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March 24, 2011

The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

I am writing to request the Nuclear Regulatory Commission immediately stay the license
renewal process for the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant until further studies demonstrate the
plant's design and operations can withstand an earthquake and other potential threats.

As you are well aware, a 2008 California Energy Commission report found very clear
warnings of potential new seismic threats surrounding the Diablo Canyon plant. The report also
determined that the newly discovered Shoreline earthquake fault should be taken into
consideration as part of the license renewal process. In addition to the concerns raised by the
California Energy Commission, the California Public Utilities Commission and the California
Coastal Commission have filed comments in the license renewal proceedings indicating that
many seismic uncertainties remain unstudied and unresolved.

I am very concerned the NRC has not taken action to address the warnings in the Energy
Commission's report, nor has it seriously considered the concerns raised by these state agencies
and the public. Moreover, the NRC continues to support its evaluation of the Shoreline
earthquake fault on an early report based on preliminary findings. Therefore, I request that you
also reconsider my earlier request to ensure the NRC is collaborating with other federal and state
agencies by creating a joint panel to peer review, upon their completion, independent advanced
seismic studies for all onshore and offshore faults in the area as requested by our state regulators
and legislature. The urgency of resolving the state's seismic concerns necessitates the formation
of such a panel of experts. Furthermore, given that the plant's current operating licenses do not
expire for more than a decade, the completion and review of these studies prior to consideration
of any relicensing would not impede any process affecting its ongoing operation.

The NRC has a responsibility to maintain both the reliability and economic viability of
nation's nuclear energy plants, and to ensure the public's health and safety in surrounding
communities is protected. For plants located in seismically active areas, like Diablo Canyon, it is
imperative they are designed with sufficient levels of resiliency against the sort of earthquakes
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experts predict they could experience. Additionally, from what we witnessed in Japan-an
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear accident all occurring in sequence-it is more important than
ever that the NRC demonstrate that it has taken all appropriate steps to safeguard against a
similar occurrence at any U.S. facility.

These safety issues continue to be of great concern to me and my constituents based on a
history of incomplete and faulty NRC oversight of the Diablo Canyon plant. While Pacific Gas

* & Electric has put into place safety measures to address some potential hazards at the plant, there
are simply too many unanswered questions on seismic activity and emergency preparedness for
this licensing renewal process to move forward. Failure to address this issue in a forthright and
transparent manner prior to relicensing is unwise and irresponsible.. It will feed public
uncertainty about the oversight and safety of nuclear energy and could cost taxpayers billions of
dollars to once again belatedly address issues that should have been dealt with beforehand.

Mr. Chairman, you and I agree that nothing is more important than the health and safety
of our communities. For that reason, I request the NRC immediately stay the license renewal
process until it can fully resolve the state's seismic concerns and adopt whatever lessons are to
be learned from the disaster in Japan. My constituents deserve the Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Power Plant be as safe as possible and they are looking to the NRC to do everything within its
power to ensure such a nuclear tragedy does not occur in our community.

I look forward to working with you to ensure that is the case.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress


