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E'11ON COAL and MINERALS COMPANY

POST OFFICE BOX 1314 * HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251-1314 TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT

April 4, 1998

Ms. Georgia Cash - District 1 Supervisor
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
Land Quality Division
Herschler Building, 3-W
122 West 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Ms. Cash:

I would like to thank you and April Lafferty for meeting with me February 25. 1 felt we had a
good discussion about the Highland Reclamation Project (Permit No. 218-C). I thought it
would be worthwhile to memorialize in writing my understanding of our discussions and my
schedule for planned work.

Near Term Land Release

Some land could be released from the mining permit area. This release could include land that
would not be impacted by an alternate reclamation plan for Highland Reservoir. There could
not be any wells or other unreclaimed facilities on the land. An exception would be made for
facilities included in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) reclamation bond.

The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Land Quality Division (LQD) would not
require a new vegetation study of the land to be released. LQD has our study by
Intermountain Resources showing the Highland reclamation has recovered from the 1996

, prairie fire.

LQD would need to inspect.the area to be released this summer to verify the acceptability of
the reclamation.

Exxon would need to provide new Appendices A, B and C to the permit and a new permit area
map. An area east of Highland Reservoir was discussed. I notice that a small undisturbed
area in the southwest part of the mining permit would also be eligible.

Highland Reservoir Studies

Exxon is conducting several studies on the fishery potential of Highland Reservoir. These are
listed below:

Geochemical Model:

Shepherd-Miller, Inc. from Fort Collins is working on a geochemical model of the reservoir
to predict the future concentrations of total dissolved solids (TDS), radium-226 (Ra-226),
selenium and uranium. The model will predict concentrations out to 2000 years.
Shepherd-Miller is collecting sedimentation data from the lake for the model.

9909010257 980404
PDR- ADOCK 04008102
C PDR

A DIVISION OF EXXON CORPORATION

qECYCLEo



Fish Trial:

In our meeting I discussed planting fish as soon as the year 2000 after the sedimentation
data collection this year and a possible fertilizer trial in 1999. The intent of planting fish
would be to collect Ra-226, selenium and uranium uptake data. We will try catching fish
this spring. If this is a success we may decide to not plant fish. Otherwise, the fish trial will
probably be moved up to 1998 to get earlier results. I have been told that the fish would
probably grow enough over one summer for meaningful results.

* Uranium Risk Assessment:

We are collecting information that may be useful in determining on paper the health risk of
eating Highland Reservoir fish due to uranium uptake. We are interested in uranium
because preliminary modeling results suggest the present uranium concentrations will
persist. The preliminary results suggest Ra-226 will remain low and the selenium
concentration will decline significantly over the next decade.

The fish trial may make this exercise unnecessary.

* NRC Alternate Concentration Limit (ACL) Application

Exxon plans to submit an ACL application to the NRC this year. Based on our meeting in
your office it seems there would be value in my preparing a supplemental document
outside the ACL application. The supplement would deal with ground water quality outside
the NRC restricted area. This document would review the data in comparison to Wyoming
ground water standards and baseline data from the aquifer. The reason for keeping this
document separate would be to make it easier to sort out the NRC and LQD issues.

Please let me know if there are any questions on this letter. Once again, thank you for
meeting with me. I found this very productive.

Yours truly,

David M. Range
Senior Staff Engineer

c: L. Z. Krupnik
Janet Lambert - NRC
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