Concertainer configuration shown below will
____heed to be utilized.

=g g
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Py S
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%
A
+

S = u ]

4'-Q"

“

6.6.1 Sliding Stability
Depth of Water, D, := 7ft

2
: D
Hydrostatic Resultant Force, Fy := Tw 2w

Fy = 1528.8plf

Concertainer Weight, F¢ := W- H3-1(fi||_H-(2-fvo|ume +1.0) + 2W- H4'Yfi||_H-(fvoiume +1.0)

Fc = 4301.771 plf
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Width of Base, Wpyage := 2W  Wpase = 6ft

N DyW
Uplift Force, FU;=1Y_%;EEE Fu = 1310.4plf

Resisting Force on Grass, FR grass = ugrass-'(FC - FU) FR_grass = 1944.391 plif

ReSiSting Force on Pavement, FR_PCC = HPCC'(FC — Fu) FR_PCC = 1705.081 p|f

E _
Factor of Safety on Grass, ~ FSqrags = % [FSqrass = 1272 |
, . _
' FR_Pcc '
Factor of Safety on Pavement, FSpgc:= —=——  [FSpcc=1.115 |
: H

6.6.2 Overturning Stability

Compute the location of the resultant force under the Concertainer considering the -
Concertainer installed without any unit tilt loaded with the full hydrostatic and uplift. pressures.
This analysis assumes that the unit acts as a rigid body.

Dw 2W,
Overturnmg Moment About Point A, Mg := Fp- — + Fu- (3) ;ase , Mo = 7061 6I_t2f_ft
W
Resisting Moment About Point A, Mg = Fg- bzase : Mg = 12905. 313|_bLE
. , Mg — M, | o
Distance of Resultant from point A, x := - x = 1.954ft . Resultant within base.
c—ru '

7.0 Summary and Conclusions

As stated in Attachment 6 the pool elevation associated with the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) is
835.65 feet. At Fort Loudoun Dam, there are no locations that required the single 4-foot or single
3-foot Concertainer configurations and one location at the Lock Operations Building that-

requires the L-shaped Concertainer configuration as shown on drawings 10W222-1 through
10W222-3. The maximum computed pool elevations for the flood wall configurations above were
all above the PMF elevation of 835.65-feet. The maximum pool elevation for the L-shaped-
Concertainer configuration adacent to the Lock Operatuons Building is also above thé PMF

elevation because the L-shaped configuration has a maximum allowable water depth of 7-feet and
the ground elevation is 829.92-feet (23W230-4).
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(Map of Levee System)

B -~ “Engineering Analysis™ from Report to:
United States Senate Committee on Appropriations, June 29-30, 2004.



CALCULATION SHEET : Page: 29

Plant: FLH . TITLE Attachment 1
Calc #: o PMF Temporary Modification ‘
ROGGCDX00033320090003 » Stability Analysis

1.0 Introduction

The Fargo, North Dakota area, along with its sister city across the river, Moorhead, Minnesota
wa>s recently faced with massive ﬂéoding from the Red River of the North. Due to an unusually
wet fall, followed by a cold, snowy winter, the normally placid Red River was forecasted by the
National Weather Service (NWS) to reach a flood crest elevation of 37 to 39 feet in Fargo by late
March.t" Unfortunately, unusual condition§ continued to dominate, forcing the NWS to revi's_e
their forecast up to 41 feet, higher than any flood level on record, and predicted for only 7 to 10
days from then, instead of the originally estimated three weeks. As the river rapidly rose to

nearly 39 feet, new forecasts predicted the river might even go as high as 42 or even 43 feet.

This situation, of course, generated intense concerns, and forced.the rapid ey'aluation and
subsequent-use of several different methods of flood protection. To protect the City of Fargo?’
temporary clay dikes, which are the most common form of flood protection in the area, were
used to the greatest extent possible to raise existing flood protection to at first 42 feet, but later
raised to 44 feet in response to the revised forecasts. Traditional sandbag dikes were also widely
used, but due to time constraints, reliability, height limitations, and availability of volunteers, the
leﬁgth of dikes that could be deployed could not meet all the area needs. ‘Therefore, the US
Army Corps of Engineers, who were assisting the C.ity of Fargo, turned to Hesco Bastion, LLC
for help, and to providé the remaining flood barriers. Hesco barriers have been well-tested by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) for use as temporary flood protection, and widely used
in many flood situations around the country, including New Orleans for temporary hurricane

protection.

Footnote: (1) For reference, “normal™ flood stage here is considered to be anything over 18 feet. The 1997 flood, called the
“Flood of the Century”™ and which inundated Grand Forks that year, reached a stage height in Fargo o1 39.6 feet. The highest

level on record was 40.1 feet, reached back in 1897.

22830 IHesco Bastion Report.doc
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Hesco barriers are able to be insfalled relatively quickly, and due to this speed of deployment,
approximately 10 miles of barriers were installed over a 4 to 5 day period. Fortunately, the
combination of clay dikes, sandbag dikes, and Hesco barriers, together with the tremendous
efforts by City of Fargo staff, National Guard, and volunteers, worked, and the City of Fargo

largely escaped serious flooding. -

In the aftermath of these efforts, various comments surfaced regarding the performance of the
Hesco Barriers. In particular, concerns were raised about the possibility of the Hesco’s sliding
laterally over the ground surface due to water pressure, and the increased rate of seepage through
the barriers over expected rates. ‘Also, concerns were raised about two specific locations where
Hesco’s had been deployed, and significant leakage had occurred requiring emergency actions to

prevent possible breaching.

 Hesco Bastion, concerned about these comments, approached Wenck Associates, Inc. (Wenck)
to provide an independent engineering evaluation of the performance of the Hesco barriers
during the Fargo floodfighting efforts. The scope of this engineering evaluation was agreed to

be as folloWs:

e Meet with Mr. Dennis Barkemeyer of Hesco Bastion to discuss installation procedures
that were used at the various sites in Fargo.

e Evaluate photographs taken during installation of the barriers.
e Visit selected Hesco sites around Fargo to evaluate post-flood barriers.

e Interview City of Fargo/COE staff to discuss product use, problems they encountered
or noted, comparison to other dikes (sand bag and clay), and comments on the products.

e Revisit dike locations where the City/COE indicated they had problems or issues.

¢ Evaluate product and its uses in Fargo for floodfighting in light of the frozen ground
oftentimes encountered, and the soft clay soils.

e Prepare a letter report or technical memorandum that outlines the findings of the above
work, and provides récommendations for future use in this environment.

1-2

1228310 I\Hesco Bastion Report.doc
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1.1

12

PURPOSE OF EVALUATION
This independent engineering evaluation was requested by Hesco Bastion, LL.C to
address comments raised after Hesco units were installed in Fargo, North Dakota for

combating flooding by the Red River of the North in March, 2009.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Hesco Bastion Concertainers® (’héreinafter referred to as “Hesco”), are a structural
system of linked baskets containing fill material. They provide a way of positiohing and
containing large volumes of earth, sand, gravel, or rock to form either temporary or fong
term structures. They may then be used for a variety of projects, including emergency
flood protection (as at Fargo, North Dakota in 2009). The units are manufactured in
various sizes and are made of welded galvanized steel mesh that are assembled with
coiled joints. A polypropylene, nonwoven geotextile liner retains the fill material that is
placed into the open top basket. The baskets are initially flat-packed on pallets, then
extended and joined with joining bins, filled with fill material, and placgd in various
configurations depending on the end use. The units are lightweight, portable, and are

easily deployed.

UA2283\0 1Y Hesco Bastion Report.doc
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2.1

2.2

2.3

24

2.0 - City of Fargo Uses of Hesco Barriers

NUMBER OF MILES USED VERSUS TOTAL

The City of Fargo constructed a total of approximately 80 miles of dikes using a
combination of clay, sandbags, and Hesco barriers. There were approximately 10 miles of
Hesco barriers deployed within the City of Fargo. The barriers were used for both
primary and contingency dikes, and were placed on paved and non-paved surfaces, as
well as on top of‘existing levees. The Iocation and fypes of dikes are shown in

Attachment A.

SIZES

The City of Fargo deployed two types of Hesco- units, the standard and flood barriers in
the 3" deep by 3" high by 157 long, and 3’ deep by. 4’ high by 15" long sizes. The standard
barriers have separation fabric dividing each barrier into five equal compartments, 3’

long each. The flood barriers do not utilize the separation fabric between compartments,

“so each unit is able to have continuous fill material.

INSTALLATION RATES _

Installation rates varied,greatly‘ due to the availability of fill material, and the éccess to
the area in terms of both men, equipment, and physiéal access. Field personnel that were
interviewed stated they typically could deploy and fill 400 to 600 feet of Hesco’s per

hour.

COMPLICATING FACTORS _

The City of Fargo is located in the Red River Valley, formed at the bottom-of former
glacial Lake Agassiz. This lake deposited thick sequences of lacustrine clays and silts,
which form the soils here. These soils are very fertile, but have pobr engineering

properties, and are prone to slippage and soil failures. Weather conditions prior to the

2-1

UA2283%01\Hesco Bastion Report.doc
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rising of the Red River had completely saturated these soils, making conditions very
muddy. Dikes then had to built on top of, and using, these saturated clay soils, often .

while rains continued. Subgrade conditions were thus tar from ideal.

Later in the week prior to the predicted flood crest for the Red River, the weather
changed again to very cold, and the area received nearly one foot ofsnbw. These cold
conditions ]jersisted for awhilé, and caused many of the soils to.freeze at the surface,
further complicating subgrade conditions on which the Hesco barriers (and all temporary

dikes) were built.

UA2283% 1 Hesco Bastion Report.doc
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3.0 Interviews with City and City
Representatives |

3.1

3.2

ISSUES RAISED AND AREAS OF CONCERN -

During interviews with personnel involved with the Hesco barriers, concerns were
brought up about the stability of the barriers. Some had thought that the barriers were
kicking out at the bottom, leaning and possibly sliding over the soil surface. Comments
were made about lines of Hesco barriers installed “straight”, but then becoming ragged
looking over subsequent days as though some were sliding and/or leaning, even though
no floodwater had reached them as yet. Concerns were also raised about possible sliding
and/or overturning of the Hesco barriers if floodwaters came up over their half-way level

(approximately 2 feet vs. the 4-foot height of the barriers), especially since many were

- already leaning toward the water (although not installed with a noticeable “lean™).

Additionally, seepage through some of the barriers had caused some concern.

~ Two specific locations of concern were also brought up by the City of Fargo. The first

was on 5" Street South (just south of 1-94), and the second was along the south side of -

Drain 27 (just east of 1-29). It was stated that the 5™ Street area had to be buttressed with

material on the back side of the Hesco barriers and a section of sandbag dike, after a

significant leak was found in the transition area from Hesco barrier to sandbag dike. The

second was the Drain 27 area, which had shown settlement in one area where the Hesco

barriers were placed on top of an existing earthen levee.

COMMENTS FROM INTERVIEWS

After hearing the above issues, Wenck interviewed several engineers that wefe directly
involved in erecting Hesco barriers during the flood fight, as well as clay or sandbag
dikes. These engineers included representatives from the City Engineering Department,

and local firms, Ulteig Engineers, and SRF Engineers. Questions were asked directly

3-1
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about the issues raised above, and what the engineers observed, as well as about the two

locations of concerns.

The first location of concern, 5" Street South, was thought to be a problem due to a
sandbag dike being butted up directly to a Hesco barrier, with little or no overlap. This
transition area had started to leak, so emergency crews buttressed the back side with clay
to stop the excessive leakage. Field personnel thought the problem was due to the poor

transition, not the Hesco units.

The second location of concern, along the south side of Drain 27, was due to water
pushing through a stofmwater structure and discharging rapidly out the top of a manhole.
This water saturated the dike around the structure and caused a section of the dike to
slump (sag), including the Hesco units on top of the dike. Field personnel packed clay -
over the top of the manhole, and built a small cofferdam around it to stop the leakage.
Field personnel thought this issue had nothing to do with the Hesco units, only the

stormwater structure.

Field personnel indicated that the amount of dikes constructed with the Hesco barriers in
a shoft time was instrumental in protecting the city. Building the 10 miles with sandbag
dikes would have been very difficult with the time and volunteers available, plus the
miles already built with sandbags. Additionally, the uniformity of the dikes erected with
Hesco units was thought to be very important, especially relative to sandbag dikes raised
“on an emergency basis by volunteers. They also noted that the units adapted to terrain
changes very well. Most thought that seepage under the units was less than what a
sandbag dike would be, even without the poly—sheéting used in most locations. Field
personnel believed that any leaning or apparent sliding of the units was most likely due to
settlement of the units into the saturated clay subsoils, as subgrade locations were often
poor due to the saturated conditions, and then the snow and freezing conditions, rather

than actual sliding.

(9%}
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4.1

4.0 On Site Evaluations by Wenck Associates,
Inc.

VISUAL INSPECTION »
Visual observations were made of Hesco barrier installations at 5" Street South, Drain

27, the Fargo Country Club golf course, 40" Avenue South, Timberline addition, and the

Harwood Groves area.

The 5™ Street Hesco barriers were difficult to inspect for the concerns that were brought

_up by City staff. The area behind the Hesco barriers and sandbag dike had been filled in

with sand after issues were first brought up. During interviews with field personnel it was
determined that this area most livkely didn’t have the sandbag dike tied in sufficiently to
the Hesco barriers. It was stated that the sandbags butted up directly to the Hesco units,

instead of using a sufficient overlap to adequately protect the transition.

In the Drain 27 area, Hesco barriers were placed on top of an existing earthen levee.
Settlement was noted in a section of the earthen levee just east of I-29 on the south side
of the drain. Interviews and inspection showed that this appeared to be due to an existing
storm sewer running through the existing earth levee and discharging to the drain. After
installation of the Hesco barriers and noticeable settlement in part of the dike, it became
apparent that a storm sewer structure located within the earthen levee was discharging

water through the top of the structure and onto the earthen levee. This leakage completely -

* saturated the area and allowed the Hesco barriers to settle into the earthen levee, as well

as causing settlement of the levee itself.

