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Dear Mr. McConnell:

This letter is being submitted by Power Resources, Inc. d/b/a Cameco Resources (Cameco) to
request a meeting with NRC Staff at the Cameco Smith Ranch in situ uranium (ISR) facility in
August 2011. The meeting would allow review of the revised license renewal application prior to
formal submission. On March 17, 2011, Cameco and NRC participated in a public meeting at NRC
Headquarters during which the possibility of pre-submission review was discussed. At that time,
NRC Staff requested that Cameco provide additional justification.

First, unlike license applications for new ISR facilities or license amendment applications at existing
ISR facilities, license renewals require different types of data and a different approach to evaluation.
In contrast to a new application or amendment, the license renewal requires updated descriptions of
operations, tabulation of changes in facility operational and compliance status over time, evaluation
of the past and future adequacy of technical and environmental programs and assessment of both
past and current environmental affects. Further, because the license renewal application is being
combined with a license amendment for the proposed North Butte facility, the mechanics of
combining a renewal with a license amendment add additional complexity.

Second, while NRC guidance for ISR facilities provides some detail as to the types of data required
and the overall approach to the evaluation, many attributes unique to a renewal are not addressed.
The attributes not addressed in the guidance may require NRC Staff clarifications. Pre-submission
clarifications from NRC Staff would help to ensure that the revised license renewal application will
target NRC expectations, will be of high quality and will minimize requests for additional
information (RAIs).

Third, Cameco is aware of at least one previous instance where the NRC Staff conducted a pre-
submission review a license application, and in that instance, the effort promoted the development of
quality application. The review provided the applicant and the NRC Staff with an opportunity to
discuss and clarify issues in a real-time manner that is not possible with repeated RAI and comment
response cycles.

For the above reasons, Cameco believes that a pre-submission review will promote an efficient,
streamlined agency review process with significantly fewer unresolved issues.
Cameco currently plans to have a revised license renewal application ready in August 2011 and is
available to discuss scheduling the review. If you have any questions regarding the Cameco
proposal, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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By this correspondence, Cameco also requests an extension to the NRC deadline (May 5, 2011) for
receipt of the revised license renewal application enumerated in an NRC letter dated February 4,
2011. Cameco agrees to adopt and incorporate the approach to revising the license renewal
application discussed during the March 17, 2011 public meeting, but these revisions will require
substantial effort. For that reason, Cameco requests that the deadline for submission be extended to
sixty (60) days following the pre-submission review. If the pre-submission review does not identify
significant additional effort, the application could be submitted much earlier.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration in this matter. If you have questions or
comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at (307) 316-7588.

Y our ly,

Josh Leftwich
Director, Radiation Safety and Licensing

CC: CR-Cheyenne
CR-SRH


