
Emergency Response at Paducah
State/Local Responder and Licensee Perspective

Presented By
Jerome Mansfield

U. S. Enrichment Corporation
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant

June 7, 2011



Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant
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Located on U. S. Department of Energy Reservation, west of Paducah, Kentucky



Overview

• Where are we working? 
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• What are we building?

• What are we learning?



Plant and 
Community Hazards

• Severe Thunderstorms and Tornadoes
• Winter Storms
• Earthquakes

Fi St t l d Wild L d
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• Fires – Structural and Wild Lands
• Hazardous Materials – Radiological and 

Non-radiological
• Power Outages
• Industrial Accidents 
• Security-Related



2009 ICE STORM
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2011 FLOOD
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USEC Paducah Plant 
Emergency Plan

• Emergency Plan Implementing 
Procedures (EPIPs)
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• Plant Emergency Response 
Organization (ERO)

• Off-Site ERO



Plant ERO
• PGDP Emergency Operations 

Center (EOC)
• Field Response Element

8

• Plant Shift Superintendent as 
Incident Commander

• Four Shift Emergency Squads
• Joint Public Information Center 

(JPIC) 



Incident Command
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Field Response

10



Off-Site ERO
• Fire Departments
• Law Enforcement
• Emergency Medical Services – Ground and Air 

Ambulances
• Hospitals Lourdes and Western Baptist
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• Hospitals – Lourdes and Western Baptist
• McCracken County Health Department
• McCracken County Office of the Judge-Executive
• Paducah-McCracken County Office of Emergency 

Management
• U. S. Army Explosive Ordnance Disposal, 
• Ft. Campbell, Kentucky



Off-site Assistance
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Paducah-McCracken County 
OEM Flood Response
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Paducah-McCracken County 
Homeland Security/Local 
Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC)

• County EM Director is Chair
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y

• Local, State and Federal Agencies and 
Private Sector Organizations

• Meets Monthly

• Open Forum for Discussion



Paducah-McCracken County 
EOC Staff
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Kentucky Division of 
Emergency Management

• Regional Response Team Managers
• Coordinates All State Response Agencies
• Administers Commonwealth Emergency 

R C i i
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Response Commission
• Administers Commonwealth Private Sector 

Working Group



Commonwealth 
Emergency Response 
Commission

• Membership – 24 members appointed by the 
Governor
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Governor

• Oversees Kentucky emergency management 
program and SARA III Hazardous Chemical 
Reporting

• Committees – Grants, Response & Planning, 
Training, Hazmat



Commonwealth Emergency 
Response Commission
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GOAL
Working together as a “Team of Teams”
(Joint Efforts by Cooperative Leaders)

Planning Together

Preparing Together
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Responding Together

Recovering Together



Planning

• Meet Face-to-Face Frequently 
• Write It Down 

•Letters of Agreement
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Letters of Agreement
•Operational Plans



Preparing

• Develop and Maintain Common Systems

• Train, Drill and Exercise 
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•Plant ERO 

•Off-Site ERO



Responding

• Determine Mutual Support Objectives for 
a Public or Private Sector Response

• Implement the National Incident
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Implement the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) including 
the concept of Unified Command



Recovering 

• Provide Reciprocal Assistance as 
Necessary and as Practical

• Recovery is Beneficial for Everyone
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Recovery is Beneficial for Everyone



Summary

• Where are we working?
Government agencies and corporations are 
working on the common ground of public safety.

• What are we building?
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• What are we building? 
Our preparedness and response organizations are 
constantly creating a community with a culture of 
response.

• What are we learning?  
We are learning about capabilities, communicating, 
and connecting.
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