The Fargo Country Club area consisted of Hesco barriers being deployed through the
golf course. Evidence of soft soils were noted from the ruts left by equipment used to

deploy and fill the Hesco barriers.

4-1
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The 40™ Avenue south area had Hesco barriers installed on top of an existing earthen
levee. A concern of the barriers leaning was made during interviews. Measurements
showed that the barriers were leaning approximately 3.5 in 4 vertical feet. These barriers

have also settled on the water side approximately a /427, and none on the dry side.

The Timberline afea consisted of Hesco barriers that were used for primary temporary
protection. Barriers were placed in residential backyards along a drainage channel. It was
noted that some of the Hesco barriers were leaning. Measurements were made at a few -
locations, which showed 6.5 of lean in four feet. Field personnel indicated that the
barriers were leaning during installation because of the iay of the land, and that they had
-performed field measurements over a couple of days and determined t.hat the units had

" not shown any movement.

The Harwood Groves area consisted of Hesco barriers installed in a 2 — | configuration
(base 2 barriers wide with a single unit placed on top). The Hesco barriers were providing
secondary protection is this area. Clay had been placed up to the top of the base units on

the backside.
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5.0 Technical Evaluations

5.1

5.1.1

This section discusses three different traditional failure mechanisms for retaining
structures such as the Hesco barriers; sliding, overturning/tipping, and seepage, and the
Hesco barriers resistance to them. Within each of this subsections, references to previous

studies are introduced and discussed (if available), followed by an independent review.

SLIDING
Sliding of a retaining system (i.e., the Hesco barriers) is most simply defined by Equation
1, which relates the resisting and driving forces for sliding to the overall factor of safety
against sliding. For long-term situations (i.e. permanent walls), it is considered good
practice to have a factor of safety (FS) against sliding equal at least 1.5, meaning that the
resisting forces are 50% greater than the driving forces. For short-term situations,
applicable to temporary flood protection dikes, this accéptable factor of safety is 1.3.

_ Resisting Forces (F\» tand) + cL,

FS = — (Equation 1) |
Driving Forces F, : o

Where: F, = Weight of basket (1 “slice” of basket) minus uplift force (Ibs/ft)
&= Interface friction coefficient
¢ = Cohesion, or undrained shear streﬁgth (lbs/ftz)
L = Length, or basket depth (ft)

Fi, = Horizontal force from water (Ibs/ft)

Review of Available Information
A report issued for the United States Senate Committee on Appropriations, dated June
29-30, 2004, discussed possible sliding, and is provided in Attachment B for reference.

This report discusses the resistance to sliding based on different types of fill soils (fine

5-1
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sand, coarse sand, and gravel), and different types of surfacing materials (earth, concrete,

and grass).

"Table | of the referenced report, shown below, gives the interface coefficients of friction

for the fill soils and surfacing materials.

Table 1. Interface friction information

Note: tan'8 = Tangent (8) = p or the friction coclficient.

Interface Coefficient of Friction
Fill Type Earth Concrete Grass
tan & o tan 8 ) tan )
Fine Sand 0.58 30 "~ 0.35 19 0.30 17
Coarse Sand 0.67 34 0.45 24 0.35 19
Gravel 0.78 38 0.60 31 0.40 22

Using the above information, the authors of the referenced report compiled factors of

safety against sliding for 30 different load cases, considering various structure heights,

flood heights, fill types, and surfacing materials. This information is provided in

Attachment B, but most of the cases are shown again (albeit in a different order) in Table

2 below. Information not included in Table 2 are the cases where the flood height was

higher than the structure height, and also cases where the fill material was gravel

(because site observations in Fargo noted that only sand was used to fill the Hesco

Concertainers).

Table 2. Factor of safety against sliding for various load cases organized by flood

FS (full
1 lift .

heightl
Case | Flood Height StruFture Su‘rface Fill Type
Height Type
4 3 3 Concrete Fine sand
5 3 3 Concrete Coarse sand
1 3 .3 Earth Fine sand
2 3 3 Earth Coarse sand
7 3 3 Grass Fine sand
8 3 3 Grass Coarse sand
13 3 4 Concrete Fine sand
14 3 4 Concrete Coarse sand
10 3 4 Earth Fine sand
il 3 4 Earth Coarse sand
5-2
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) - Structure Surface A FS ffull FS'(no
Case | Flood Height Height Type Fill Type uplift unlift
16 3 4 ' Grass Fine sand
17 -3 4 Grass Coarse sand
22 4 4 Concrete Fine sand
23 4 4 Concrete Coarse sand
19 4 4 Earth Fine sand
20 4 4 Earth Coarse sand
25 4 4 Grass Fine sand
26 4 4. Grass Coarse sand
) Red highlighting means the factor of safety is not acceptable (below 1.0).
Yellow highlighting means that the factor of safety is only marginally acceptable (between 1.0 and 1.3)
Blue highlighting means that the factor of safety is acceptable (greater than 1.3) for short-term
conditions.
This table indicates that the authors found acceptable or marginally acceptable factors of
safety against sliding are achievable for many of the cases analyzed, including all of the
cases where the flood height was 3 feet, the containers were 4 feet high, and the
containers were placed on earth. '
5.1.2 Independent Review

The above calculated factor of safety values assume that upliﬁ pressures exist and will
reduce the available resisting force. This is a conservative opinion, because it is likely
that even if a layer of sand is frozen at the base of the Hesco Concertainer, enough pore-
water pressure would be dissipated so as to minimize or negate the resulting uplift
pressures (from buoyancy of the structure vs. the underlying soils), simply based on the

fact that the dréinage path for seepage beneath the unit is no longer than about 3 feet.

An analysis was also completed for a two layer Hesco system (consider a double
container base and a single container top) using the same theories as used to develop
Table 2 (i.e., forces acting on a one-foot cross-section of barrier). This information is

provided in Table 3, below.
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Table 3. Factor of safety against sliding for various load cases organized by flood
height"2 '
. Structure Surface - FS (full l;‘S (no
Case | Flood Height Height Type Fill Type
4 6 6 Concrete Fine sand
5 6 6 Concrete Coarse sand
1 6 6 Earth Fine sand
2 6 6 Earth Coarse sand
7 6 6 Grass { Fine sand
8 6 - 6 Grass Coarse sand
13 7 8 Concrete Fine sand
14 7 8 Concrete Coarse sand
10° 7 8 Earth Fine sand
11 7 8 Earth Coarse sand
16 7 8 Grass Fine sand
17 7 8 Grass Coarse sand
22 8 8 Concrete Fine sand
23 8 8 “Concrete | Coarse sand
19 8 8 Earth Fine sand 8
20 8 8 Earth Coarsesand | 1.1 |
28 8 8 Grass Fine sand 0.5
26 8 8 -Grass Coarse sand
" Red highlighting means the factor of safety is not acceptable (at or below 1.0).
Yellow highlight means that the factor of safety is only marginally acceptable (between 1.0 and 1.3).
Blue highlighting means that the factor of safety is acceptable (greater than 1.3) for short-term
conditions. ' '
' QOverall system is set up as 2 containers on the bottom and one on top.
This table shows that careful engineering is needed before installing such a two-tier
system, as acceptable factors of safety are achievable for much fewer cases than the
single tier system. These relatively low calculated factors, together with some concerns
about the single tier system, especially with flood height equal to barrier height, showed
that some actual field testing of the barriers should be done. This was largely due to
actual field experience not squaring well with theory.
5.1.3 Field Testing

In response to the concerns raised above, field test analyses were performed on partial
sections of the Hesco units to determine the sliding resistance to lateral forces. These

analyses were done in Fargo on April 9, 2009, and reported on i a separate technical

5.4
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memo to Hesco Bastion LLC, dated April 30, 2009. Tests on 3° deep by 3° wide by 4°
high sections were conducted with the filled units placed on various base surfaces. The
total amount of force required to move the unit was recorded, along with the .volume and
weight of the filled unit. This allowed the actual friction coefficient and factor of safety
to be computed in a real-life environment. An independent soils laboratory performed
soil analyses on submitted fill sa‘m_ples, and gave a unit weight and gradation of the fill
sand for both uncompacted and medium compacted samples (see Tables 4, 5 and 6).
[Note: The tield tests did not consider overturning, bearing capzicity of the underlying

soils, or seepage rates of the units.]

Table 4. Field Data Collected

Basket | Basket | Calculated | Calculated
Weight | Weight Friction Friction
Hesco Unit Load @89.5 | @ 102.0 | Coefficient | Coefficient
Test Test | (“Basket”) Cell PCF PCF if Sand is if Sand is
Surface # Volume Reading Sand Sand 89.5 PCF 102.0 PCF
(ft)) (Ibs) (Ibs) (Ibs) ‘ :
Grass 1 48.8 2700 4387 4978 0.62 - 0.54
Grass -
Muddy 2 44.0 3300 3956 4488 _0.83 0.74
Grass -
Muddy/ .
Saturated 3 51.4 3400 4621 5243 0.74 0.65
PCC ] i
Street 4 46.7 2700 4198 4763 0.64 0.57
PCC -
Street 5 49.8 2600 4477 5080 0.58 0.51

Notes: Weights of sand are from laboratory tests on samples obtained during field testing — 89.5 PCF is average
‘uncompacted, and 102.0 PCF is average of compacted samples to approximately 88% Standard Proctor.

PCF = Pounds per Cubic Foot '

PCC = Portland Concrete Cement

5-5
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Force
Causing
Forces Resisting Slidin Sliding
Basket Fupiin F. .
Weight | (y, x Hx wXH x | Factor of
Test Surface @xV | W) n Fr w)/2 Safety
(Ibs) (Ibs) (Ibs) (Ibs)
Grass 4387 842 0.58 2056 842 244
Grass - Muddy 3956 842 0.78 2429 842 2.88
Grass -
Muddy/Saturated 4621 842 0.70 2645 842 3.14
PCC Street 4338 842 0.58 2028 842 240

Table 6: Summary of Factor of Safety Calculations for Water 4> High Against 3’ x 3Ix4

High Baskets

Force
Causing
Forces Resisting Slidin Sliding
Basket Fupiin Fw
: Weight | (v, xH x (vw xH x| Factor of
Test Surface Q. xVy | wh) n Fr w)/2 Safety
' . (Ibs) (Ibs) (Ibs) (Ibs) .
Grass 4387 1123 0.58 1893 1497 1.26
Grass - Muddy 3956 1123 0.78 2209 1497 1.47
Grass - ‘ .
Muddy/Saturated . 4621 1123 0.70 2449 1497 1.63
PCC Street 4338 1123 0.58 1865 1497 1.24
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1) Summary of Calculated Friction Coefficient Data

Friction coefficients were calculated for each of the field tests performed.

The field data showed significantly higher friction coefficients than the original
engineering calculations, which used published friction coefficients for the different
base materials. This is believed to be due to the deformation of the bottom edge of the
basket, which was observed as it began to slide. This deformation cannot be

- discounted, however, as it would occur in the event that the lateral loads applied to
the basket were enough to cause lateral movement. Therefore, the field measured
friction coefficients are believed to be valid for the specific situations in which the

baskets were tested.

These higher friction coefficients, in turn, show that the actual performance of the

Hesco units in resisting sliding is higher than the calculated resistance using
published friction coefficients, as shown by the factors of safety calculated in Tables

5 and 6.
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5.2 OVERTURNING/TIPPING
Traditional methods of overturning analysis are not truly applicable for this type of

container because of the general deformability of the system, plus the possibility that

uplift pore-water pressures can often be dissipated

through the sandy infill material. Even if a layer
of sand is frozen at the base of the Hesco

~ Concertainer, enough pore-water pressure would
Ee likely dissipated so as to minimize or negate the

uplift pressures, simply based on the fact that the

. . 1.30 FEET 0.25 FEET
drainage path is no longer than about 3 feet. .

‘ ’ : RESISTING  DRIVING
Therefore, the overturning and tipping will most BLACK - BLOCK

likely be related to either 1) installation issues (where infill material is placed in a mannet
such that initial container tilt occurs), or 2) thaw of the subsoil on only one side of the
container occurs, such that some differential settlement occurs (e.g., rising water on one

side of barrier thaws the soil beneath one side).

As discussed earlier in this report, some of the units were experiencing some tilt, with -
angles nearing 6 or 7 degrees. Based on information obtained during the field work, it is
believed that the units showing some tilt were either installed that way, or settlement of

the units into the base soils occurred.

For a single layer system, a tilt of less than 14 degrees is a reasonable maximum value.
The reason for this is becéuse the system tends to operate as %1 block. Therefore, at an
angle of 14 degrees or less, there is at least 7 times the mass holding back the container
from tipping. When considering this angle, the resisting mass and the associated moment
arm of the units, based on the resisting and driving forces, a calculated system factor of
safety against overturning is greater than 30.- This is shown by Equation 2 below.
Overtuming or tipping is not considered to be a significant problem, therefore, unless the
entire subgrade fails. ‘

5-8
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5.3

Resisting Forces

FS —

Driving Forces .
ES _ Resisting Block Area x Resisting Moment Arm x Density

Driving Block Area x Driving Moment Arm x Density (Equation 2)
SEEPAGE

Field personnel’s input on the issue of seepage by the Hesco barriers varied greatly.
Some thodght that the seepage was excessive, while others thought it was less than a
traditional sandbag levee would be. Most areas had poly-sheeting placed on the wet side
of the Hesco units. However, an area of Drain 27 did not receive poly-sheeting, and the

field staff thought that the seepage wasn’t excessive and was easily managed.

Assessment of actual seepage rates in the field were not part of this report.

