
 
 
 

May 19, 2011 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Candace Head-Dylla, President 
Bluewater Valley Downstream Alliance 
P.O. Box 2038 
Milan, NM  87021 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO BLUEWATER VALLEY DOWNSTREAM ALLIANCE LETTER 

DATED APRIL 24, 2011, DOCKET:  040-8903, LICENSE:  SUA-1471 TICKET:  
G20110334 

 
Dear Ms. Head-Dylla: 
 
By letter dated April 24, 2011 (ML111250215), Bluewater Valley Downstream Alliance (BVDA) 
transmitted comments on the content and implementation of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) Remedial System Evaluation (RSE) for the Homestake Mining Company 
(HMC) site.  In addition, BVDA provided a response to U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
(NRC’s) March 7, 2011, letter (ML110400179) to BVDA regarding the statistical analysis used 
as the basis for establishing the background value (and HMC cleanup standard) for the alluvial 
aquifer. 
 
On March 24, 2011, EPA requested that NRC implement a number of recommendations from 
the RSE (ML110960220).  NRC responded to the EPA on April 21, 2011 (ML110740042), 
stating that we agree with some of the RSE recommendations, however the RSE report does 
not provide the level of detailed information that would be necessary to justify imposing the 
recommendations on HMC.  Although NRC acknowledges BVDA’s concerns regarding the RSE 
and background value established for the alluvial aquifer, the staff respectfully disagrees with 
BVDA’s conclusions.  The staff has determined that no information has been presented by 
BVDA which would cause NRC to deviate from the positions taken in our March 7, 2011, or 
April 21, 2011, correspondence.  

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing 
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for 
public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records 
component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
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If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact John Buckley at (301) 415-6607 
or by e-mail to john.buckley@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 

Larry W. Camper, Director 
Division of Waste Management and   
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials  
  and Environmental Management Programs  
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License No.:  SUA-1471 
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Homestake Distribution List  
 
cc:   
 
Sai Appaji 
USEPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Ave, Ste 1200 
Mail Code: 6SF-LT  
Dallas, TX 75202-2733  
 
Jerry Schoeppner 
Mining Environmental Compliance Section 
Ground Water Quality Bureau 
Harold Runnels Building Room N2250  
1190 St. Francis Drive  
P.O. Box 26110  
Santa Fe, NM 87502  
 
Dana Bahar 
New Mexico Environment Department 
Harold Runnels Building Room N2300 
1190 St. Francis Drive  
P.O. Box 26110  
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
 
Angelo Ortelli 
Superfund Oversight Section 
Ground Water Quality Bureau 
Harold Runnels Building Room N2250  
1190 St. Francis Drive  
P.O. Box 26110  
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
 
Water Quality Specialist 
Pueblo of Acoma 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 309 
Acoma, NM  87034 
 
Candace Head-Dylla, President 
Bluewater Valley Downstream Alliance 
P.O. Box 2038 
Milan, NM  87021 
 
Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environmental (MASE) 
P.O. Box 4254 
Albuquerque, NM 87196 
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