
 
 May 3, 2011 
 
Docket No. 03013584 License No. 52-01946-07 
 
Rafael Rodriquez Mercado, M.D. 
Chancellor 
University of Puerto Rico 
Office of the Chancellor 
Attention:  Radiation Safety Officer 
P.O. Box 365067 
San Juan, PR 00936 
 
SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 03013584/2011001, UNIVERSITY OF 

PUERTO RICO, RIO PIEDRAS, PUERTO RICO  
 
Dear Dr. Rodriquez Mercado: 
 
On March 23 and 24, 2011, Penny Lanzisera of this office conducted a safety inspection of 
activities authorized by the above listed NRC license at your facilities in Rio Piedras, San Juan, 
and Carolina, Puerto Rico. The inspection was an examination of your licensed activities as they 
relate to radiation safety and to compliance with the Commission's regulations and the license 
conditions.  The inspection consisted of observations by the inspector, interviews with 
personnel, and an examination of records.  Additional information provided in your 
correspondence dated April 13 and 14, 2011, was also examined as part of the inspection.  The 
results of the inspection were discussed with you and other members of your organization, at 
the conclusion of the inspection on May 2, 2011, and are described in the enclosed report. 
 
Based on the results of this inspection, five apparent violations of NRC requirements were 
identified.  Specifically, the University of Puerto Rico: 1) did not calibrate a dose calibrator at the 
I. González Martinez Oncologic Hospital in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, as 
required by 10 CFR 35.60(b); 2) did not post the storage location for radiopharmaceutical 
returns with a “Caution Radioactive Material” sign, as required by 10 CFR 20.1902; 3) did not 
label syringe holders containing licensed material with a “Caution Radioactive Material” label, as 
required by 10 CFR 20.1904; 4) did not adequately monitor iodine-131 waste being held for 
decay-in-storage to ensure that its radioactivity cannot be distinguished from the background 
radiation level before disposal, as required by 10 CFR 35.92(a)(1); and 5) did not maintain a 
record of the transfer of depleted uranium in a linear accelerator to an authorized recipient, as 
required by 10 CFR 40.61(a)(2). 
 
Because the NRC has not made a final determination in this matter with respect to the apparent 
violations, a Notice of Violation is not being issued at this time.  You will be advised by separate 
correspondence of the results of our deliberations. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter, its 
enclosure, and your response, if you choose to provide one, will be made available 
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the NRC 
document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC website at  
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http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  To the extent possible, your response should not 
include any personal privacy, proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be made 
available to the Public without redaction. 
 
Current NRC regulations are included on the NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select Nuclear 
Materials; Medical, Industrial, and Academic Uses of Nuclear Material; then Regulations, 
Guidance, and Communications.  The current Enforcement Policy is included on the NRC's 
website at www.nrc.gov; select About NRC; Organization & Functions; Office of 
Enforcement; Enforcement Documents; then Enforcement Policy.  You may also obtain 
these documents by contacting the Government Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-
1800.  The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday (except 
Federal holidays).   
 
No reply to this letter is required.  Please contact Penny Lanzisera at 610-337-5169 if you have 
any questions regarding this matter.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by Marc Ferdas 
 
Marc S. Ferdas, Chief 
Medical Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

 
Enclosure: 
Inspection Report No. 03013584/2011001 
 
cc: 
Jossian J. Pagan-Lisboa, Radiation Safety Officer 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
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Distribution: 
D. J. Holody, RI 
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