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The International Basic Safety Standards for Protection against Ionizing Radiation and for the 
Safety of Radiation Sources (the BSS) has been revised. In line with IAEA General Conference 
Resolution GC(50)/RES/10 (2006), a BSS Secretariat made up of representatives of all 
cosponsoring organizations and potential cosponsoring organizations (EC, FAO, ILO, 
NEA/OECD, PAHO, UNEP, WHO, ICRP) have been closely involved in the revision process. 
Since January 2007 more than 50 meetings have taken place which includes drafting meetings, 
BSS Secretariat meetings, meetings held by the cosponsors to obtain feedback from their expert 
groups, and technical meetings.  

After review of the draft BSS by Member States in early 2010 and its approval by the IAEA 
Safety Standards Committees in November-December 2010, the Commission on Safety 
Standards (CSS) on 26 May 2011 endorsed the draft 5.0 of the BSS. A copy of the endorsed 
draft 5.0 is available at the following address: 
 

http://www-ns.iaea.org/committees/bss/default.asp?fd=1035 
 
On 21 April 2011, the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP) issued an 
important Statement on Tissue Reactions which recommends a reduction in the dose limit 
(equivalent dose) for the lens of the eye. The ICRP now recommends an equivalent dose limit 
for workers for the lens of the eye of 20 mSv in a year, averaged over defined periods of 5 years, 
with no single year exceeding 50 mSv. Previously this dose limit was 150 mSv per year. Further 
details can be found in the ICRP Statement at the following address: 
 

http://www.icrp.org/docs/ICRP%20Statement%20on%20Tissue%20Reactions.pdf 
 
The CSS intends to incorporate the revised dose limit for the equivalent dose to the lens of the 
eye into Schedule III of the BSS before its submission to the IAEA Board of Governors. The 
revised dose limits are highlighted in bold characters in Schedule III.  
 
Member States are invited to provide comment on the revised Schedule III by 7 July 2011. Any 
comments, which should be made in English, should be sent through the official channels to the 
IAEA technical officer, Ms Renate Czarwinski of the Division of Radiation, Transport and 
Waste Safety. Ms Czarwinski may be contacted for further information in connection with this 
subject at (0043)-1-2600-22721 or through email at r.czarwinski@iaea.org. 
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Statement by the Commission on Safety Standards 

 

The IAEA’s safety standards are prepared and reviewed in accordance with a uniform process. To 
this end, the Commission on Safety Standards and four Committees (NUSSC, RASSC, WASSC 
and TRANSSC) with harmonized terms of reference were established in 1996. The Commission has 
a special overview role with regard to the Agency’s safety standards and provides advice to the 
Director General on the overall programme on regulatory aspects of safety. 

The uniform preparation and review process involves: organizing expert group meetings; arranging 
at different stages of preparation for the internal review of draft texts; submitting documents to the 
relevant Committee(s) for review; submitting draft texts to the Agency’s Member States for 
comment; planning and coordination to facilitate the co-sponsoring of safety standards and 
submitting the final edited draft of the safety standards1 for endorsement by the Commission before 
publication (see attached flow chart). 

The Commission on Safety Standards stresses the importance of Member States’ comments to the 
preparation and review process for safety standards. The IAEA’s safety standards should not only 
be of the requisite quality but should represent the consensus view of the Member States and should 
address the issues of importance to the Member States. While the Commission, the Committees and 
the Secretariat strive to provide safety standards that satisfy these criteria, the review of draft 
standards in the Member States is an essential stage in obtaining the broadest possible technical 
consensus and the highest possible quality and relevance. 

Member States are also encouraged to provide the IAEA with feedback on the use of the published 
safety standards. The full text of recent safety standards and the status of safety standards in 
preparation are posted on the IAEA’s Web site [http://www-ns.iaea.org/standards/]. The IAEA 
technical officer, Mr. D. Delattre, Head of the Safety Standards and Application Unit of the 
Department of Nuclear Safety and Security, may be contacted for further information in connection 
with this subject at (0043)-1-2600-22696 or through email at d.delattre@iaea.org.   

 

                                                 
1 Safety Guides are published under the authority of the Director General. Safety Fundamentals and Safety Requirements 

publications require the approval of the Board of Governors, after endorsement by the Commission. 
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