May 19, 2011

The Honorable John J. Duncan, Jr.
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Duncan:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your
April 4, 2011, letter forwarding a proposal from Mr. Robert Gentry for disposal of the nuclear
waste resulting from recent events in Japan.

Mr. Gentry suggests encapsulation of high level nuclear wastes in laboratory-synthesized
zircons and placement in deep granite drill holes as a long-term safe procedure for the
containment of such wastes. | know that this process has been discussed in the scientific
literature, but | believe that the exigencies of the situation in Japan may make it an impractical
solution in this case. You mention in your letter that Mr. Gentry also has provided his proposal
to the Japanese government. That should provide a direct opportunity for the Japanese to
independently consider his proposed approach for waste disposal.

Your efforts to deliver this possible solution are appreciated, and we appreciate Mr. Gentry’s
participation in problem solving as a concerned citizen. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me or Ms. Rebecca Schmidt, Director of the Office of Congressional
Affairs, at (301) 415-1776.

Sincerely,
/RA Martin Virgilio for/
R. W. Borchardt

Executive Director
for Operations
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