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March 16, 2011

The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Mr. Jaczko,

I am deeply saddened by the devastating earthquake and tsunami in Japan, and I commend you
for your agency's efforts to help Japan avert a potentially catastrophic nuclear emergency at the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. But I also have concerns about New Jersey's nuclear
safety and hope you can help me understand our preparedness in cases of emergencies.

It is important that lessons be learned from this tragedy. As you know, just like the Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Station, the Hope Creek and Oyster Creek Generating Stations in my
home state of New Jersey, use the General Electric boiling water reactor (BWR) design and a
Mark I containment system. The Hope Creek station sits adjacent to the Salem 1 and Salem 2
nuclear power stations, in a region which has seen numerous small earthquakes over the past
century. The Oyster Creek Station sits close to the Atlantic Ocean and is regularly under threat
of hurricanes. The Indian Point Generating Stations, just 15 miles north of New Jersey in
Buchanan, NY, sit near two significant fault lines.

In light of these similarities, I would like to know if safeguards are in place at these nuclear
power plants that would prevent what is unfolding in Japan. Specifically, at all nuclear power
generating stations in or near New Jersey:

" Are diesel generators and their fuel supplies protected from floods and earthquakes?
" If diesel generators fail, is there adequate battery backup to ensure power until the main

power source is restored?
* What are these power plants designed to withstand and is the NRC reevaluating these

safeguards in light of current events?

I am also interested to know if the NRC believes this is the time to renew discussion about
whether nuclear power plants using the Mark 1 containment system can continue to operate
safely without modifications or additional safety systems. As you know, there have been
criticisms of the Mark 1 containment since the 1970's and some of these concerns came from
within the NRC.



My goal with this letter is to seek reassurance that New Jersey and its nuclear fleet are as safe as
possible. I look forward to your response and thank you for your continued work to keep
Americans safe.

Sincerely,

United States Senator