5.3.1 Review of Available Information

[n 2004, the USACOE conducted tests on Hesco units in regards to seepage rates. These
initial tests showed higher seepage rates than other levee systems. Most of the seepége
occurred through the seams between adjacent units. Hesco learned after these test that the
end panels on adjacent units should be removed to decrease the amount of seepage.
Retesting of the units for seepage rates was conducted by USACOE in July and August,
2005. In this retest, the end panels of units butted up against on another were removed.
This allowed for a continuously filled sand unit with no gaps between units. This retest

showed seepage rates of 0.04 gpm/ft at 1’ of head, and 0.14 gpm/ft and a head of2.85"
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6.0 Summary and Recommendations

Overall, the consensus of opinion among users of the Hesco barriers for the Fargo floodfight is
that the barriers are well—desigﬁed, and were vital to the succeés of the effort to contain the
flooding from the Red River of the North. They were appreciative of the speed of deployment
(vital in emergency situations such as this), their ability to adapt to irregular subgrades, and the
uniformity of results compared to sandbag dikes. Some cautions oftentimes repeated were to be
careful with proper filling of the barriers, and to pay.panicular attention to the subgrade the
barriers are placed on, as this can cause significant problems. Additionally, transitions between
Hesco’s and other types of dikes need to be done carefully, allowing an adequate overlap to
prevent a Weak spot in the resulting dike. Adequate monitoring of the completed barrier wall
.niust be done, just as for any temporary dike, throughout the emergency period. Most users,
especially those who used them in the field, declared they would use them again, given the same

situation.

Some useful recommendations were made, however, and should be considered by Hesco

Bastion.

o Consider use of colored hinge pins to join the units together. This would make the
visual inspection of finished units easier and faster, particularly at night (i.c., Were

the baskets properly joined during installation?).

o Additional training. Several users reported receiving only very minimal training in
how to properly install the units. This caused considerable problems and delays in
getting the various installations properly started, especially as new workers arrived to

help.

6-1
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o Preparation of a Guidance Document for communities considering using the Hesco
barriers. Like mdst products being considered to fight a flood, proper engineering
needs to be done prior to installing them. Such a guidance document could be givén
to communities prior to their using Hesco’s, recommending the type of engineering
ne.eded, the considerations that need to be made, and procedures to follow for such
things as needed site preparation, height of barrie.rs needed for the predicted flood
elevations and their configuration (e.g.. 2-4° barriers with 1-4” stacked over them, or
2-4" with 2 more 4’ barriers stacked over them), lessening seepage with plastic
sheeting and how to do it (fr‘ont tace of barrier, back face, how anchored, etc.),
joining Hesco barrier walls to sandbag or clay dikes (necessary overlap, tie-ins, etc.),

and proper installation procedures.
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Attachment A

Red River Flood Protection Plan — 3/26/2009-
(Map of Levee System)
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3

ENGINEERING ANALYSIS

The ability of the Concertainer® structure to withstand hydrostatic and uplift forces, as
well as other forces, results primarily from a combination of shape and weight of the
structure and the frictional resistance generated along its base. The linkages between the
units also allows for the load on a single unit to be distributed over several adjacent units.
The structure is compliant and deforms slightly as a response to applied loads. This
particularly important when the structure responds to uplifting forces. The
Concertainer® basket is basically a shell and will experience almost no uplifting forces.
Since the basket is open at the bottom, if the unit is raised the fill material remains in
contact with the ground surface. The uplifting force on the fill will be due to buoyancy
and not from any mechanical force of the basket. Therefore, the conventional analysis of’
stability based upon overturning is not applicable to the Concertainer® structure.
‘However, because the basket and fill could be displaced laterally, the analysis of the
stability of the structure to sliding is appropriate.

The ability of the structure to resist lateral forces it can be theoretically analyzed based
upon the assumption that the structure will respond as a rigid body to hydrodynamic
forces. A general load case is shown in Figure 1.

Fw,Fi —» | I

I ll

| w Tl

T I { H
h Fh - | VI
d I «B- I

{ LA
T T « Rh
Fu Rv '

Figure I. Schematic diagram of forces on a Concertainer® unit.

The Figure illustrates that the force per foot of structure on the Concertainer® can result
from several sources::

W = weight of the basket and fill

Fh = hydrostatic pressure force

Fw = wave forces '

Fi = impact force

Fu = uplift force

Rv = vertical reaction force of the soil

Rh = horizontal reaction force of the soil, with a maximum value equal to Cf Rv,
where Cf is the coefficient of friction along the interface

United States Senate

Committee on Appropriations
June 29-30, 2004
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The formulas for the static forces for the load case shown in Figure 1 and their lines of
action from point A, are as follows:

W= Y2ym BH @ Bf2
Fh=Y%yh? : , @ h/3
Fu= “2yBh ' @2/3B
Rv = W- Fu - @1/3B

Rh = Fh with maximum value of Cf Rv

Where:
B = width of the Concertainer®
H = height of the Concertainer®
¥nu = unit weight of the fillor S y
¥ = unit weight of water
S = specific gravity of the fill
h = height of water above the base of the structure

The resistance to sliding can be expressed as a factor of safety, which is the ratio of the
resisting forces to the applied forces. The horizontal resisting force is the frictional
resistance generated along the base of the structure, given by Cf Rv. The applied
hydrostatic force is Fh. Thus factor of safety against sliding can then be defined by

SF= CfRv/Fh = Cf(W-FU)/Fh

The analysis presented is based upon treating the structure as a rigid body, the
Concertainer® is actually deformable and it would affect the impact loads and the
overturning. The Concertainer® is highly resistant to impact loads because the basket
and fill deform when the load is applied, thus lengthening the timec over which the
impacting object is stopped, and hence reducing the force. The amount of deformation
would depend upon the where the impact occurred, with more deformation occurring
near the top of the structure.

The Concertainer® structure is well suited to resist impact loads. The structure is
compliant such that it will deform under loads. This property means that a unit will.
absorb debris loads and actually experience a lower force from debris than rigid
structures would experience for the same debris. This can be explained because debris
loads resulting from floating objects such as vegetation, logs and lumber are impact
loads. In an impact load the force produced by the impacting object depends upon the
initial momentum of the object, its mass time its velocity, and the time over which the
objects velocity is reduced to zero by the impact; that is its deceleration. The compliancy
of the structure thus extends the time over which the impacting object is stopped. This
results in a reduced deceleration and hence a reduced force on the structure. The
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performance of the structure under debris loads would also depend upon the water depth
relative to the top of the structure, the fill in the structure and the shape of the debris
object. Impact tests for specific objects of interest for various fill types would need to be
conducted. The effect of debris loads on the performance of the Concertainer® can be
-accounted for by including impact loads in the analysis of the factor of safety against
sliding. - : /

Waves can affect the Concertainer® structure in several different manners: as an
additional horizontal force, as a carrier of debris, and as a mechanism for removing
material from the structure. The effects of waves will depend upon whether the waves
hitting the structure are non-breaking, breaking or broken waves. The horizontal force on

v a structure produced by each type of wave can be computed from standard coastal
engineering design procedures, e.g., the Shore Protection Manual, and included in the
analysis of the resistance of a structure to sliding for various unit sizes and types of fill.,
Debris loads could be severely increased under wave action. While the movement of
water resulting from a current will be generally parallel to the structure, wave action
causes water movement that is more generally perpendicular to the structure. The
velocity of the water at the crest of a breaking wave approaches the phase speed of the
wave and, even in shallow water, can reach a value of several feet/sec. Thus velocity of
the debris could be greatly increased by the presence of waves. The property of the
Concertainer® to absorb impact loads clearly becomes an advantage in resisting this
wave enhanced threat from debris. The effect of waves on the erosion of material from
the structure will depend upon the height of the mean water at the structure, the height
and type of wave hitting the structure, and the fill material. When the combined mean
water height and incoming wave height is lower than the top of the structure, no erosion -
would occur. For mean water levels below the top of the structure, but with wave height
high enough to overtop the structure, erosion would be minimal. Water would be thrown
onto the top of the fill with little horizontal velocity and wet the fill. For higher waves,
waves that break into the structure, there would be some initial suspension and transport
of fill out of the structure. When the mean water height exceeds the height of the
structure so that it becomes submerged all types of waves would suspend some fill
material. The amount of fill removed would depend upon the intensity of the wave action.
and the type of fill. These various effects of wave action on the structure would need to
be considered in the selection of the Concertainer® size and fill so as to maintain an
acceptable factor of safety against sliding under expected field conditions.
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GROUND SURFACE PERFORMANCE

The performance of the Concertainer® on various surfaces will depend both on the type
of surface and the type of fill used in the structure. This is because the same fill will
interact differently with different surface materials. The net effect of the surface/fill
interaction can be expressed through the interface friction coefficient. As shown above,
the friction coefficient directly affects the resistance of the structure to sliding. Other
factors that may need to be considered concerning the surface upon which the structure is
placed are the permeability of the surface and it’s bearing capacity. Given the test

" conditions described in the solicitation, the bearing capacity and permeability of the test

surfaces should present no problems. However, in actual usage, these issues would need
to be investigated at each field site. :

The actual coefficient of friction between different fill materials and the different test
surfaces will depend upon the detailed characteristics each. " Since these are not known at
this time, representation values of the friction coefficient can be taken from published

~values. The following values were used in the stability analysis:

Table 1. Soil parameters used in the analysis.

Fill Type Specific Gravity Interface Coefficient of Friction
: : Earth Concrete Grass
Fine Sand 1.60 .58 35 30
Coarse Sand 1.76 67 45 35
Gravel 1.92 : .78 .60 40

The coefficients of friction between concrete and for various fill types are taken from the
Shore Protection Manual (Table 7-15 and 7-16). Table 7-16 gives the friction
coefficients for concrete dams on sand and gravel. For freshly graded surfaces, earthen
material is present both in the container and on the surface. The friction resistance will
depend upon the angle of internal friction for the each material. The values used in the
analysis for the various fills on an earthen surface are based upon the angles of internal
friction for firmly packed sediments as given in Table 7-15 of the SPM. For the grass
surface case, the approach taken is that the cocfficient of friction will be assumed to be
smaller than for a concrete surface. Thus the concrete values were reduced for gravel,
coarse sand, and fine sand by factor of .67, .77 and .86 respectively.
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FIELD REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE

Depends on the location,

TEST CONDITION ANALYSIS

The performance of the Concertainer® under a particular set of test conditions can be
determined using the formulas presented above. Various load cases were considered .
based upon the type of surface at the test site, the height of the floodwater, the size of the
structure and the fill material. The results of these calculations are given in Table 2.

A single load case will be used to illustrate the methodology used in computing the factor
of safety against sliding. The structure will be assumed to be placed on either grass, earth
or concrete. A 3 foot by 3 foot unit will be subject to a 3 foot flood, with no waves or
impact loads. The structure will be fill with either fine sand, coarse sand, or gravel. The

formula for the factor of safety against sliding for a 3 foot Concertainer® unit (b=H=3
feet) as

FS = Cf ( W-Fu)/Fh
or
S = Cf (HBSy-hBy/2)/(h’y/2) = 2BCf (HS-h/2)/(h?)

This can be simplified for H = B =3 ft, and h=3 feet to
FS= 67Cf(3S-1.5)

For the various fill materials and surface types the values of Cfand S can be specified.
For example, for an earthen surface and with a fine sand fill, S= 1.60 and Cf = .58. The
computed factor of safety is

FS = .67 (.58) (3(1.60) - 1.5) = 1.28

This is the result shown in Table 2 for load case 1. For coarse sand S = 1.76 and Cf =

. .67, and the resulting factor of safety is 1.69, as shown in Table 2 for load case 2. For
gravel, S = 1.92 and Cf = .78, and the factor of safety is 2.22, as shown in Table 2 as load
case 3.

The other load cases listed in Table 2 were based upon changing the surface types, flood
water depth and unit size. A second set of calculations were performed based upon
increasing the flood water depth to 4 feet, and placing a 2 foot by 2 foot Concertainer®
on top of a 3 foot by 3 foot unit. The factors of safety against sliding for different
surfaces are given in load cases 28, 29 and 30.
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Overall the analysis indicates that for the fill types and surface types considered, large
changes in the factor of safety can occur. For example, for a 3 foot by 3 foot uniton a
concrete surface the factor of safety changes from .77 to 1.13, to 1.70 as the fill is
changed from fine sand, to coarse sand and then to gravel.

Table 2. Factor of safety against sliding for various load cases.

Load Surface  Structure  Flood Fill Factor of Safety
Case Type Hgt Hgt Type ~ Against Sliding
1 E 3 3 FS 1.28
2 E 3 3 CS 1.69
3 E 3 3 GR 222
4 C 3 3 FS 71
5 C 3 3 CS 113
6 C 3 3 GR 1.70
7 G 3 3 ES .66
8 G 3 3 cS : .88
9 G 3 ¥ GR ‘ 1.14
10 E 4 ¥ FS ‘ 2.53
11 E 4 3y - CS 3.30
12 E 4 ¥ GR 4.28
13 C 4’ 3 FS ‘ 1.52
14 C 4 S CS . 222
15 cC 4 3 GR 3.29
16 G 4 3’ EFS 1.31
17 G -4 3 Cs 1.72
18 G 4 3 GR 2.20.
19 E 4 4 FS - 1.28
20 E 4 4 Cs 1.69
21 E 4 4 GR 222
22 C 4 4’ FS -
23 C 4 4 cs 1.13
24 C 4 4 GR 1.70
25 G 4 -4 FS .66
26 G 4’ 4 CS - .- 88
27 G 4 4 GR _ 1.14
28 E 4 -5 FS 1.07
29 E 4 5 CS 1.41
30 E

4 s GR . 1.85

Note: E = Earthen surface
. C = Concrete surface
G = Grass surface
FS = Fine sand fill
CS = Coarse sand fill
GR = Gravel fill
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The data presented herein by HESCO Bastion USA, LLC from the Rapid
Deployment Flood Wall Testing at Engineering Research and Development Center
(ERDC) Water Experimental Station (WES) in preliminary information from Dr. Joseph
Suhayda.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: RECIPIENTS OF TECHNICAL REPORTS AND INFORMATION -

The information provided by Hesco herewith is intended solely to provide general guidance to a
purchaser or potential purchaser of its products, who accepts full responsibility for the engineering
and other design, installation and use of structures incorporating the Hesco Concertainer and
associated products. While reasonable care has been taken to ensure that the information
provided is accurate and has been obtained from reliable sources, and the information is provided
in good faith based upon that which is available at the time of production, Hesco provides no
guarantee or warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or effectiveness of the information.
Nothing herein shall be construed as a substitute for the need for the purchaser to exercise or
employ adequate independent technical expertise and judgment. Purchaser acknowledges that
risks and dangers may arise from foreseeable and unforeseeable causes and assumes ali risk
and danger and all responsibility for any losses and/or damages to person or property that may
result from purchaser’s use of Hesco's products. HESCO PROVIDES NO GUARANTEE OR
WARRANTY, WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED BY LAW, IN CONNECTION WITH ITS SALE
OR THE THIRD PARTY INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREWITH, INCLUDING WITHOUT
LIMITATION MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, EXCEPT AS
EXPRESSLY STATED IN ITS STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE.
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Environmental aspects

The only material used (sand) is considered to be nonhazardous and nontoxic, so
there were no exposure hazards during these tests.

