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RICHARD BCUMENTHAL
CONNECTICUT

»

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 31, 2011

The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

I am writing to ask for your assessment of the safety and viability of America’s on-site nuclear waste
storage facilities.

As you know, 1019 spent fuel assemblies are currently stored in 43 dry storage casks at the former
Connecticut Yankee nuclear site in Haddam Neck, CT. Several hundred fuel assemblies are also stored in 19
dry storage casks at Connecticut’s Millstone Power Station, and nearly two thousand additional spent fuel
assemblies are stored in the facility’s spent fuel pool. The costs associated with this storage are considerable;
Connecticut’s utility ratepayers spend millions of dollars each year on waste storage—$8 million for the
storage of approximately 412 tons at Haddam Neck alone.

As Congress awaits the preliminary recommendations of the President’s Blue Ribbon Commission on
America’s Nuclear Future, the American public and people of Connecticut deserve to have the answers to
several serious questions relating to the storage of our nuclear waste:

¢ Has the NRC determined how long nuclear waste can safely be stored at reactor sites until a long-term
storage solution is identified?

e Does the NRC have data about how much spent nuclear fuel is currently stored at various sites across
the United States, in both dry storage and spent fuel pools? How often is this data updated?

e What steps has the NRC taken to ensure that these on-site storage facilities, such as the one located in
Haddam Neck, are properly maintained and secured against natural disasters or man-made
catastrophes, including terrorist attacks?

Thank you for your attention to this request and for your continuing work to ensure that America’s nuclear
industry operates in a safe and reliable manner.

Sincerely,

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senate



