June 9, 2011

Charles H. Rose, MA, MSPH, D(ABSNM)

Executive Director

American Association for Nuclear
Cardiology, Inc.

5660 Airport Boulevard, Suite 101

Boulder, CO 80301

Dear Mr. Rose:

I am writing in response to your letter dated May 17, 2011, in which you expressed concerns
regarding the untimely responses by some Agreement States to licensing action requests.
Specifically, you stated that some Agreement States are not responding to license renewal
requests for “years,” and some are delaying license amendments regarding changes in
Radiation Safety Officer for greater than 90 days following these requests.

As you may be aware, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) maintains oversight of
the Agreement State Programs through the Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation
Program (IMPEP). As part of the IMPEP process, teams comprised of both Agreement State
and NRC personnel perform reviews of all Agreement State’s and NRC Region’s Radioactive
Materials programs approximately every four years. These reviews are performed on-site and
include evaluations of certain “performance indicators” which include the State or NRC'’s
technical quality of the inspection and licensing programs. The IMPEP process is performed in
accordance with specific procedures governing each of the performance indicators reviewed.
Regarding your specific concern, FSME procedure SA-104, provides guidance for reviewing a
program’s Technical Quality of Licensing Actions. All procedures for the IMPEP review process
can be found on the Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management
Programs (FSME) website at http://nrc-stp.ornl.gov/procedures.html#stateagree.

Please note that SA-104 provides the following guidance to the reviewer:

“Licensing actions pending completion for unusually long periods of time (e.g., amendments not
completed for periods greater than six months or renewals not completed for periods over one
year), should be identified specifically, in order to determine whether or not there have been any
safety-significant impacts on each licensee's program.”

IMPEP review teams routinely review the timeliness of licensing actions and have evaluated
potential health and safety concerns if they find licensing actions that are not completed in a
timely manner as described above. IMPEP review teams have identified performance concerns
involving significant licensing backlogs at past reviews and made appropriate
recommendation(s) for the Agreement State to take action. All IMPEP reports and
recommendations are reviewed and approved by a Management Review Board (MRB)
composed of senior NRC managers with an Agreement State manager serving as a liaison to
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the MRB. IMPEP reports for each Agreement State are available on the FSME website at
http://nrc-stp.ornl.gov/reviews.html.

Please notify us immediately if you are aware of a delayed licensing action request which
resulted in or could result in an adverse health and/or safety impact. We hope this has been

responsive to your concern. If you require additional information, please contact me or Michelle
Beardsley of my staff at (610) 337-6942.

Sincerely,

/RA/ by James G. Luehman for

Terrence Reis, Acting Director
Division of Materials Safety
and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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