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Deputy Director for Reactor
Directorate of Licensing

U. S. Atomic Energy Commissi
Washington, D. C. 20545

Dear Sir:

We have been asked to comment on the Draft Environmental Statement related ™t Ut 37
proposed Bellefonte Nuclear Plant recommended by the Tennessee Valley Authority.
After examination of the statement we have concluded that the need for the nuclear
electric generating facility has been overestimated by the utility, in these particulars.

No entry has been made to indicate that the utility has reassessed the growth of
electricity. consumption in the region since the augmentation of a national policy

of energy conservation in November 1973. No entry has been made to indicate that

TVA has reassessed the need for the Bellefonte agricultural acreage to remain in

farm production during the next immediate years to avert a pending food crisis in

the nation and elsewhere. WNo entry has been made to indicate that the utility has

made an effort to revise its rate structure so as to encourage a decrease in electricity
consumption by large industrial users thereby decreasing the need for additional electric
generation. No entry has been made indicating that the utility has made an effort to
revise its rate structure as to reduce need for heavy use of electricity at peak load
times by charging a higher rate for electricity use at those times of day or of the
week. No entry has been made indicating that the utility has made an effort to reduce
rather than increase its reserve margin by a program of intensive inspection and main-
tenance of its existing electric generating facilities.

No entry has been made to indicate that the utility has reassessed its position in the
nuclear electric generating field based on the recurring failures of its nuclear facility
at Browns Ferry, recently causing a shutdown of the facility in a series of many such
failures withiin the past few months of that facility, the doubling of construction and
other costs at its on-going Watts Bar and Sequoyah facilities, and a growirig national
unease concerning the waste, transportation, operation, and construction of nuclear
electric facilities. No entry has been made to indicate the utility has acknowledged
that uranium supplies available to it, according to an Atomic Energy Commission study

of 1974, at currently economically attractive prices, will cease to exist during the
1life of the projected facility. It is questionable that the TVA system will obtain bene-
fits from the Bellefonte facility in terms of available power for consumption. The TVA
system operates primarily and basically, all euphemisms to the contrary, in the state

of Tennessee and fringe areas of serveral neighboring states. There is no indication
that the utility has made any effort to justify its electric generation potential with

a projection of population figures for the future. Assuming that each of seven regions
of the nation acquires an even share of the projected 14 million (U. S. Census, 197h),
the South could expect an increase of 2 million individuals over eight to eleven states.
The utility has made no entry to indicate what portion of that increased population it
plans to serve nor the necessity for the addition of thirteen nuclear electric generating
facilities to serve it nor specifically what part the Bellefonte proposed facility would
serve of that narrow population increase. At present the utility is the world's largest
supplier of electricity in an area consuming less that 7# of the nation's electricity.
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Page Two
Deputy Director for Reactor Projects
March 25, 197h

No entry has been made to indicate what benefits could accrue to the nation from the
use of federal funds for acquisition of land, or construction and operation of a
nuclear facility at Bellefonte for limited use in a small fraction of the nation's
geographic area. No entry has been made ® indicate that the utility has investigated
the use of its 2,000,000 acres for a nuclear facility in place of the privately owned
and not readily available Bellefonte site.
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