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GEOTHERMAL ENERGY INSTITUTE 
680 BEACH STREET, SUITE 426 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94109 
(415) 474-0404 

March 30, 1974 50-438/439 

Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C.  

RE: Proposed Bellefonte Nuclear PowerPlant 
Units I & 2 
Jackson County, Alabama 

Gentlepersons: 19; 

We submit the following comments in response to t 
issuance by your staff of the draft environmental impact state 84 
related to these proposed nuclear reactor-steam generator power 
plants (2 units producing 3600 MW thermal heat and 1221 MW of 
electricity each).  

We are of the opinion that the section on economics 
(9.1.2.1)and costs (10.4) are not adequate enough to be reviewed.  

We question whether the capacity factors of the 
applicant (e.g., 80% for the first 15 years) can be relied upon; 
and whether the staff has taken the rapidly rising costs of uranium 
fuels sufficiently into account; and whether it is proper to rely upon 
the 1970 National Power Survey report as an accurate source of 
information with respect to projected fuel costs; and whether the 
costs of reprocessing fuel or disposing of it have been adequately 
examined.  

The nuclear industry is facing a "reprocessing crunch" 
and the applicant has not taken steps to assure itself of adequate 
reprocessing capacity - nor does it appear that it has secured a 
reliable source of nuclear fuel at a price certain.  

No economic analysis is made of geothermal alternatives.  

We believe it to be a mistake to assume, as the staff 
does, that the fuel and operation costs will not increase significantly 
over the life of the plant in view of general economic conditions and 
industry expectations generally.  

Finally we are of the opinion that the analysis of 
radioactive waste disposals is inadequate. The subject should be treated 
directly and succintly without reference to other documents and the 
facts as to the ultimate disposal of the wastes should be clearly set 
forth.  

Sincerely. 
yurs,


