
From: DataQuality Resource 
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:43 AM 
To: Cianci, Sandra 
Subject: FW: Please follow Europe and China's leads and inspect old nuclear 

plants and delay new starts 
 
 
 
From: Karine Michel [mailto:mail@change.org]  
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2011 9:32 AM 
To: DataQuality Resource 
Subject: Please follow Europe and China's leads and inspect old nuclear plants and delay new starts 
 
Dear U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,  
 
Given the worsening Japanese nuclear disaster, I am writing to demand immediate closure of 
U.S. nuclear energy facilities that remain operational after having exceeded their engineered 
operable life. Please immediately close these facilities for inspection in an orderly manner as is 
occurring in Europe. It is the prudent thing to do given many older reactors in the U.S. are of 
similar design as those melting down in Japan.  
 
Japan is facing the worst nuclear crisis since the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Multiple explosions have hit the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant, several reactors have lost their 
cooling systems, raising fears of meltdown(s). Radiation levels have been detected as far as 100 
miles away. Many people have tested positive for radiation exposure, and hundreds of thousands 
of have been evacuated, with the numbers expected to rise.  
 
In the United States, some reactors which have recently had their licenses extended are nearly 40 
years old, and their owners are asking the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for approval to 
extend their lives further. No additional extensions should be granted, and these older reactors 
that have been extended must be taken off line immediately and inspected given recent 
happenings in Japan. Clearly these 1970s vintage era systems were not adequately engineering 
for infrequent but large natural disasters and increasingly human exacerbated events.  
 
Further, it is presumptuous for the federal government to be planning to provide for $36 billion 
in loan guarantees to build still more nuclear plants, when we do not yet have a permanent waste 
repository, or even a plan. We are dooming civilizations for hundreds of thousands of years to 
having to protect and maintain enclosure upon our nuclear waste. Nuclear waste stored on site 
has caught fire in Japan, and the current on site storage across America is completely 
unacceptable. It is not a matter of if, it is only one of when will there be a nuclear disaster in 
America.  
 
All existing nuclear energy plants, waste and weapons are accidents waiting to happen. Nuclear 
complexity, ecological costs, natural disasters and a conflict ridden world show nukes can never 
be safe. The price of nuclear fission is potentially enormous when even one accident happens, 
must less several as now with our Japanese brothers and sisters. In a continually more disorderly 
world, it is clear that no nuclear materials are secured, and that developing countries embracing 



nuclear energy will lead to weapon proliferation and yet more great loss of life from accidents 
and war. But we could choose to ban nuclear materials in their entirety.  
 
It is time for humanity to choose which technologies they allow based upon full preponderance 
of the evidence - and as an ecologist I would predict all but certain similar impacts no matter the 
effort from the introduction of geo-engineering, genetically modified organisms (particularly 
food), nanotech, etc. Nuclear fission has been shown to be deadly in the field of battle, along 
Japan's coastal plains, it's unsecured wastes are growing, and through terrorist and militaristic 
rhetoric regarding their use in an increasingly unstable world.  
 
Please immediately cease extending the licenses of old nuclear power plants, and shut down for 
inspection those which have been extended. We will be calling upon President Obama to 
convene an urgent summit to begin fully dismantling global nuclear weaponry. Some 
technologies such as splitting the atom at their root are anti-human and Earth. Let's get it done, 
ban the bomb, ban nuclear energy, and commit to climate and energy solutions that are serious 
and include life-saving energy conservation, efficiency, carbon taxes & using only true 
renewables. This will soon be the only energy at our disposal if we desire a habitable Earth, and 
we must transform our society accordingly.  
 
Signed,  
 
 
Karine Michel 
Bruxelles, Belgium  
 
 
Note: this email was sent as part of a petition started on Change.org, viewable at 
www.change.org/petitions/ban-nuclear-energy-time-for-true-renewables-only. To respond, email 
responses@change.org and include a link to this petition. 
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