If the floodwater is contaminated with bacteria or pollutants, the sand fill inside the
bags also may be contaminated. The sandbag itself should provide some filtering
protection, especially for nonwater-soluble and small contaminants such as floating oil,
but water-soluble contaminants would likely seep into the sand fill.

Hesco Bastion Concertainer® Levee Tests

Design

Hesco Bastion Concertainer® (hereinafter referred to as “Hesco®?), listed under
U.S. Patents 3333970, 5472297, and European Patent 046626, is a structural system of
linked baskets containing fill material. Hesco® systems have been used around the
world for military operations as well as for combating natural disasters (Hesco 2004).
The corporate Web site is http://www.hesco-usa.com.

The units (Figure 2-44) are manufactured in various sizes and are made of welded
galvanized steel mesh that is assembled with coiled joints. A polypropylene nonwoven
geotextile liner retains the fill material (sand, gravel, or other fill) that is dumped into the
open (top and bottom) basket using minimal labor and commonly available equipment.
The baskets are flat-packed on pallets, extended and joined with joining pins, filled with"
fill material, and stacked in various configurations depending on the end-use. The units
are lightweight, portable, and are easily handled.

Engineering analysis of the system was provided by Hesco®, and listed the ab111ty of
the structure to withstand hydrostatic and uplift forces. The ability of the structure to
resist lateral forces was analyzed based on the assumption that the structure will respond
as arigid body to hydrostatic forces. A free-body diagram of the hydrostatic forces
showed the resistance to lateral sliding on a concrete ﬂoor with a given water height of
3 ft and a coarse-grained fill material.

A test-condition analysis for a 3-ft by 3-ft unit on a concrete floor subjected to a
3-ft-high flood was given for various load cases with given basket and fill weights, given
sand unit weight, vertical and horizontal reaction forces, hydrostatic pressure force, and
uplift force. Assuming an interface coefficient of friction between coarse sand and
concrete floor of 0.45, the safety factor against lateral sliding was calculated to be 1.13
(Load Case 5). No floor anchoring system was accounted for, and no floor anchoring
was planned for the ERDC tests.

Page: 61
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Figure 2-44. Hesco Bastion Concertainer® basket units, assembled and empty

For the ERDC tests, the Hesco® Flood Unit system (General Services

- Administration (GSA) No. GS-07F5369P) was furnished, with unfolded unit dimensions
of 3 ft height by 3 ft depth by 12 ft width, and commercial price of $295 per uriit
(approximately $25 per linear foot). 'End panels (3 ft x 3 ft x 3 ft), connecting joining
pins (3 ft) and connecting coil hinges (3 ft) were also furnished. The wire mesh, joining
pins, and coil hinges were manufactured from 8-gauge steel and coated with a proprietary
galvanizing. Wire mesh size was 3 in. by 3 in. The nonwoven geotextile liner was
GEOTEX® 641. Fill sand was provided by ERDC (delivered price of $7 per cubic yard)
and was classified as poorly graded sand (USCS “SP”) with approximate moisture
content of 6 percent.

Construction .
Layout of the Hesco® levee built at the ERDC test facility is shown in Figure 2-45.

The stacked units were shipped to the laboratory on a wooden pallet. Construction
commenced on 4 May 2004, Relatively cool ambient air temperatures (approximately
60 to 70 deg) provided comfortable working conditions inside the hangar.

Personnel needed to construct the levee included a Hesco® supervisor and four
laborers unfamiliar with the product A 5-min training session commenced (Figure 2- 46),
the supervisor handed out gloves to the workers, and they began unloading and
expanding the units onto the concrete floor (Figure 2-47).
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Figure 2-45. Hesco® levee layout

Figure 2-46. Training session for Hesco® assembly team
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Figure 2-47. Expanding and positioning units

The expanded units were sequentially positioned on the layout footprint, and the coil
hinges were fastened together with the joining pins (Figure 2-48). At angled connections

+ (the intersection of the left and center walls), the supervisor folded and attached end

panels to achieve proper unit geometry (Figure 2-49), and the workers continued pinning
the units together. Nylon cable ties were also used for securing units together at critical
locations determined by the supervisor (Figure 2-50). Initial treatments at concrete wall
abutments were also installed (Figure 2-51). Total installation time for offloading, laying
out, aligning, and connecting the levee structure was 60 min (approximately 1 1ft/min).

The next construction phase consisted of filling the units with sand and completing
the installation. The bottom flaps were flattened against the concrete floor (Figure 2-52).
A front-end loader top-dumped sand into each unit (Figure 2-53). The supervisor and
four workers continued securing the units, filling with sand, compacting, and leveling
sand within the units with shovels while the sand-fill operation was ongoing, until all
units were full and leveled (Figures 2-54 through 2-57). Approximately 24 cu yd of sand
was Tequired to fill the units. ’

No floor anchoring system was used at the concrete wall abutment connections. To
seal the joint between the unit and the concrete wall abutment, expandable foam was
dispensed into the joint by the supervisor (Figures 2-58 and 2-59).

Total installation time for the Hesco® levee was 3.5 hr (approximately 3.4 min per
linear foot of levee). Labor required was a six-man crew (total 20.8 man-hours), and

- equipment required was a Cat® 916 front-end loader, sand, and aerosol foam. On a

linear foot basis, the construction required 20.8 man-hours per 62 1t (measured along the

. protected toe), or 0.3 man-hours per linear foot.
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Figure 2-49. Top view of angled unit at intersection of left and
center walls
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Figure 2-51. Right concrete wall abutment
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Figure 2-52. Securing flaps égainst concrete floor. Note center coils which are
prefastened at factory

o Pt E

Figure 2-53. Filling with sand .

56 Chapter 2 Laboratory Testing and Evaluation of Expedient Flood-fighting Barriers



CALCULATION SHEET o ' Page: 68

Plant: FLH TITLE . Attachment 2
Calc #: ‘ PMF Temporary Modification
ROGGCDX00033320090003 _ Stability Analysis

A AT AT

i

Figure 2-54. Shoveling sand into unit -

Figure 2-55. Leveling and compacting sand within each unit
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Figure 2-56. Filled with sand, view from left concrete wall abutment

=

~ Figure 2-57. View from pool side
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Figure 2-58. Sealing concrete wall abutment with aerosol foam
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Figure 2-59. Expanded foam at abutment with concrete wall

Prior to filling the reservoir to begin the hydrostatic tests, laser targets were
positioned in the levee walls and sealed with expandable foam (Figure 2-60). The
completed structure was instrumented with the center-wall displacement monitoring
system and was readied for static testing (Figure 2-61). The vendor representative agreed
in writing that the levee had been constructed properly and was ready for testing.
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Figure 2-61. Center wall displacement monitoring system

Performange

Testing of the Hesco barrier began after construction was completed and was
documented in the same manner as testing of the sandbag structure. Three minor repairs
were allowed within seven windows of opportunity during the tests, as described in
Appendix C. After the overtopping test, one final repair (or rebuild) was allowed prior to
the impact tests. ' ' : '

Disassembly and removal of the barrier was performed after testing was completed
and the test basin was drained. An environmental evaluation was also performed for the
barrier system, to assess environmental hazards of construction and disposal.
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Hydrostatic head tests

The pool elevation was raised to three different elevations for a minimum of 22 hr at
each predetermined elevation. During the testing period, levee movement and seepage
values were recorded. During and after each test the levee was inspected for weakness
and/or failure before the pool elevation was raised to the next level.

Hydrostatic head test, 1-ft reservoir (33 percent height). The water level in the
reservoir on the pool side of the levee was raised to a height of 1 ft (33 percent of the
levee height). Seepage flow rate ranged from 0.36 to 0.42 gpmy/1ft (Figure 2-62), and no
displacement was observed. Most of the flow rate was observed coming from the wall
cormners, and the vertical joint between unit ends. :

Figure 2-63 shows the wetting front observed on top of the structure as the water
saturated the dry sand. Figure 2-64 is a close-up of seepage occurring at a vertical joint
between units.

Hydrostatic head test, 2-ft reservoir (66 percent height). The water level in the
reservoir on the pool side of the levee was raised to a height of 2 ft (66 percent of levee
height). Seepage flow rate ranged from 0.90 to 0.97 gpm/1ft (Figure 2-65), and no
displacement was observed. Most of the flow was observed coming from the wall
corners and the vertical joint between unit ends. Figure 2-66 shows the structure from the
front.

Hydrostatic head test, 3-ft reservoir (95 percent height). The water level in the
reservoir on the pool side of the levee was raised to an approximate height of 34 in.
(95 percent of levee height). Seepage flow rate ranged from 1.76 to 1.86 gpm/1ft
(Figure 2-67). Lateral displacement ranged from 3 to 9 mm. Vertical deformation was
observed to range from 0.24 to 2.28 in., and was assumed to be a result of units .

" “barreling” as the sand became completely saturated.” Most of the flow was observed
coming from the wall corners-and the vertical joint between unit ends.

Hydrodynamic tests

The testing protocol specified that packets of monochromatic waves with a wave

~ period T = 2.0 sec would be generated to impact the levee hydrodynamically. Tests were
performed at two different pool elevations (66 percent and 80 percent of levee height).
At the 66 percent height, 3-in. waves (measured from trough to crest) were generated
continuously for a period of 7 hr. Waves ranging from 7 to 9 in. were then allowed to
impact the structure a total of 30 min (three10-min intervals with 15 min calming periods
between). Next, wave heights ranging from 10 to 13 in. were allowed to impact the
structure for 10 min. The water was then raised to a level of 80 percent levee height and
the tests were repeated. At the end of each 10-min increment of wave testing (excluding:
the 7 hr of 3-in. waves), the testing basin was stilled for up to 45 min to allow the waves
to dissipate. '
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Hesco Bastion Static, Water Elev 33%H
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Figure 2-62. Seepage-flow rate per linear foot at 1-ft pool elevation (33% H)
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Figure 2-63. View of left wall water saturation

Chapter 2 Labofatory Testing and Evaluation of Expedient Flood-fighting Barriers

Page: 74
Attachment 2

63



CALCULATION SHEET Page: 75

Plant: FLH < ' ‘ TITLE ' _ Attachment 2
Calc #: PMF Temporary Modification
ROGGCDX00033320090003 Stability Analysis

Hesco Bastion Static, Water Elev. 66%H
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Figure 2-65. Seepage flow rate per linear foot at 2-ft pool elevation (66% H)
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Figure 2-66. View from front

Hesco Bastion Static, Water Elev. 95%H
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Figure 2-67. Seepage flow rate per linear foot at 95 percent pool elevation

3-in. wave test, reservoir level at 66 percent levee height. The water level in the
reservoir of the levee was lowered from the 95 percent level to a height of 24 in. within
an interval of about 2 hr. The wave generator was activated and the waves began to
impact the levee. Flow rate was observed to range from 0.81 to 0.83 gpm/1ft (Figure 2-
68), with no displacement. No wave overtopping was observed. Figure 2-69 is a view of
the left wall and center wall intersection showing seepage at the wall base.
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* Hesco Bastion Dynamic Small Waves, Water Elev. 66%H
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Figure 2-68. Seepage flow rate per linear foot, small wave at 66 percent
pool elevation

Figure 2-69. Left wall and center wall intersection

7- to 9-in. wave test, reservoir level at 66 percent levee height. The water level in
the reservoir on the pool side of the levee was held at a height of 24 in., the wave
generator was activated, and the waves began to impact the levee. Flow rate was
observed to subside within a range of 0.77 to 0.78 gpm/lft (Figure 2-70), with no levee
displacement. No wave overtopping was observed.

66 : Chapter 2 Laboratory Testing and Evaluation of Expedient Flood-fighting Barriers



Plant: FLH
Calc #:
ROGGCDX00033320090003

CALCULATION SHEET
TITLE
PMF Temporary Modification
Stability Analysis

Hesco Bastion Dynamic Medium Waves, Water Elev. 66%,

[—o—s: gpm/ift ——Pool Elevation, in |

e
&

Seepage per linear foot, gpm/Ift

10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 X 80.00 90.00
Time, min

Pool Elevation, In

Figure 2-70.

10- to 13-in. wave test, reservoir level at 66 percent levee height. The water level
in the reservoir on the pool side of the levee was held at a height of 24 in., the wave
generator was activated, and the waves began to impact the levee. Flow rate was
observed to range from 0.78 to 0.98 gpm/1ft (Figure 2-71), with no displacement. Minor
sporadic wave overtopping was observed, primarily along the center wall (Figure 2-72).
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Figure 2-71.

