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Congress at the U.S.  

Joint Committee on D3efense production 

DATE: March 25,1974 

SUBJECT: Requesting a copy of your reply to the 

institute concerning the Belefonte Nuclear Plant in 

Jackso-nCountvAlabama.  
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. (I
JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA., CHAIRMAN 
WILLIAM PROXMIRE. WIS.  
HARRISON A. WILLIAMS, JR.. N.J.  
JOHN TOWER. TEX.  
WALA.ACE P. BENNETT. UTAH

(Congre of the Uniteb Atatem 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON DEFENSE PRODUCTION 

(CRATM PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 774. 81 ST CONGRESS) 

WASHINGTOM, D.C. 20510 

March 25, 1974 

Honorable Dixy Lee Ray 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

Dear Dr. Ray: 

I have received a copy of a letter to 
the Atomic Energy Commission from Geothermal
Energy Institute in San Francisco concerning AEC 
Docket Numbers 40-438 and 50-439.  

I would be interested in having a.copy of 
your reply to the institute concerning the Bellefonte 
Nuclear Plant in Jackson County, Alabama.  

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely,

K'

£F :OI .dI L~ Iz~i7~

WRIGHT PATMAN, TEX., VICE CHAIRMAN 
WILLIAM A. BARRETT. PA.  
LEONOR K. SULLIVAN, MO.  
WILLjAM B. WIDNALL, N.J.  
GARRY BROWN. MICH.



MAR 5 1974 

50-209, 50-260 

a4d 30-433V 

lra. Merle T. Englebert 
10105 Toddl i Mil oad, s.E 
Iuntsville, Alabama 35803 

Dear Mrs. Inglebert.  

Te are pleased to respond to your letter of February 11, 1974 to the 
irector for R>ctor Pro"ets stating your opseition of the Tennessee 

nIlley Authority's Bellefonta Nuclear Plant, the Browns Ferry Plant, 

and all other nuclear plants.  

-e recognize that many mt oe of the gneral public, like you, have 

the opinion that too nany nuclear power plants are heing bi1K. !Te 

respect that opinion, but do not share it, We believe the nuclear 

power plants we are licensing are safe 

Th' Atomic Znergy Act of 1954 requiras consideration of those measures 
n-cessary Or nrotectioa o the health and safqty of the- p-ulic o 

carcy out this responsibility, the t Eergy o o conducts a 

letailed review of all anilications for licenses to construct and 
operate nuclear power plauts. The urpose of this detailed review, as 

required by the Atomic Energy Act,-is to assure that the pruposed 

facilities can be built and operated safely at the proposed locations, 
and that all structures, systems, and components important to safety 

will be designed to withstand the effects of accidents, without undue 

risk to the health and safety of the public.  

The safety standards and criteria established by the Commission for 
riew of ;ppolcations for nuclear pownr plants include provisons for 

conservative aesign and operating margins and for redundancy of.  
components and systems to minimiz- the orobability .f an accident 

occurring and the potential consequences to the public if one should 

BMcuW. Thns, lthough th operatin of uclear poer plants iQ no 

opletely risk-free, it i the function of the Reulatory staff of the 

Comission, through the licensing proceas, to assure that applicants and 
licensees take all actions necessary to assure that the risk is extremely 
lOn. it is in this regara that each applicant for a license to covstruct



nd operat1e a cllr wer pl.'Iant isl require to ubmit for CoLmision 

evn thnat mrgency siuion bo. occur, aropiat masres 
al eaken to rotec tublic ha1th naety.  

For the cneice of m.m.Wbers of the pbie a Local .ubli* ; oumn 
.)o (PiDR) has been established a the Sctora Public Libra-7, 1002 
So:.ith Broad Street SLotshoro, Aaama for the BelIefo-e 2lant, anid 

o- -he Athens Public Librarvy, So-uth and .Iorrest, Athens, Alabama for 
th rowns Ferzy Plnt. CQpes of t he copeeapp~licat-ion an F of all 

documents and o rndnac will be ind in the Hibove POR's as well a 

Sin~cerfelyv 
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