
 
 
     March 28, 2011 
 
 
 
Renee Gledhill-Earley 
Environmental Review Coordinator 
NC State Historic Preservation Office 
4617 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4617 
 
SUBJECT: GENERAL ELECTRIC-HITACHI LASER-BASED URANIUM ENRICHMENT 

FACILITY NEAR WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA (STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE TRACKING NUMBER ER 07-2157) 

 
Dear Ms. Gledhill-Earley: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff hereby provides its determination of 
effects regarding the proposed licensing of the General Electric-Hitachi Global Laser 
Enrichment LLC (GLE) facility on the existing General Electric Company site near Wilmington, 
North Carolina (Wilmington Site).  The facility, if licensed, would use a laser-based technology 
to enrich the isotope uranium-235 in uranium hexafluoride (UF6) up to 8 percent by weight for 
use in fuel for nuclear power plants.   
 
No National Register of Historic Places eligible sites have been identified within the area of 
potential effects, thus the NRC concluded in the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
that no historic properties would be affected by the proposed action.  By letter dated June 17, 
2010, the NRC transmitted that finding to your office.  However, as discussed in our phone call 
on March 23, 2011, the NRC staff has changed that determination given the possibility of an 
inadvertent discovery to “no adverse affect.”  The staff’s determination is based on the license, 
should one be issued, containing the following proposed license condition. 
 

Proposed License Condition 
 

Before engaging in any GLE developmental activity not previously assessed by 
the NRC in the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed GE-
Hitachi Global Laser Enrichment LLC Facility in Wilmington, North Carolina 
(NUREG-1938) that would physically disrupt or disturb inventoried cultural sites 
that have been designated eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
pursuant to 36 CFR 60.4, the licensee shall, in consultation with the NC SHPO, 
identify mitigation measures intended to preserve the integrity of these sites.  The 
licensee shall inform the NRC of such mitigation measures prior to engaging in 
any work at the identified site(s). 
 
Any work that results in the discovery of previously unknown cultural artifacts 
shall cease in accordance with GLE Common Procedure CP-24-201, 
Unexpected Discoveries of Artifacts or Human Remains.  The artifacts shall be 
inventoried and evaluated, and no disturbance of the area shall occur in 
accordance with CP-24-201. 
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All activities that affect cultural resources on the GLE site will be included in 
GLE’s annual environmental monitoring report. 
 
Enforcement of this license condition is subject to the scope of the NRC's 
regulatory authority. 

 
The above proposed license condition addresses inadvertent finds within the area of potential 
effects and any GLE developmental activity not previously assessed by the NRC.  The 
proposed license condition has been discussed with and agreed to by the applicant.  
 
As discussed during our March 23, 2011, phone call, please respond in writing to this letter with 
your determination.  Upon receipt of your letter, the NRC will then document completion of the 
Section 106 consultation in the final EIS.  If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Ms. Jennifer Davis, Senior Environmental Project Manager, by 
phone at 301-415-3835, or by e-mail at Jennifer.Davis@nrc.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
      
      
      /RA/ 
      

Kevin Hsueh, Chief 
      Environmental Review Branch B 
      Environmental Protection 
        and Performance Assessment Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 

    and Environmental Protection 
  Office of Federal and State Materials 

        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Docket No.:  70-7016 
 
cc:  See next page 
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cc: 
 
William Szymanski/DOE 
Patricia Campbell/GEH 
Jerald Head/GEH  
Chris Monetta/GEH 
Mike Giles/CFC 
Tom Clements/FOTE 
David Springer/CFRW 
Stephen Rynas/NCDENR  
Jennifer Braswell/New Hanover County 
Christopher O’Keefe/New Hanover County 
Lafayette Atkinson/NCOSH 
Bruce Shell/New Hanover County 
Marty Lawing/Brunswick County 
George Brown/Pender County 
Bill Saffo/Wilmington 
Malissa Talbert/Wilmington 
Wanda Lagoe/NCOSH 
Cameron Weaver/NCDENR 
Emily Hughes/USACE 
Lee Cox/NCDENR 
Chris Coudriet/New Hanover County 
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