Seepage flow rate per linear foot, high wave at 66 percent pool
elevation
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Flgure 2-72. Center wall wave-induced erosion

At the conclusion of the test, sand had eroded and settled from the top of the center
wall (Figure 2-73), and a solution was devised to prevent further erosion during
subsequent testing. As shown in Figures 2-74 and 2-75, a tarp covering was placed on
the wall top and secured with cable ties.

Figure 2-73. Sand eroded from top of center wall
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Figure 2-75. Securing with cable ties'

‘3-in. wave test, reservoir level at 80 percent levee height. The water level in the
reservoir on the pool side of the levee was raised to a height of 29 in., the wave generator
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was activated, and the waves began to impact the levee. Flow rate was observed to range
from 1.03 to 1.04 gpm/lft (Figure 2-76), with no displacement. No wave overtopping
was observed. Figure 2-77 shows seepage under the center wall base.

Hesco Bastion Dynamic Small Waves, Water Elev. 80%H

[~ gpm/it ~&—Pool Elevation, In |

Pool Elevation, in

Seepage per linear foot, gpm/Iit
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Figure 2-76. Seepage rate per linear foot, small wave at 80 percent pool
elevation :

Figure 2-77.  Seepage at vertical joint and wall base

7- to 9-in. wave test, reservoir level at 80 percent levee height. The water level in

the reservoir on the pool side of the levee was held at a height of 29 in., the wave
generator was activated, and the waves began to impact the levee. Flow rate was
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observed to range from 1.03 to 1.07 gpm/1ft (Figure 2-78), with no displacement. No
wave overtopping was observed. Figure 2-79 shows a view of the structure.

Hesco Bastion Dynamic Medium Waves, Water Elev. 80%H
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Figure 2-78.  Seepage flow rate per linear foot, medium wave at 80 percent
pool elevation '
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10- to 13-in. wave test, reservoir level at 80 percent levee height. The water level
in the reservoir on the pool side of the levee was held at a height of 29 in., the wave
generator was activated, and the waves began to impact the levee. Flow rate was
observed to range from 1.05 to 3.14 gpm/1ft (Figure 2-80), with no displacement. Wave
overtopping was observed at each wave front, which contributed to the significant flow
rate increase. Figure 2-81 shows wave overtopping.

Hesco Bastion dynamic high wave, pool Elevation 80%h
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Figure 2-80. Seepage flow rate per linear foot, high wave at 80 percent pool
elevation

Figure 2-81. Wave overtopping along center wall

Levee-overtopping test

The reservoir level was raised from a height of 37.6 in. to a height of 38.8 in. After
the water level reached the top of levee, overtopping occurred. The structure successfully
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withstood overtopping without failure. Overtopping water combined with seepage water
to increase the measured flow rate within a range of 25.2 to 35.0 gpm/Ift (1,800 to

2,500 gpm) in the span of 1 hr as shown in Figure 2-82. The overflow was uniform due
to the uniform levee height. Figures 2-83 and 2-84, show the overtopped levee.

Hesco Bastion overtopping test
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Figure 2-82. Seepage flow rate per linear foot during overtopping
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Figure 2-83. Overtopped levee structuré, view from right wall
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4 Figure 2-84. Overtopped levee structure, view from left wall

Debris impact test

With reservoir level at 24 in., the log impact tests were' begun. The 12-in. log
impacted the structure and bounced back without causing noticeable damage. The
structure displaced slightly and recovered to its original position. The 16-in. log
impacted the structure and bounced back also without causing any noticeable damage.
The structure displaced slightly and recovered to its original position, but vertical
deformations of the sand fill ranging from 4.02 to 0.72 in. were noted. Figure 2-85 shows
the minor change in seepage flow rate during impact testing and Figure 2-86 shows the
area where the logs hit, viewed from the pool side.

Hesco Bastion Log Impact Test
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Figure 2-85. Seepage flow rate per linear foot during impact tests
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Figure 2-86. Log impact zone on center wall, pool side

Maintenance and repair

Repair 1 was performed prior to the 80 percent small (2- to 3-in.) wave test. It
consisted of adding a top membrane fabric over the units, and adding cable ties and wire
ties. A four-man crew took 24 min (1.6 man-hours) to do this work. Figure 2-87 shows
this work (see also Figures 2-74 and 2-75).

Repair 2 was performed prior to 6vertoppi'ng. It took three men 5 min (0.25 man-
- hours) to add prefilled sandbags on the pool side for additional protection against joint
seepage (Figure 2-88). Repairs 3 and 4 were not needed. '
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Figure 2-87. Repair 1, view along right wall
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Figure 2-88. Added sandbag along left wall

Disassembly and reusability

At test conclusion, with a dry concrete floor, the Hesco® levee was disassembled and
removed from the test facility on 24 May 2004. Disassembly consisted of three laborers
and a supervisor to unpin the units, and a Cat® 916 front-end loader with operator to
remove the sand. This five-man crew took 2 hr and 41 min (total 13.4 man-hours) to
disassemble and remove the levee. '

Disassembly consisted of removing all cable ties, removing the top cover (Figure 2-
89), unhinging the inner and outer walls held with pins in each center partition.
(Figures 2-90-and 2-91, manually pulling each wall apart (Figures 2-92, 2-93, and 2-94),
removing the sand pile (Figure 2-95), and restacking the units onto a pallet (Figure 2-96).

The sand was stockpiled for reuse, and the folded units were placed on wooden
pallets for reuse. The only nonreusable items were the fabric panels at either end of the
12-ft units. During disassembly, the panels were slit with a knife to facilitate separation
after the center partition pin was pulled out.” The fabric end panels would then be
repaired or replaced prior to reuse.
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Figure 2-90. Preparing to remove centér partition pin
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Figure 2-94. Outer wall removed from one unit on right wall
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Figure 2-95. Removing sand pile '
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Figure 2-96. Stacked units ready for reuse

Environmental aspects

From an environmental standpoint, when the HESCO Bastion Concertainer is used as
designed, the barrier does not present any threats to the environment. Material Safety and
Data Sheets provided by Hesco® indicated no exposure hazards due to everyday usage of
the construction materials. The wire baskets are constructed from galvanized steel. If
modifications are made to the baskets that involve welding of the wire mesh, then
precautions should be made to prevent inhalation of the particulates created while
welding. The baskets are constructed primarily of iron, greater than 90 percent, but do
contain other metals, less than 3 percent, such as chromium, copper, manganese, nickel,
and zinc. Since some of these metals are considered carcinogens, some form or
respiratory protection should be used when welding the baskets.

Sand is placed in the baskets using machinery such as front-end loaders or bobcats.
This machinery can damage the soil or foundation around the structure. Care should be
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taken when filling the baskets so that minimal damzige is done to the area around the
structure and repairs should be made to prevent erosion.

* While being used as a flood barrier, the HESCO Bastion Concertainer does not pose -
any environmental hazards. Upon completion of the use of the barrier there are several
issues that need to be addressed to ensure that no environmental hazards occur. Should
the floodwater be contaminated with waterborne bacteria or pollutants, it may be possible
for the sand fill inside the units to also become contaminated. The outer fabric should
provide filtering and physical barrier protection, especially for nonwater-soluble
contaminants such as floating oil, but water-soluble and suspended contaminants would
likely be adsorbed by the sand fill. Should the levee materials (fabric and/or sand)
become contaminated due to flood water contaminants, measures to properly
decontaminate and/or dispose of those materials would be necessary. Like the sandbag
structure, the sand used to fill the basket does not pose an environmental threat and
should be disposed of in the appropriate manner. If the floodwater was contaminated the
sand would have to be tested before disposal. The geotextile filter cloth would probably
filter out most of the fine soil particles where most of the contamination is found. Still
the sand would have to be tested to ensure no contaminants were in the sand that could
present an environmental hazard. The filter cloth would have to also be disposed of in an
appropriate manner. The wire baskets present the most danger to wildlife if left in the
field. Small animals could become trapped in the mesh if left in the field. Also, if the
baskets are left where water covers them, fish could become trapped in the mesh, similar
to any other wire debris present in water bodies. '

RDFW® Levee Tests

Design

The Rapid Deployment Flood Wall (RDFW®) was originally developed from the
concept of expandable plastic grid system (“sand grid”’) which was invented at ERDC-
GSL in the 1980s (U.S. Patent 4,797,026). The original RDFW® proponents licensed
the sand grid patent from the Corps and developed a refined version of the technology
which was later researched at ERDC with a Cooperative Research and Development
Agreement (CRADA) in 1996.

The RDFW system is commercially available through the Geocell Systems
Corporation (http://www.geocellsystems.com) and is also sold through the GSA
procurement schedule #GS-07F-0340M, with a unit price of $100 (Geocell 2004). .
Figure 2-97 is a sketch of the unit grid dimensions. Each unit is a modular, lightweight,
and collapsible plastic grid that allows for several stacking configurations and
connections. The plastic material is a polyester polymer manufactured by Eastman Inc.
(EastarTM copolyester 5445).
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Table 3-2

Costs for Sandbag Structure

Item

Sandbag Structure

Product

$0.25 per bag for 120,000 bags = $30,000

Shipping

No $ estimated

Installation
Laborers
Operators
Equipment

Fill

Built by volunteer labor = $0
1 man for 40 hours = $480
Sandbagger

1 loader for 5 days = $1,650
800 cu yd = $6,400

Removal
Laborers
Operators
Equipment

None required

3 men for 8 hr = $288

2 loaders for 1 day = $650

"2 dump trucks for 1 day = $650

214

Training by vendor for installation and removal

By volunteers

Technical support during installation and removal

By volunteers

Page: 94
Attachment 2

Based on the field testing, strengths and weaknesses of each product were observed.
The strengths of the sandbag structure include low cost primarily because sandbag
structures in a real-world flood are generally constructed by volunteer and/or prison
labor. Because of the small size of the individual bags, sandbags conform well to varying
terrain. For the field tests, the sandbag structure performed well with low seepage rates.
Also, sandbag structures can be raised if needed by simply placing additional sandbags.
The weaknesses of a sandbag structure are that they are labor intensive and time-
consuming to construct. Also, sandbags are not reusable. All the sandbags used in the
field-testing were disposed. For the field tests, the sandbags structure was constructed
during the middle of May 2004 and removed during the middle of July 2004. Therefore,
the structure was exposed to the elements for 2 months. During that time, the sandbags
began to deteriorate. In fact, at the time of removal, walking on the bags would easily
tear them and if you picked one up by the open end, the weight of the sand in the bag
would tear the closed end out of the bag. The Vicksburg District Emergency
Management personnel have determined that the bags used for the field test did not meet -
their sandbag specifications for weave count.

Fleld Installation and Performance of Hesco Bastion
Concertainer

Introduction

The Hesco Bastion Concertainers are manufactured in the United States by Hesco
Bastion — USA of Hammond, LA. The concertainers are described by Hesco as “a
prefabricated, multi-cellular system, made of galvanized steel Weldmesh and lined with
non-woven polypropylene geotextile.” In common terms, the concertainers are granular-
filled, geotextile-lined wire baskets. The Hesco Bastion Concertainers have several uses
but primarily have been used since the early 1990s (Persian Gulf War) as military force
protection.
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The Hesco Bastion Concertainers are manufactured in a wide range of sizes. For the
Vicksburg Harbor field test, units 3-ft wide by 3-ft high by 12-ft long were used to
provide the required 3-ft flood protection. For the required 1-ft raise, units 3-ft wide by
2-ft high by 12-ft long were placed on top of the 3-ft high base row units. Since the
concertainers are a multicellular system, each unit contained four individual 3-ft-long
cells. The units were pinned together to form a u-shaped structure with a riverward face
of 98 ft with tieback sections of 48 ft. '

Field construction

The concertainer units as delivered to the Vicksburg Harbor were stacked flat on
wood pallets and wrapped with plastic (Figure 3-67). Prior to installation, concertainer
pallets were prepositioned adjacent to the construction site. The construction crew .
included a Hesco Bastion representative, four government-furnished laborers, and two
government-furnished equipment operators, The government also furnished two tracked
Bobcat front-end loaders. None of the government laborers or operators had any prior
knowledge of the Hesco Bastion product.

Construction of the Hesco Bastion Concertainer structure began on the morning of

12 May 2004, in constant rain and mild temperatures. Figure 3-68 is a photograph of the
Hesco Bastion site prior to construction. Because the Government laborers and operators
were unfamiliar with the product, the Hesco Bastion representative conducted a 23-min
training session on the installation process (Figure 3-69). At the completion of the
training session, the workers began placing the base row units along the desired
alignment (Figure 3-70). In accordance with the construction protocol, about half of the
site was graded to bare ground while the other half was left undisturbed with the natural

. grass and weeds (Figure 3-71). The units were installed according to Hesco instructions
as follows.

Figure 3-67. Hesco Bastion as Figure 3-68. Hesco Bastion field site
delivered to Vicksburg prior to construction
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Figure 3-70. Installation of base row units Figure 3-71. Structure constructed

216

on graded ground and
grass/weeds

Units were pinned together to form a continuous barrier by inserting joint pins
through the coils of adjacent units (Figure 3-72): The units also were connected with zip
ties placed along the top of adjacent unit end panels. Riverward face units of the
structure were placed first, followed by the tieback sections (Figure 3-73). Each unit has
a 5-in. liner flap on the bottom. Care was taken to ensure that these flaps were turned to
the inside of each unit prior to filling, so that the weight of the sand on the flaps secured
the units in place. Once the base row units were placed, the units were filled with sand to
within approximately 5 in. of the top (Figure 3-74). The units were not completely filled
because the bottom flaps on the top row are turned down and buried into the sand in the
base row units. The sand had previously been stockpiled adjacent to the Hesco Bastion
site and was placed in the units by two tracked front-end loaders. The laborers spread the
sand within the units with shovels and manually compacted the sand by walking on it.
Sand was placed in the concertainers primarily from the protected side of the structure.
However, due to the location of the seepage-collection tank in the northeast corner of the
structure, the sand in the vicinity of the tank was placed from the riverside.
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Figure 3-72. Installation of joint
pins '

Figure 3-74. Filling base row with sand

Once the base row was filled, the required 3-ft-high structure was finished. -The
construction crew of one Hesco Bastion representative, four government laborers, and
two government equipment operators took 5.1 hr and 34.7 man-hours to construct the
3-ft-high structure. The only equipment-used to construct the base row was shovels.and
the two tracked Bobcats.

