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February 2, 20 11 Inves tigation Chronology of Events 
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Figure 3: Ava ila ble Capacity, Load and Reserves 
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To ensure re liable recovery from the loss of the two largest generators under normal 

cond itions, ERCOT's mi nimum acceptable leve l ofPR C is 2,300 MW. IfPRC drops 

be low 2,300 MW, ERCOT will init iate Energy Emergency Alert Leve l I. As shown in 

Figure 3, PRC (on the right y·ax is) was less than the ERCOT minimum leve l o f 2,300 

MW from just after 5 a.m. unt il approx imately 12:00 p.m . on February 2nd, dropping as 

low as 445 MW at approx imately 6:25 a.m . 

To provide add itional perspecti ve on the capacity limi tat ions experienced on 

February 2nd, Figure 4 shows the available capacity (online capacity plus offline non· 

spinn ing reserves) and the ERCOT load for the seven days from January 3 I through 

February 6, 20 II . 
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