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Umted States Department of the Interlor

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

JACKSON MALL OFFICE CENTER
300 WOODROW WILSON AVENUE, SUITE 3185
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39213

June 28, 1983

IN REPLY REFER T0:
Log.. No. 4-3-83-404

0 - 4-9%7 87
Ms. Elinor Adensam, Chief St q& .
Licensing Branch No. 4
Division of Licensing

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: Nuclear Power Plant, Jacksbn County,‘A1abama
| Dear Ms. Adensam:

This responds to your letter of June 15, 1983. We have reviewed the infor-
mation you enclosed relative to the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884,
as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.)..

The Be11efonte Nuclear Plant site and associated transmission line corr1dors
are in areas possibly occupied by several listed species. Although we do not-
have site specific information on distribution of these species which allows
us to precisely identify possible conflicts with the proposed proaect, the
fact that they are known to occur in this general location requires that you
conduct the necessary surveys to determine if the action may affect such -
species. In the event that such an effect is determined to ex1st, consul-
tation with this Service is required.

The bald eagle (Ha]iaeetus leucocephalus), an Endangered species, winters
along the Tennessee River and Guntersville Lake. The green pitcher plant
(Sarracenia oreophila), which is Endangered, occurs in this general area
and could possibly occur in some of the areas where transmission corridors
are planned. The transmission corridors running NNW from the plant site to
Big Coon Creek appears to come very close to the Orcestwell's Cave, which
may be occupied by the Endangered grey bat (Myotis grisescens).

Several Endangered freshwater mussels occur in the Tennessee River. Three
species that have been collected in the vicinity of the Bellefonte Nuclear
_ Plant are Plethobasis cooperianus, Dromus dromas and Pleurobema plenum. It
. will be necessary for you to determine if these or any other Tisted mussel
species occur in the project vicinity and, if present, what effect plant
operation, especially the heated effluent, may have on these species.
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- fYour interpretation regard1ng NRC's respons1b111ty to consult under Section-

7(c) of the Endangered Species Act is incorrect. Since your construction

i initiation date is prior to ‘November 10, 1978, you are exempt from hav1ng

to prepare the biological assessment wh1ch is addressed by 7(c)-and is.
associated with construction projects. However, your requirements under
other parts of Section 7 remain as written.’ Br1ef1y, they consist of a
-determination of effect on 11sted species ‘addressed in this letter, which
will necessar11y be based on a survey which determines their: presence/
absence in areas affected by the prOJect In the event you determine the
proposal "may affect” a Tisted spec1es consultation with th1s Serv1ce is
requ1red : L :

You may contact th1s off1ce for further deta11s if you des1re (FTS 490- 4900)
Your interest in protect1ng 11sted species is apprec1ated

S1ncere1y yours,

Dennié B. Jordan
Field Supervisor
Endangered Spec1es F1e1d 0ff1ce

“cc:. D, FWS, Washington, D.C. (AFA/OES)

‘ RD, FWS; Atlanta, GA (AFA/SE) '
D1v1s1on of Game & Fish, Montgomery, AL
ES FWS Daphne AL
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