Once the required 3-ft-high structute was finished, work began on installing the 1-ft
raise required by the construction protocol. Hesco Bastion accomplished the raise by
adding a second row of units on top of the base row (Figure 3-75). The units for the
second row were 3 ft wide by 2 ft high by 12 ft long. Due to the natural ground slope at
the Hesco Bastion site, the top row tieback sections were only 27.6 ft and 15.25 ft long.

The construction crew installed two of the top row units before work ended on the
afternoon of 12 May. Work on the required raise resumed on the morning of 13 May.
The weather that morning was sunny and humid. Since the tieback sections were placed
on sloping ground, the top row was only needed on the riverward face and portions of the
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tieback sections. The top units were unfolded and placed directly on top of the base row
units. Joint pins were added to the top row -and these units were zip-tied together at the
top of the end panels of adjacent units. The top row and base row units were also zip-tied
together. Once the top-row units were secured, sand was placed in the units. Initially,
the sand was placed in the top row units from the protected side except for the northeast
corner, to avoid the seepage collection tank.

During the time that the units were being filled, the ground around the structure was
extremely muddy and slick. Because the riverward front of the structure was constructed
on sloping ground, the Hesco Bastion representative was concerned that during filling,
the Bobcats would slide into and damage the structure.

Figure 3-75. Installing top row units (required raise)

Therefore, he requested and was granted permission to fill portions of the riverward
front from the riverside (Figure 3-76). Since the top row units were 2 ft high and the
required raise was only 1 ft, the top row units were not completely filled. The amount of
fill varied in the top row units but averaged about 18 in. (Figure 3-77).

Figure 3-76. Filling top row units with sand  Figure 3-77. Sand fill in top row units

The construction crew of one Hesco Bastion representative, four government
laborers, and two government equipment operators took 3.8 hr and 22.8 man-hours to
construct the required raise. The total time to construct the Hesco Bastion structure was
8.9 hr or 57.5 man-hours. Construction of the Hesco Bastion structure was completed
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just prior to noon on 13 May. The equipment used to construct the top row was the same
shovels and the two tracked Bobcats that were used to construct the base row.

- The Hesco Bastion Concertainer units used at the Vicksburg Harbor test site were 3 ft
wide when empty. However, as sand was placed in the units, the units began to expand.
The cells within the units ranged from 40 to 48 in. wide when the structure was finished.
Therefore, the units used for the field test have a footprint of 4 ft. The Hesco Bastion
structure required 91 cu yd of sand fill. Also, Hesco Bastion was allowed a 25-ft right of
way to construct their structure. Because the structure was filled from the side with
tracked Bobcats, the entire 25-ft right of way was used. Figures 3-78 and 3-79 are
photographs of the completed Hesco Bastion structure. Once the construction was
completed, the Hesco Bastion representative signed a certification that the structure was
constructed according to his onsite directions and in accordance with Hesco Bastion’s
installation specifications.

Figure 3-78. Riverward face of Figure 3-79. Completed structure from
completed structure ' protected side

Testing

The Hesco Bastion Concertainer structure was constructed during a time when the
river levels were falling. However, by early June, as predicted, the river had begun to
rise and by the moming of 5 June approximately 0.3 ft of water was standing against the
structure. Figures 3-80 through 3-87 show the Hesco Bastion structure during field
testing. As the river continued to rise, the Hesco Bastion structure was subjected to
higher water levels. The daily water levels against the structure are given in the figure
captions. These water levels were based on 8 a.m. readings for the Mississippi River at
the Vicksburg gage. The testing of the Hesco Bastion structure ended on 11 June 2004.
The river never rose high enough to overtop the top row units. However, sand in five of
the riverside top row cells was at the level to provide exactly 4 ft of protection. On
11 June, the river level rose high enough to overtop the sand in those five cells. The
decision was made in collaboration with the Hesco Bastion representative to stop the tests
at that point even though the pump capacity had not been exceeded.
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Figure 3-80. 4 June 2004, no water against Figure 3-81. 5 June 2004, 0.3 ft of water
structure against structure
x w i bR - T,
Figure 3-82. 6 June 2004, 1.3 ft of water Figure 3-83. 7 June 2004, 2.1 ft of water
against structure against structure
Figure 3-84. 8 June 2004, 2.7 ft of water Figure 3-85. 9 June 2004, 3.1 ft of water
against structure against structure
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!

Figure 3-87. 11 June 2004,
against structure 4.0 ft of water
against structure

Figure 3-86.

During the field test, seepage was collected iri a buried concrete tank located on the
protected side of the structure. Seepage rates were determined by computing the change
in volume in the tank over a specific time. As the water level rose against the structure,
seepage rates increased. Figure 3-88 shows two photographs of the Hesco Bastion
structure seepage tank. The first photograph was taken on 6 June 2004 while the seepage
rate was low. The second photograph was taken on 10 June 2004 when the seepage rate
had increased noticeably. Figure 3-89 is a photograph of the seepage observed through
the joint between adjacent units. Figure 3-90 shows the seepage water on the protected
side of the structure. To deterinine seepage rates, the wetted area for each structure for a
given water surface elevation was computed. Table 3-3 provides the seepage rates for the
Hesco structure. The seepage rates for the Hesco Bastion structure were high. The
seepage rates were high enough that the Hesco Bastion representative attempted repairs
to try to reduce through seepage.

s

a. 6 June 2004 b. 10 June 2004

Figure 3-88. Hesco Bastion seepage collection tank
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Figure 3-89. Seepage through‘ joints Figure 3-90. Seepage on protected

side
Table 3-3 ;
FieldTest Seepage Rates - Hesco Bastion
Wetted Area of Structure Seepage Rate
(sq ft) (gal/hr)
100 - 300 ,
200 2,300
300 3,900
400 6,000

The first repair was made on 8 June and included the addition of plastic sheeting to
‘the riverward face of the structure (Figure 3-91). This repair was made with 2.5 to 3.0 ft
of water against the structure. The plastic sheeting was rolled out and attached to the top
- of the top layer units with zip-ties. The sheeting was weighted and held against the
' bottom of the base row units with sandbags. At the time that the repair was made, the
seepage rate was approximately 4,000 gal/hr. The repair temporarily reduced seepage,
with the rate falling to approximately 3,000 gal/hr. The repair was made on the afternoon
~ of 8 June. By the moming of 9 June, the seepage rate had risen to approximately
4,300 gal/hr with only a few tenths of a foot rise in the river level.
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Figure 3-91. Attaching plastic sheeting to riverward face of Hesco Bastion structure

The second repair was made on 9 June. This repair consisted of attaching half
sections of 4-in. PVC sewer pipe across the unit joints with zip ties. Bentonite slurry, dry
powder, and pellets along with sand was poured into the top of the pipes and packed
down (Figure 3-92). Hesco representatives expected the bentonite in the pipes to swell
and seal the joints. This repair was made with just over 3 ft of water against the structure.
After the pipes were installed, the seepage rate continued to increase. Once the river
levels dropped after the testing was completed, the Hesco Bastion structure was visually
inspected. Apparently, an excess of bentonite was packed into the pipes. As the
bentonite swelled, the pipes were pushed away from the joints thus providing no sealing
of the joints.

Removal

Removal of the Hesco Bastion structure was initiated on the morning of 14 July. The
weather was hot and humid with a heat index near 105 deg F. Due to the extreme heat,
the work crew took frequent breaks. Only the time that the crew was physically working
to remove the structure was included in the removal time (the clock stopped during
breaks). The removal began with a three-man Hesco Bastion crew removing the top row
layer. Hesco Bastion requested and was allowed to remove the top row layer since the
government-furnished crew was unavailable at that time.

The first action in the removal process was removing the joint connection pins
between the units and the center connection pins within each unit. To remove the center
connection pins from the unit ends, the liner material had to be cut to expose the pins.
Prior to reusing the units, this liner material has to be replaced. The removal of the center
connection pins is required to break each unit into a front face half and a back face half.
The pins were removed by two men using a pin removal bar and a chain (Figure 3-93).
Once the pins were removed, the zip-ties between the top row units and the bottom row
units were cut (Figure 3-94). This allowed the work crew to lift and pull the half units
from the sand (Figure 3-95).

Figure 3-96 is a photograph of the riverward face of the structure after the outer half
unit sections were removed from the top row. Once the top row units were removed, the
sand from those units was scraped off of the base row units with a front-end loader
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4

f. Bentonite-filled pipes after water receeded
Figure 3-92. Attemnpt to reduce seepage using bentonite
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Figure 3-94. Removing
pins Zip ties

ST ¢ I !

Figure 3-95. Removal of toprow half  Figure 3-96. Riverward face of
) units : structure .

(Figure 3-97). This sand was then removed from around the base row units so that they
could be removed (Figure 3-98). The base row units were removed by a crew of two
Hesco Bastion representatives and four government laborers plus a government
equipment operator. The same process was used to remove the base row units that were
used to remove the top row units. Most of the base row half units were physically lifted
and pulled from the sand by hand (Figure 3-99). However, when the joint-connection
pins were pulled from the riverward face of the base row, two half sections were pushed
over by the weight of the sand because these units were on sloping ground. The removal
crew used the front-end loader and four chains to remove these half sections (Figure 3-
100). They also used the front-end loader to pull some of the joint-connection and
center-connection pins from the base row units (Figure 3-101).

Once the units were removed, the front-end loader was used to remove the
sand to a disposal site on the extreme west end of the Vicksburg Harbor testing
site. The average haul distance from the Hesco Bastion structure was
approximately 550 ft. By the end of the day (14 July), most of the structure had
been removed. The remainder of the structure was removed during the early
morning on 15 July. Since the weather that day was extremely hot and humid,
work began at 6:10 a.m. The entire structure including the sand fill was removed
from the site by late morning. The removal of the Hesco Bastion structure and
sand fill took a total of 8.7 hr or 36.3 man-hours. The equipment used to remove
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the Hesco Bastion structure included shovels, a joint-pin-removal bar and chain,
and a front-end loader. Once the structure was removed, the Hesco Bastion
representative signed a certification that the structure was removed according to
his onsite directions and in accordance with Hesco Bastion’s removal
specifications. ‘

Figure 3-98. Removal of sand from Figure 3-99. Removal of base row
around base row units ’ half units
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Figure 3-100. Removal of half units with front-end loader Figure 3-101. Removal of joint-
- connection pins

with front-end
loader

Reusability

Once removed, the Hesco Bastion units were inspected for damage, folded, and
- placed on pallets for transport offsite. All of the Hesco Bastion units used for field
testing were folded and strapped to four pallets (Figure 3-102). The removed units were
stacked to a height of 36 in. on three pallets and to 40 in. on the fourth pallet. All four
pallets were loaded onto a standard 16-ft trailer (Figure 3-103) for transport back to the
Hesco Bastion plant.

Figure 3-102. Removed units on-pallet Figure 3-103. Removed units on trailer
' (pallets 48 x 40 in.)
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None of the top row units (2 ft x 3 ft X 12 ft) sustained any damage. Some limited
damage was noted to base-row units. Each of the Hesco Bastion base row units was
made up of eight side panels (36 in. x 36 in.), 10 cross panels (36 ft x 18 in.) and 20 coils.
Table 3-4 provides an inventory of the damage. :

Table 3-4
Hesco Bastion Damage

No. Side Panels Cross Panels Coils
Units Units Used | Damaged | Used | Damaged | Used | Damaged

Iftx3ftx12ft 16 128 9 160 10 320 6

2ftx3ftx12ft 1" 88 0 110 0 220 | 0

Table 3-4 shows that the Hesco Bastion units received limited damage with over
95 percent of the side panels, over 96 percent of the cross panels, and over 98 percent of
the coils reusable. Damaged or cut pieces can be replaced, making the unit reusable. All
damage to the Hesco Bastion units occurred during removal. The damage can be directly
attributed to the use of heavy machinery. Once the top row units were removed, a front-
end loader was used to scrape the remaining sand from these units off of the bottom row
units, which damaged some panels and coils. Also, the front-end loader and chains were
used to hoist some of the bottomi row sections that were heavily weighted with sand.
This lifting damaged some panels to which the chains were attached. Figure 3-104
provides examples of the damage that the units experiénced during the removal process.

Figure 3-104. Units damaged during removal process
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The units can be cleaned by washing the sand, mud, and debris off the units with a
garden hose. If the units are washed, the liner should be completely dry before folding
and storing. If the soil on the units is dry, the soil can be swept off the liner with a
broom. In this project, the units were riot cleaned at the field site, but were packed for
shipping immediately after disassembly.

Summary

For the field testing, various construction, removal, and performance parameters were
evaluated.” Table 3-5 provides a summary for the field testing of the Hesco Bastion
Concertainer structure.

Table 3-5

‘Hesco Bastion Field Testing Summary
Item Hesco Bastion

ROW Used (ft) 25

Footprint Width (ft)
Structure Length (ft)

4 (includes bulge in 3-ft wide units)

Riverward Face - 98

East Tieback 48

Woest Tieback : 48
Ease of Construction

Time (hr) 8.9
- Effort (man-hours) ‘ 575

Manpower (no. men) 7

Equipment Shovels

] : 2 Bobcat Loaders

Fill (cu yd) 91
Durability The Hesco Bastion structure stayed in the field for 2 months and

was subjected to hot, wet weather. The structure showed no
signs of deterioration.

Varying Terrain The field test site was relatively flat with a mild slope from the
protected side of the Hesco Bastion structure to the riverward
side.

