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Recent Transitions at the Portsmouth Site

The main process buildings at the Ports gaseous diffusion plant 
were transferred to DOE regulatory authority on September 30, 
2010.  

DOE transitioned the contract activities associated with the O t a s t o ed t e co t act act t es assoc ated t t e
facilities from the United States Enrichment Corporation 
(USEC) to Fluor-B&W Portsmouth, LLC (FBP) on March 29, 
2011. 

The transition of regulatory authority for these facilities and the 
accompanying contract transitions have been successfully and 
safely accomplished through the cooperation of the government 
and corporate organizations.
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Transition in Regulatory Authority September 2010

The transfer of regulatory authority for the GDP facilities required 
changes in two areas.

The regulatory requirements changed from 10 CFR 76 to 10 CFR 830.  
The government oversight and regulatory authority for nuclear safetyThe government oversight and regulatory authority for nuclear safety 
within the deleased GDP facilities transferred from the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE).  

These changes were implemented administratively in accordance with 
the federal code of regulations and through coordination of the NRC 
and DOE regulatory oversight staffs.
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Transition in Contract Activities in the large GDP facilities

The previous transition of contract activities associated with GDP 
facilities represents the initiation of the decontamination and 
decommissioning D&D project activities at the PORTS Site.  

The previous transition of activities in the GDP facilities and the 
provisions of the D&D contract provide DOE PPPO with the necessary 
contract to accept the remaining GDP facilities at the site, and to 
perform the necessary supporting services in the areas of 
infrastructure, safety and security.
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Portsmouth De-lease of Remaining GDP facilities

DOE PPPO is coordinating with the NRC, DOE Nuclear Energy (NE) 
and the United States Enrichment Corporation (USEC) to accomplish 
the de-lease of the remaining GDP facilities at the Portsmouth site. 

d k h h hDOE and USEC are working together to ensure that the remaining 
facilities and materials will be transferred to DOE’s D&D contractor at 
the site, FBP,  while maintaining safe operations.
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Actions to support GDP Certificate Termination

DOE’s contract with FBP includes the D&D of PORTS and the 
provision to provide utility and site services.  Following delease the 
D&D contractor will provide services to USEC in support of the 
American Centrifuge Project (ACP) mission. The D&D contractor will 
be providing services to USEC, and USEC will reimburse the 
DOE/contractor for the servicesDOE/contractor for the services.  

The action of transferring the remaining PORTS facilities into the 
DOE D&D project in conjunction with the other de-lease actions are 
planned to facilitate the termination of the PORTS NRC certificate to 
be a transparent and predictable process.
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Transition of Regulatory Authority

DOE has previously assumed regulatory responsibility for the main 
process buildings at the Portsmouth site and is prepared to perform 
regulatory oversight authority for the remaining GDP facilities. 
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Hiring Actions Taken at the Portsmouth Site

FBP, the DOE contractor responsible for executing the D&D project at 
Portsmouth, has hired or will be hiring most of the USEC employees 
at PORTS.

The hiring is being conducted in two phases. The first phase included 
hiring of the United Steelworkers (USW) personnel effective March 
29, 2011.  The second phase included making offers to USEC salaried 
personnel with a delayed report-in date.
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Conclusion

The PORTS Site mission is shifting from cold shutdown of enrichment 
operations that involved the USEC lease of most site facilities to a 
mission of DOE Environmental Management and the deployment of 
the ACP.
The DOE Environmental Management Portsmouth mission includes 
the D&D of the former GDP facilities, and the operation of the DUF6 
conversion facilityconversion facility.
The termination of the certificate shifts many of the site wide 
programs and services to the D&D contractor.  The impact of the 
transition is anticipated to be minimal due to the similarities in 
regulatory requirements and the reliability of the current site 
programs.
The de-lease actions and the termination of the GDP certificate are 
being implemented in manner that is in the best interest of all parties.
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