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March 15, 2011

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

The tragedy in Japan and the threat of meltdowns at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station
shine a new light on the need for the heightened evaluation of nuclear power plants within high-population
areas. Followingthe Japan tragedy, it is imperative that the NRC evaluate all possible thieats, including
terrorism, natural disasters, and the challenges that must be met in developing safety standards and evacuation
procedures while determining the re-licensing of the Indian Point Nuclear Facility in Buchanan, New York.

A 2008 study by seismologists at the Columbia University. Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory found
that earthquakes in the New York metropolitan aréa are common and that risks.are particularly high due to
infrastructure and high population. A 3.9 magnitude earthquake occurred in the Atlantic Ocean approximately
80 miles off Long Island as recently as November 30, 2010. In fact, there have been five earthquakes in the
same drea in the past two decades, including a 4.7 magnitude carthquake in 1992.

The Ramapo Seismic Zone is a particular threat because the zorie passes within two miles of Indian
Point. The Ramapo Seismic Zone. includes the Dobbs Ferry fault in Westchester, which generated a 4.1
magnitude earthquake in 1985. The Columbia University study suggests that this patiern of subtle but active
faults increases the risk to the New York City area and that an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 on the
Richter scale is within reach. Disturbingly, Entergy measures.the risk of an earthquake near Indian Point to be
between 1.0 and 3.0 on the Richter scale, despite evidence to the contrary.

As our nation stands ready to assist the Japanese to calm this potential nuclear meltdown and disaster,
we must not let the same mistakes happen on our shores. The NRC should study Indian Point’s risk of and
ability to'sustain a disaster, including the impact of earthquakes and hurricanes, as well as collateral impacts
such as loss of power, inability to cool reactors, and eimergency evacuation routes. The NRC should evaluate
how a similar incident in the New York metropolitan area.could be further complicated due to a dramatically
higher population and the effectiveness of proposed evacuation routes. We simply cannot allow those who
live in the New York metropolitan area to be susceptible to such risks. -

Sincerely,

Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress
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