
May 12, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Mark Kirk 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Kirk: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, I am responding to your letter of April 4, 
2011, forwarding correspondence from your constituent, Mr. Timothy Hoeller.  In his letter  
Mr. Hoeller explains that he has a technology that he believes is well suited for use in the 
nuclear industry, but is having difficulty bringing it to market. 
 
The NRC’s mission is to license and regulate the nation’s civilian use of byproduct, source, and 
special nuclear materials in order to protect public health and safety, promote the common 
defense and security, and protect the environment.  As an independent regulatory agency, we 
do not have a promotional role in the use of nuclear technology; that is the responsibility of the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). 
 
I believe Mr. Hoeller should be in touch with DOE or perhaps the Nuclear Energy Institute, 
which is the policy organization for the nuclear technologies industry, or the Institute of Nuclear 
Power Operations, a not-for-profit organization established to promote increased safety and 
reliability in the operation of commercial nuclear power plants. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Ms. Rebecca Schmidt, 
Director of the Office of Congressional Affairs, at (301) 415-1776. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
      /RA/ 
 

R. W. Borchardt 
Executive Director  
   for Operations 
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