Ease of Removal

Time (hr) 87
Effort (man-hours) 26'3
Manpower (no. men) Shovels
Equipment Pin Removal Bar
Front End Loader
Forklift

Seepage (gal / hr)

For 100 sq ft Wetted Area 300

For 200 sq ft Wetted Area 2,300

For 300 sq ft Wetted Area 3,900

For 400 sq ft Wetted Area 6,000

Repairs All Minor — Structural Integrity Not Threatened

Attempted to Seal Joints with Plastic Sheeting and Bentonite

Reusability (percent)

>95

Even if a product performs well, the flood-fighting community is not likely to use the
product unless it is cost-effective. In order to. make a fair comparison of costs, each
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product vendor was asked to submit the cost of constructing and removing 1,000 Ift of
their product, 3 ft high in Vicksburg, MS. This cost included the purchase of the product
plus fill material, labor, and equipment based on Vicksburg rates. The cost for shipping
the products were not provided. For this cost determination, sand fill delivered to the site
was estimated at $8 per cu yd. Labor rates were $8/hr for laborers and $12/hr for
equipment operators. Table 3-6 provides a summary of the costs furnished by Hesco
Bastion. The Hesco Bastion Concertainers are reusable. However, Hesco Bastion does
not provide a guarantee that would provide for no cost replacement of damaged units.

Table 3-6

Costs for Hesco Bastion Concertainer

Item Hesco Bastion Provided Cost

Product 67 3'x3'x15’ units at $394/unit = $26,398.

Shipping No $ provided

Installation .
Laborers 6 men for 20 hr = $960
Operators 2 men for 20 hr = $480
Equipment 2 loaders for 2 days = $1,300
Fill 425 cu yd = $3,400

Removal

- Laborers 6 men for 20 hr = $960
Operators 2 men for 20 hr = $480
Equipment 2 loaders for 2 days = $1,300

Training by vendor for installation and removal No charge for initial installation

Technical support during installation and removal No charge for initial installation

Based on the field testing, strengths and weaknesses of each product were observed.
Hesco Bastion’s strengths include ease of both construction and removal for time and
manpower. The field testing showed that a Hesco Bastion structure can be constructed
quickly and with a limited labor force as compared to a comparable sandbag structure.
Another of Hesco Bastion’s strengths is low product cost. The cost for a Hesco Bastion
concertainer structure is comparable to the cost of a sandbag structure. That comparison
includes labor to construct a Hesco Bastion structure and only limited labor for a sandbag
structure since during real-world flood events, sandbags are typically constructed by
volunteer and/or prison labor. However, with all the products tested, the cost of the
product is the large majority of the total cost. The installation cost including labor,
equipment, and materials is minor as compared to the purchase price of the products. A

~ Hesco Bastion structure can be raised if required by placing additional units to the top of

the structure. If the required raise is more than 1-¥% to 2 ft, then stability becomes an
issue. In that instance, the structure should be raised by first placing a second row of
units along the original base row to increase the width of the structure. A second row can
be placed in a pyramid shape on top of the base rows. Hesco Bastion units proved in the
field tests to be reusable. Inspection of Hesco Bastion units subsequent to completion of
the removal process showed that over 95 percent of the unit pieces were reusable. A
small number of panels and coils were damaged during the removal process. However,
these pieces are easily replaced. The observed weaknesses of the Hesco Bastion product
include the need for significant construction right of way. Hesco Bastion structures are
granular filled. At present, the fill material is placed in the units with a loader that works
perpendicular to the structure. This operation results in additional right of way needed to
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fill the units. The Hesco Bastion structure tested in the field had high seepage rates
relative to the other structures. Since completion of the testing, Hesco Bastion has
evaluated their seepage rates. Their evaluation concluded that they installed the »
concertainer units incorrectly. Their standard installation protocol includes removing the
permeable liner from the ends of adjoining units so that the sand fill can flow freely
between the adjacent cells. For the field testing, the liner was not removed. If installed
correctly, the seepage rates for a Hesco Bastion structure should be significantly reduced.

Field Installation and Performance of Rapid
Deployment Flood Wall (RDFW)

Introduction

Rapid Deployment Flood Wall (RDFW) units are manufactured in the United States
by Geocell Systems, Inc. The RDFW is described by Geocell as “a modular, collapsible
plastic grid.” In common terms, the units are plastic grids filled with granular material,
interlocked and stacked together to form a wall.

Field construction

One RDFW unit is 41.5 lin. and holds approximately 0.3 cu yd of fill material. Each
unit contains 35 individual cells. For the Vicksbufg Harbor field test, the units were
connected end to end by the interlocking tabs. A structure high enough to hold back 3 ft
of water was accomplished by stacking five units (40 in.) to form the wall. In accordance
with the construction protocol, a raise of the structure to hold back 4 ft of water was
required. RDFW accomplished the raise by adding a single row of units (8 in. high) on
top of the initial 40-in.-high structure.

The RDFW units were delivered to the Vicksburg Harbor in crates. Six crates were
delivered containing 100 units each. Figure 3-105 shows the RDFW units as delivered to
the field testing site. Prior to installation, the crates were prepositioried adjacent to the
construction site. The construction crew included a Geocell representative, four
government-furnished laborers, and two government-furnished equipment operators. The
government also furnished two tracked Bobcat front-end loaders. None of the
government laborers or operators had any prior experience with the RDFW product.
Construction of the RDFW structure began on the morning of 13 May 2004,

During site preparation, the RDFW testing area was left partly undisturbed (grass and
weeds remaining) and partly graded to bare ground. Because of the rainy weather
conditions on the day of construction, the testing area was back-dragged with a Bobcat
front-end loader to bring the moisture to the surface to assure direct contact with the
ground and proper seating of the product (Figure 3-106).
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AMMENDMENT A

Re-Test of HESCO Bastion
By Don Ward, ERDC-CHL, October 25, 2005

During the 2004 tests of flood fighting structures, seepage rates through the.
HESCO Bastion Concertainer™ barrier were higher than seepage rates through
~ the other structures being tested. CHL was therefore requested by HESCO
¢ Bastion to retest the Concertainers™ in the laboratory for seepage rates to
- demonstrate the effectiveness of an alternate construction method. A Testing
Evaluation Agreement was prepared between CHL and HESCO Bastion, with
HESCO Bastion paying for all costs of the retesting. The alternate construction
method consisted of wrapping plastic sheeting around the river-side wall of the
structure.

A double line of putty roofing tape was placed on the floor around the outer edge
of where the Concertainers™ would be erected. Plastic sheeting was placed
over the putty and carefully folded at the corners to allow a single roll of sheeting
to extend around the outer perimeter of the Concertainers™. At the corners, 12-
in-wide duct tape was placed over the folds in the plastic. The Concertainers™
were then erected on top of the plastic, and the plastic sheeting was folded up
over the outer face of the Concertainers™ and down inside the Concertainers™
prior to filling with sand. The plastic sheeting was cut where the wire mesh
extended between the inner and outer walls of the Concertainers™ so the plastic
could be folded inside the baskets. Plastic wire ties secured the plastic sheeting
to the top of the Concertainers™. Expanding foam sealed the Concertainers™
to the wing walls and duct tape sealed the plastic sheeting to the wing walls.

Laboratory Testing — Results

The following three tables (Tables A1-A3) present the pertinent laboratory testing
results. Gonstruction of the Concertainer™ wall with plastic sheeting took slightly
“longer than construction without the sheeting. Other differences in construction
were that the 2005 structure was assembled by an experienced HESCO Bastion
team (the 2004 structure was built by laborers under the supervision of HESCO
Bastion), and the 2005 structure was not covered during the large wave tests.

No repairs were made to the 2005 structure during testing.
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Table A-1. Effort Required to Construct, Repair, and Remove
The Flood-Fighting Structures
Construction Repairs Removal
Structure (man-hrs) (man-hrs) (man-hrs)
HESCO Bastion 20.8 1.8 13.4
HESCO Bastion :
retest 23.2 N/A 4.72

Seepage rates with the plastic sheeting were reduced by about 90 percent. |
Small holes in the plastic caused by the debris impact tests had no noticeable
impact on seepage rates.

Table A-2. Seepage Rates During Static Head Tests
1 ft Head | 2 ft Head | 95% Head | Average
Structure (gpm /ft) | (gpm /ft) | (gpm /ft) | (gpm /ft)
- HESCOQO Bastion 0.39 0.94 - 1.81 1.05
HESCO Bastion
retest 0.04 0.09 0.14 0.09

gpm / ft = gallons per minute per linear foot of structure

Table A-3. Structure Damage During Laboratory Testing

Structure
HESCO Bastion

Observed Damage
Mlnor Sand Settling and Washout,
Some Bending of Wire During Debris Impact
Minor Sand Settling and Washout,
Some Bending of Wire and Minor Tears in Plastic
Sheeting During Debris Impact

HESCO Bastion
Retest
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22 INDEX PROPERTIES OF SOILS

Table 6.3 Porosity, Void Ratio, Density, and Unit Weight of Typical Soils in Natural State

Density Unit Weight
Water Mg/m®) (kN/m?)
Porosity, Void content,

Description n (%) ratio (e) w (%) Pa Pea Ya Year

1. Uniform sand, loose 46 0.85 32 1.43 1.89 14.0 18.5
2. Uniform sand, dense 34 051 19 1.75 2.09 17.2 20.5
3. Mixed-grained sand, loose 40 0.67 25 1.59 1.99 156 19.5
4, Mixed-grained sand, dense 30 043 16 1.86 2.16 18.2 21.2
5. Glacial till, very mixed-grained 20 0.25 9 2.12 232 20.8 22.7
6. Soft glacial clay 55 1.2 45 1.77 12.0 17.4
7. Stiff glacial clay 37 0.6 22 207 16.7 203
8. Soft slightly organic clay 66 1.9 70 1.58 9.1 155
9. Soft very organic clay 75 3.0 110 1.43 6.7 14.4
10. Soft bentonite 84 52 194 1.27 42 12.5

w = water content when saturated, in percent of dry weight.

ps = density in dry state.

psa = density in saturated state.

4 = unit weight in dry state.

Vst = UNit weight in saturated state.

2. A sample of hardpan had a weight of 129.1 g and a volume
of 56.4 cm? in its natural state. Its dry weight was 121.5 g.
The specific gravity of the solid constituents was found to be
2.70. Compute the water content, the void ratio, and degree
of saturation.

Ans. w = 63%; e = 0.25; S, = 67%.

3. The density of a sand backfill was determined by ficld
measurements to be 1.75 Mg/m’. The water content at the
time of the test was 8.6%, and the specific gravity of solid
constituents was 2.60. In the laboratory the void ratios in the
loosest and densest states were found to be 0.642 and 0.462,
respectively. What were the void ratio and the relative density
of the fill?

Ans. e = 0.616; D, = 14%.

4, A dry quartz sand sample weighs 1.54 Mg/m®. What is
its density when saturated?

Ans. p = 1.96 Mg/m®.

5. A sample of silty clay had a volume of 14.88 cm’. Its
weight at the natural water content was 28.81 g and after oven-
drying was 24.83 g. The specific gravity of solid constituents
was 2.70. Calculate the void ratio and the degree of saturation
of the sample.

Ans. e = 0.617; §, = 70%.

6. Given the values of porosity n for the soils in Table 6.3,
check the values of void ratio e, water content w, density p,
and unit weight . For soils 1 to 5, G, = 2.65; for soils 6 to
10, G, = 2.70. '

ARTICLE 7 CONSISTENCY OF FINE-
GRAINED SOILS

7.1 Consistency and Sensitivity of Undisturbed
Seils

The consistency of clays and other cohesive soils is usu-
ally described as soft, medium, stiff, or hard. The most
direct quantitative measure of consistency is the load per
unit of area at which unconfined prismatic or cylindrical
samples of the soil fail in a compression test. This quantity
is known as the unconfined compressive strength of the
soil. Values of the compressive strength corresponding to
the various degrees of consistency are given in Table 7.1.

Table 7.1 Consistency of Clay in Terms of
Unconfined Compressive Strength

Unconfined Compressive

Consistency Strength, g,(kPa)
Very soft Less than 25
Soft 25-50
Medium 50-100
suff 100-200
Very stiff 200-400
Hard Over 400
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Lorﬁ, J. Justin

From: Hasan, Husein A
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2009 6:10 PM
To: ~ 'Booth, Paul’; 'Nathan.Mathis@bwsc.net'; Zimmerman, Peter'; Duncan, Johnathan D; Long,

J. Justin; Hoskins, Coleman E; 'McCiung, Nicholas'; Lennon, Kendal R; Dodd, CharlesBJr
Lowe, Mark Chnstopher Chaffee, Duane E

Cc: : Tompkins, Russell W; Lowe, Gregory W; Maddux, Perry D; chris.triplett@bwsc.net’
Subject: RE: New HW/TW PMF Elevations
Sensitivity: Private

FYl - See e-mail from Greg Lowe below: We will use WBH TW elevation 739.0 as recommended by Greg. With this, we
have all the information we need to proceed with final stability calculations and design. We need to finalize all design
calculations within the next few days as we are starting construction Monday.

Husein

From: Lowe, Gregory W

Sent: Wed 09/30/2009 4:56 PM

To: Hasan, Husein A

Cc: Maddux, Perry D; 'Chris Triplett'

Subject: RE: HW/TW PMF Elevations - Watts Bar

Husein,

We have taken a look at available data. Our best estimate for Watts Bar with HW at elevation 768.27 is a TW of 739.0.
If you get any indication that this is creating an instability please let us know. We will confirm the final TW at Watts Bar
as soon as the information is available.

Thanks Greg

From: Hasan, Husein A

Sent: Tue 09/29/2009 6:17 PM

To: 'Booth, Paul'; 'Nathan.Mathis@owsc.net'; 'Zimmerman, Peter'; Duncan, Johnathan D; Long, J. Justin; Hoskins,
Coleman E; 'McClung, Nicholas'; Lennon, Kendal R; Dodd, Charles B Jr

Cc: Tompkins, Russell W; Lowe, Gregory W; Maddux, Perry D; chns‘mpleﬁ@bwsc net

Subject: RE: New HW/TW PMF Hevations

In a meeting this afternoon, Perry, Greg, and Chris have provided us with the HW and TW elevations for the following
dams:

Dam HW TW

FLH 835.65 821.2

WBH 768.27 will be provided on 9/30
. TEH 833.34 820.3

CRH 109068 ~ 9815

The stability analyses that you are performing that are related to the Temporary Modifications should be based on the
above elevations.

