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Working Group Meeting Report 
 
 
 

NOTE TO: PROJ0790 
 
FROM:  James Shaffner, Project Manager  /RA/ 

Low-Level Waste Branch 
   Environmental Protection  

  and Performance Assessment Directorate 
Division of Waste management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Program 
 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING AND TELECONFERENCE ON THE LOW-LEVEL 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE (LLRW) STORAGE GUIDANCE WORKING  
GROUP 
 

 
On March 22, 2011, from 10:00 am – 11:30 am, the Office of Federal and State Materials and 
Environmental Management Programs’ staff convened the Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
(LLRW) Storage Guidance Working Group by teleconference.  The meeting was a Category 1 
public meeting.  The primary purpose was to discuss the contents of a proposed Regulatory 
Information Summary (RIS) that will identify the most current guidance available to licensees 
and others regarding extended storage of LLRW. 
 
Teleconference participants are included in Enclosure 1 and a summary of the discussion is 
included in Enclosure 2. 
 
Enclosures:  As stated 
 
CONTACT: J. Shaffner, FSME/DWMEP 
                   (301) 415-5496
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Enclosure 1 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

TELECONFERENCE OF LLRW WORKING GROUP 
March 22, 2011 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS     AFFILIATION 
 
Jim Shaffner      NRC/FSME/DWMEP 
Maurice Heath      NRC/FSME/DWMEP 
Michelle Beardsley     NRC/FSME/Materials and State  

  Agreements 
Steve Williams     NRC/New Reactor Operations 
 
Randy Ragland     NRC/Region I 
Ruben Hamilton     NRC/Region II 
George Varga     State of Pennsylvania, Organization of  

  Agreement States 
Rich Janati     State of Pennsylvania, Organization of  

  Agreement States 
Len Smith      Council on Radionuclides  

  and Radiopharmaceuticals (CORAR) 
Bud Haeger      Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Enclosure 2 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AND TELECONFERENCE ON THE LOW-LEVEL 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE (LLRW) STORAGE GUIDANCE WORKING 

GROUP 
 

March 22, 2011 
 
 
Summary 
 
Mr. James Shaffner provided a brief summary of the purpose of the working group for benefit of 
new participants.  Purpose of the meeting was to review draft Regulatory information Summary 
(RIS) with participants and go over schedule for completion.  The goal is concurrence ready 
draft by May 30, 2011 and final product by August 26, 2011.  Mr. Shaffner reminded participants 
that the RIS was intended to communicate sources of best currently available guidance related 
to extended storage of Low-Level Waste by all types of U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
licensees and it would be a publicly available resource for other stakeholders.  The RIS would 
contain no new requirements or demands for information.  
 
Comments received from Ms. Michelle Beardsley, Mr. Fritz Sturz and Mr. Rich Janati will be 
incorporated. 
 
Mr. Janati noted a couple of areas where the draft RIS could be improved.  He suggested 
abbreviating the ‘History” section.  He also suggested a highlight clarification regarding the lack 
of need to obtain a Part 30 license for reactor waste. 
 
Mr. Janati also noted the need to recognize the environmental protection ramifications of 
extended storage.  Mr. Bud Haeger suggested referencing recent Environmental Impact 
Statements for nuclear power plant relicensing regarding environmental impacts of LLW 
management.  He suggested that conclusions were portable and could serve as references for 
materials licensees.  He agreed to provide specific examples and has done so. 
 
Mr. Len Smith suggested some attention be given possible unique circumstances re:  isotope 
producing reactors.  We may wish to clarify whether these are a unique subset of non-power 
reactors beyond research and test reactors (RTRs).  There may also be some unique waste 
streams beyond the scope of the proposed RIS that need to be addressed separately.   
Mr. Smith also suggested incorporating possible LLW from accelerators into discussion.  He 
noted that while process waste would be short lived; there may be some longer lived activation 
products. 
 
Mr. Shaffner noted the need to provide reference re; financial considerations for stored 
operations waste at NPPs.  NUREG 1307 does not address this aspect of decommissioning.
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Mr. Shaffner noted intention to contact working group members individually for help regarding 
specific sections. 
 
Mr. Haeger, Pillsbury Law, was the only member of the public to participate.  His comments 
were as noted above. 
 
Mr. Shaffner will convene a WG meeting in late May after comments have been incorporated 
and before beginning formal NRC concurrence process. 
 
Follow-up 
 

1. Revise draft RIS based on comments provided and follow-up with other WG members 
who could not participate in today’s meeting. 
 

2. Obtain technical editor review of draft document 
 

3. Schedule follow-up WG meeting in late May time-frame. 
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