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Darrel Wiedeman 
<Darrel.Wiedeman@nrc.gov> 

10/23/2008 11:27 AM

To "NMED@inel.gov" <NMED@inel.gov>

cc

Subject RE: Information request for NMED item 080296

I'll try to answer your questions, The cause of the multiple (92 so far) medical events was a 
compination of: (1) failure to follow procedures, (2) human error on the part of the physician 
inserting the needles, and (3) inadequate procedures to ensure that the administered dose is in 
accordance with the written directive.
 
The standard dose for all the patients was 160 gray (Gy)
 
The dose administered is a hard one to answer because all 92 patients were different.  In 
summary you could say, 57 of the medical events were under doses (less than 80% of the 
prescribed dose), and 35 of the medical events involve a dose to an organ or tissue other than 
the treatment site that exceeds 50 rem to an organ or tissue and 50% or more of a dose 
expected from the administration as defined in the written directive.  Specifically these 35 
reported events involve excessive doses to either the patient's rectum, perineum and/or 
bladder.
 
The standard seed strength was 0.380 millicuries/seed, however, on one occasion they 
received seeds that were 0.509 millicuries/seed.  (note- they didn't check the seed strength 
against what was ordered, and that is an apparent violation) 
 
Also, this will probably result in an AO.  We also hired an NRC medical consultant to review 14 
cases of underdoses and 10 cases of the over doses.  Let me know if you need additional 
information.
 
Also as a side issue, we conducted special inspections at V.A. Philadelphia, PA, Jackson, MS, 
Cincinnati, Ohio and soon Minneapolis, MN and Seattle, WA.
 

Darrel Wiedeman
 
From: Dante C Huntsman [mailto:Dante.Huntsman@inl.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2008 10:06 AM
To: Cassandra Frazier
Cc: Darrel Wiedeman
Subject: Information request for NMED item 080296



 
We need additional information to complete the NMED record identified below. To promptly 
complete the NMED record, we request a reply at your earliest convenience, but no later than 60 
days from the date of this request. 

NMED Item No.: 080296
Licensee/Reporting Party: V.A., DEPARTMENT OF
License Number: 03-23853-01VA
Event Date: 5/5/2008

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUESTED

This may be too early to ask these questions, but just in case the information is avaliable, here 
goes.

What was the cause of these medical incidents (human error, etc.)?

Was the dose prescribed for each patient 16,000 rad?

What was the administered or given dose to each patient?

What was the activity of I-125 seeds given to each patient?

Thank you for your help,

Dante Huntsman 
NMED Project
Dante.Huntsman@inl.gov