Husein Hasan
Project Manager, Dam Safety .
865-632-4194
423-751-7340
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From: Hasan, Huseinh A

Sent: Tue 09/29/2009 12:59 PM

To: 'Booth, Paul’; 'Nathan.Mathis@bwsc.net'; 'Zimmerman, Peter'; Duncan, Johnathan D; Long, J. Justin; Hoskins,
Coleman E; ‘McClung, Nicholas'; Lennon, Kendal R; Dodd, Charles B Jr

Cc: Tompkins, Russell W; Lowe, Gregory W

Subject: WH/TW PMF Elevations

To help finalize the design of the Temporary Modifications, Greg provided us with the elévations shown below this
morning. He will provide us with the CRH (HW/TW) elevations and TW elevations later today.

“Dam HW ™wW
FLH 835.65 Later Today
WBH 768.27 _ Later Today
THE 833.34 Later Today
CRH Later Today Later Today

Husein Hasan

Project Manager, Dam Safety
865-632-4194 (knoxville Office)
423-751-7340 (knoxviile Office)
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Moisture-Density Relationships for Sand Utilized in the Temporary Dams Modification Project
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Moisture-Density Relationships for Sand Utilized in the Temporary
Dams Modification Project

October 29, 2009

Samples Collected and Calculations Performed By: John Lane

Calculations Reviewed and Report Written By: J. David Lane Jr.

Wuv\
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Moisture-Density Relationships for Sand Utilized in the Temporary
Dams Modification Project

Purpose

The determination of moisture-density relationships of sand utilized in conjunction wi_th HESCO
Concertainers® at Cherokee, Fort Loudoun, Tellico, and Watts Bar Dams. The moisture-density
relationships calculated will provide an optimum moisture content percentage to maximum unit
weight.

After the optimum moisture content is reached, the unit weight of sand decreases as the moisture
content increases for well-graded sands. In the case of poorly-graded sands, the optimum
moisture content is not able to be determined because of their free-draining nature. Sand
gradation was not performed in this study because it was beyond the scope of work, but plays a
role in the differing results between sand types.

Methods »

Sand samples were collected onsite at Cherokee and Watts Bar Dams for laboratory analysis.
The Fort Loudoun and Tellico Dam sand was collected from the Vulcan Materials quarry located
on Watt Road. Initial moisture content was obtained by ASTM D 2216-05 “Standard Test
Methods for Laboratory Determination of Water (Moisture) Content of Soil and Rock by Mass.”
Moisture-Density relationships for each type of sand were established using Method A of ASTM
D 698-07 “Standard Test Methods for Laboratory Compaction Characteristics of Soil Using
Standard Effort (12,400 ft-Ib/ft> (600 kN-m/m?)).”

Report Orgahization

This report will be divided into sections by dam location with results, moisture-density graph,
and analysis of results. A summary and conclusion of results will be presented prior to the
Appendices.

Appendices

Appendix A contains information submitted from two quarries about the gradation of the
material delivered to Watts Bar Dam, Fort Loudoun, and Tellico Dams. There is no data

pertaining to the density of either sand material.

Appendix B contains calculations for the determination of data points for the moisture-density
curve plots. This includes the moist density, dry density, and dry unit weight calculations.
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Cherokee Dam

Material

Obtained onsite, delivered from Vulcan Materials Morristown (River Bend) quarry, Morristown,

Results

Initial moisture content of sand: 4.1%

Unit weight at initial moisture content: 127.6 Ibf/ft’
Optimum moisture content: 8.7%

Unit weight at optimum moisture: 134.9 Ibf/ft’
Dry unit weight: 108.6 Ibf/ft’

Moisture -Density Relationship for Sand

e Utilized at Cherokee Dam
| ‘ i
135 134.9 1b/ft’ <
/7"\1 .
. N\ y =-0.3505x2 + 6.0782x + 108.56
134 s \ R?=0.99
7/ \ 4

133
- /
B 132 /
<
é 131 /i ¢ Compaction Data
; / Points
2 130 // - Compaction Curve
-

129

/I
128
/
127 é/
126 -
0 2 4 6 8 8.7% 10 12

Water Content (%)
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Analysis of Results

Although a specific test to determine sand gradation was not performed, the results obtained
from the compaction test show that the sand is well-graded and therefore an optimum moisture-
density relationship is obtained. The compaction curve is determined from a second-order
polynomial function to best fit the compaction data points. The R? value of 0.99 shows that the
regression compaction curve fits the actual data points well. The equation can then be used to
determine additional unit weights of this sand at various moisture contents with confidence.
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Fort Loudoun and Tellico Dams

Material
Obtained from Vulcan Materials quarry located on Watt Road, Knoxville, TN.
Results

Initial moisture content of sand: 3.5%
Unit weight at initial moisture content: 111.8 Ibf/ft®
Optimum moisture content: 11.9%

~ Unit weight at optimum moisture: 128.1 Ibf/ft’
Dry unit weight: 95.5 Ibf/ft’

Moisture -Density Relationship for Sand
Utilized at Fort Loudoun and Tellico Dams

130
129 5 ; 73 :
128 128-1r1bf/ft y =-0.2293x2+ 5.4652x + 95.518
@m//' ] R2 = 0.89
127 7 N
126 //
125 | /
124 /
123
122 723
/
121. 7
120
119 /
118

0/

¢ Compaction Data Points

Unit Weight (Ibf/ft3)

Compaction Curve

’ 1.9%
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

Water Content (%)
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Analysis of Results

Although a specific test to determine sand gradation was not performed, the results obtained
from the compaction test show that the sand is well-graded and therefore an optimum moisture-
density relationship is obtained. The compaction curve is determined from a second-order
polynomial function to best fit the compaction data points. The R” value of 0.89 shows that the
regression compaction curve fits the actual data points with relative confidence. The equation
can then be used to determine additional unit weights of this sand material at various moisture
contents. :
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Watts Bar Dam

Material )

Obtained onsite, delivered from Vulcan Materials quarry located in Dayton, TN.
Results

Initial moisture content of sand: 4.7%

Unit weight at initial moisture content: 112.8 Ibf/f’
Optimum moisture content: NA

Unit weight at optimum moisture: NA

Dry unit weight: 106.2 Ibf/ft’

Moisture -Density Relationship for Sand
Utilized at Watts Bar Dam

128
127
126
125
124 -
123
122 //
121 &>
120 /
119
118 7 Compaction Curve
117
116 | ‘S
115 /
114
113
112

i

i

'y
y, y = 0.0089x2+ 1.3635x + 106.2
A R*=0.95

¢ Compaction Data Points

Unit Weight (Ibf/ft?)

0 2 4 6 8 10 . 12 14 16
Water Content (%)



CALCULATION SHEET Page: 186

Plant: FLH TITLE Attachment 7
Calc #: PMF Temporary Modification
ROGGCDX00033320090003 Stability Analysis

. Analysis of Results

Although a specific test to determine sand gradation was not performed, the results obtained
from the compaction test point toward sand that is poorly-graded and therefore an optimum
moisture-density relationship cannot be obtained. The graph presented above is indicative of
free draining sand that does not compact at optimum moisture content.
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The table of results presented below was established conforming to ASTM D 2216-05 “Standard
Test Methods for Laboratory Determination of Water (Moisture) Content of Soil and Rock by
Mass.” Moisture-Density relationships for each type of sand were established using Method A
of ASTM D 698-07 “Standard Test Methods for Laboratory Compaction Characteristics of Soil

Using Standard Effort (12,400 fi-Ib/ft* (600 kN-m/m>)).”

The laboratory tests performed on the sand located at the Cherokee Dam indicate an in-situ unit
weight of over 128,1 Ibf/ft® on the day of sampling. The laboratory tests performed on the sand
located at Fort Loudoun and Tellico Dams indicate an in-situ unit weight of 111.8 Ibf/ft>. The
laboratory tests performed on the sand located at Watts Bar Dam indicate an in-situ unit weight
of 112.8 Ibf/ft>. The moisture content is indeterminate on the sand located at Watts Bar Dam due
to its free-draining, poorly-graded nature.

Unit Unit
Optimum Wi‘tght Initial | Weight
Location of Dry Unit Weight | Moisture Optimum Moisture | at Initial
Sand (bf/ft) Content IV? g Content | Moisture
o oisture o
(%) C (%) Content
ontent ab f/ﬂj)
(Ibf/ft%)
Cherokee Dam 108.6 8.7 134.9 4.1 127.6
Fort Loudoun
& Tellico Dams 95.5 11.9 128.1 35 111.8
Watts Bar Dam 106.2 NA* NA* 4.7 112.8
* Moisture
Content

Indeterminate
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Matenalsy Company

Material Inspection Report Summary

10/23/2009
Plant: Dayton
Product: 30090-10
__Sieve Size  Average % Passing Specifications
3/8" (8.5mm) 100.0 100-100
#4 (4.75mm) 92.9 85-100
#8 (2.36mm) ' 649
#16 (1.18mm) 41.0
#30 (0.6rmm}) 26.2
#50 (0.3mm) 17.5
#100 (0.15mm) 12.9 10-30

#200 (75um) _ 10.55
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11.2.2.1 Moist Density:
M- MY
K

pu=K X — v 3 4

where:
Pe = mistdensity of wmpaaed subspeumn lcompac-

tion painty, four mgmﬁmnt digits, szhm or ke'm”,
M, = mass of nxist 20il in nold and mold, nearest g
Mas = mass of compaction meld, nearest g,
v = wlunc of compaction mold, cm® or m* (see Annex

13, and

X = com’ersim‘: constant, depending on density units

and volure units.

Use | for ofom?® md volume in em™.

Use 1000 for g!em and volume in m*
Use 0.001 for ~.m’c:m and volume in m'
Use 1000 for ke/in’ and valume in em®

11,222 Dry Density:

P .
ps= “w {51

1+—1—Cﬁ

where:
ps = dry density of mmgutmn peint, four significant
digits, gz’gm or kg/m”, and

W= moldmg water content of compaction point, nearest
0.1 %.
1L.2.2.3 Dry Unit Weighs
¥y = K, % p, in Ibff? (6
or
;= K, % py in kN/m®
rhere:
fz = dry unit weight of compacted ﬂperzimen, four sign
cant dlmts, in 1hEEY or KN/m?®,
U, = conversion constant, depending on densit umts
1 it g ¥

Use 62428 for density in gfem?, 01
Use 0.062428 for density in kg/m?, ,
¥, = conversion constant, depending on density units,
Use 9.8066 for density in glem?, 01
Use D.0098066 for density in kw’m

Reference
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ASTM D 698-07, “Standard Test Methods for Laboratory Compac‘uon Characteristics of Soil

Using Standard Effort (12,400 fi-Ibf/ft’ (600 kKN-m/m>))” pp. 8-9
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Attachment 8

Applicability of Fort Loudoun Dam Calculation to Tellico, Cherokee, and Watts Bar Dams
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Attachment 8:

Applicability of Fort Loudoun Dam Calculation to Tellico, Cherokee, and Watts Bar Dams

1.0 Introduction

Of the four projects that require temporary modification to meet their new PMF headwater
elevations, Fort Loudoun is the only project that has atypical applications of the Hesco
Concertainer flood walls. Therefore, the purpose of this attachment is to address the
applicability of the Fort Loudoun calculation to Tellico, Cherokee, and Watts Bar Dams.

2.0 Tellico Dam

As shown on drawings 10W222-1 and 10W222-2, the temporary flood wall at Tellico Dam is
composed of approximately 6,500-feet of 4-foot tall Concertainers. A survey of the route
performed of September 25, 2009, showed that the minimum ground surface elevation
along the flood wall route was 829.75-feet. As shown in Section 6.1 of this calculation, the
single 4-foot Concertainer flood wall has adequate stability to withstand a pool elevation up
to its full 4-foot height. Therefore, the Concertainer flood wall at Tellico Dam can withstand
a headwater elevation of 833.75-feet which exceeds the PMF headwater elevation of
833.34-feet.

3.0 Cherokee Dam

As shown on drawings 10W222-1 and 10W222-2, the temporary flood wall at Cherokee
Dam is composed of approximately 7,000-feet of 3-foot tall Concertainers. A survey of the
route showed that the minimum ground surface elevation along the flood wall route was
1,088.54 -feet. As shown in Section 6.2 of this calculation, the single 3-foot Concertainer
flood wall has adequate stability to withstand a pool elevation up to its full 3-foot height.
Therefore, the Concertainer flood wall at Cherokee Dam can withstand a headwater
elevation of 1,091.54-feet which exceeds the PMF headwater elevation of 1,090.68-feet.

4.0 Watts Bar Dam

As shown on drawing 10W222-1, the temporary flood wall at Watts Bar Dam is composed of
approximately 1,800-feet of 3-foot tall Concertainers. A survey of the route performed of
August 31, 2009, showed that the minimum ground surface elevation along the flood wall
route was 766.65-feet. As shown in Section 6.2 of this calculation, the single 3-foot
Concertainer flood wall has adequate stability to withstand a pool elevation up to its full 3-
foot height. Therefore, the Concertainer flood wall at Watts Bar Dam can withstand a
headwater elevation of 769.65-feet which exceeds the PMF headwater elevation of 768.27-
feet.

The use of Concertainers as additional weight on the heel of the existing flood wall on the
lock side of Watts Bar Dam is shown in calculation RSOWBHROGCDX00033320090006.

5.0 Conclusion

In conclusion, the temporary flood wall configurations at Tellico, Cherokee, and Watts Bar
Dams have adequate stability to withstand their site specific PMF headwater elevations.





