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Background

• Legacy site: complex decom site w/ inadequate financial 
assurance to complete decom

• Experience: undetected and unmonitored contamination 
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(subsurface) has led to legacy sites

• Lessons Learned: surveys need to be done during 
operations while licensee is generating revenue in order 
that adequate funds can be set aside

• DPR to avoid future legacy sites



Decommissioning Planning Rule

• New rule effective 18 months from publication (June 2011)

• Part 20 requires determining extent of contamination, including 
subsurface, & document if requires remediation at license termination 
to meet unrestricted release criteria (25 mrem/year + ALARA) 

• If Part 20 surveys detect contamination & if not corrected would 
require restricted use (a qualified control party w/ boundary), must
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require restricted use (a qualified control party w/ boundary), must 
submit a DFP within one year

• DFP includes DCE which must be based on 3rd party contractor costs, 
contingency factor, and include est volume of subsurface 
contamination that will require remediation for decom

• DCE must be based on meeting unrestricted release unless can meet 
restricted release which requires FA for a perpetuity to cover long-
term care for the site - encouraging early remediation



Decommissioning Planning Rule 

• Update DCE at least every 3 years & at license renewal to include:

– Spills that penetrate the subsurface
– Increased waste inventory
– Increased waste disposal costs
– Facility modifications

Change in possession limits
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– Change in possession limits
– Actual remediation costs that exceed previous estimate
– Onsite disposal
– Use of a settling pond

• Financial Instruments:

– If contact info of bank changes, must submit new instrument within 30 days
– Eliminates escrows, cds, deposits of gov securities & lines of credit



Decommissioning Planning Rule 

• Financial Instruments (cont):

– Now allows guarantees to be combined with an external sinking 
fund

– Must replenish variations in sinking fund balance in a timely 
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manner:

• If drops below 75% of DCE must replenish within 30 days

• If balance is still above 75% of DCE, within 30 days after 
calendar quarter

• Both require licensees to provide written notification to NRC 
stating the new fund balance within 30 days of funding



Guidance

• The Rule is to be published in the FR this month, June 
2011

• The financial assurance guidance will be publish in the 
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g p
FR shortly after the rule, NUREG-1757, Vol. 3, Rev. 1

• NRC plans a Fall 2011 workshop on guidance for the 
Part 20 requirements, workshop dates and location will 
be announced in the FR (DG-4014, for comment about 
September)



Conclusion

Licensee’s should plan for decommissioning 
early on and the DPR codifies a number of 
concepts in order that NRC licensed facilities are 
b tt h t i d d t h bl
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better characterized and to have reasonable 
assurance that adequate funds are set aside for 
decommissioning. 
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