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Laws, Regulations, and Guidance

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended (NEPA) 

Requires Federal agencies to consider 
l f denvironmental impacts of proposed agency actions

Full public disclosure
Inform decision-maker 

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)



Laws, Regulations, and Guidance

NRC NEPA-Implementing Regulations
Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 (10 CFR 51)

NUREG-1748, “Environmental Review  Guidance for 
Licensing Actions Associated with NMSS Programs”

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966 (NHPA)



The Environmental Review
Proposed Action 

License Application

10 CFR 51.20 - Environmental Impact Statements (EIS)

10 CFR 51.21 - Environmental Assessments (EA)

10 CFR 51.22 - Categorical Exclusions 



Environmental Resource Areas

Air Quality

Public & 
Occupational 

HealthSocioeconomics

Visual & 
Scenic

Noise

Health
Ecology

Land Use

Environmental Justice

Water  Quality 
& Use

Historic & Cultural 
Resources

Geology & Soils

Source U.S. NRC

Socioeconomics

Transportation
Waste Management



Accept Environmental 
Report , Issue 
Federal Register Notice

Receive 
License Application/
Environmental Report 

Engage Consulting 
Agencies

Perform 
Acceptance Review

Begin EIS Scoping 
Period and Hold Public 
Scoping Meeting

Environmental Review Process - EIS

Publish 
Scoping Summary 
Report

Collect and Review Data/
Identify and Analyze 
Environmental Impacts

Issue Draft EIS 
for Public Comment

Begin Public Comment 
Period and Public 
Meeting on Draft EIS

Revise Draft EIS 
after Considering
Public Comments

Issue Final EIS
NRC
Licensing 
Action



EIS and SEIS recently issued

EPA Reviews/Rates all Federal agencies EISs and SEISs

EPA Region had concerns with NRC’s ISR Uranium 
R S l l EIS

EIS and Supplemental EIS

Recovery Supplemental EISs

“Inadequate” Rating to Draft Supplemental EIS

Requested Draft SEISs be revised and sent out again for 
public comment

NRC interactions with EPA Region have been 
productive, positive, and on-going

Final SEISs adequately address comments



Purpose  
To determine if any significant impact will result from 
the proposed action

If no significant impacts - Finding of No

Environmental Review Process - EA

If no significant impacts - Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI)
If significant impacts - Prepare an EIS
EAs issued
EAs are not required to be issued for public 
comment 
10 CFR 51.33 - Draft FONSI



Environmental Review Process -
Categorical Exclusions

Categories of actions that the Commission has found 
do not individually or cumulatively have a significant 
effect on the human environmenteffect on the human environment
An EA is not required for actions covered by a 
categorical exclusion, except in special circumstances
Proposed Pa’ina Hawaii, LLC Irradiator

10 CFR 51.22(c)(14)(vii) – Irradiators
Environmental Assessment 
Supplement to the Environmental Assessment 



NHPA Section 106 Consultation
NRC follows 36 CFR 800.8 that encourages early 
coordination of NHPA Section 106 and NEPA 
regarding historic properties
Historic property identification is necessary for both 
NEPA and NHPA Section 106 
Consultation

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
Native American Tribes, Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer (THPO)

Section 106 consultations completed and ongoing



Public Disclosure

Inform decision-maker

Summary

Environmental and safety reviews used by decision-maker

Process is important

Other applicable statutes

Need to engage stakeholders early & effectively

12
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