
 
 March 14, 2011 
 
EA No. 11-031 
Docket No. 03038246 License No. 19-31402-01 
 
Joseph A. Coco 
Senior Vice President, Consulting Division 
Aerosol Monitoring & Analysis, Inc. 
1331 Ashton Road, Suite A 
Hanover, MD 21076 
 
SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 03038246/2011001, AEROSOL 

MONITORING & ANALYSIS, INC., HANOVER, MARYLAND 
 
Dear Mr. Coco: 
 
On January 26, 1011, Farrah Gaskins of this office conducted a safety inspection at the above 
address of activities authorized by your NRC license.  The inspection was an examination of 
your licensed activities as they relate to radiation safety and to compliance with the 
Commission's regulations and the license conditions.  The inspection consisted of observations 
by the inspector, interviews with personnel, and a selective examination of representative 
records.  Additional information provided in the telephone conversation on February 22, 2011, 
between you and this office, was also examined as part of the inspection.  The findings of the 
inspection were discussed with you at the conclusion of the inspection on March 3, 2011. 
 
Within the scope of the inspection, one violation was identified.  Specifically, on January 20, 
2010, an employee of Aerosol Monitoring & Analysis, Inc. used an x-ray fluorescence analyzer 
containing a cobalt-57 sealed source licensed by the State of Maryland within the State of West 
Virginia, a Non-Agreement State, without first receiving approval to do so under reciprocity with 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  This violation was considered by the NRC for escalated 
enforcement because your failure to file for reciprocity denied the NRC an opportunity to inspect 
your licensed activities.  However, in this case, NRC concluded your failure to file for reciprocity 
should be characterized as a Severity Level IV violation because, in accordance with the NRC 
Enforcement Policy, the safety significance of using a millicurie quantity cobalt-57 sealed source 
in the x-ray fluorescence analyzer was low and there were no actual safety consequences from 
your use of the analyzer.  Furthermore, because you identified the violation, you took prompt 
corrective actions for the violation, and the violation has not recurred, NRC has decided not to 
cite the violation.  Your corrective actions included: notification of the State of West Virginia 
when the violation was first identified, documentation of the violation in the Office Safety 
minutes, and development of training to remind all staff about the need to file for reciprocity.  No 
response to this letter is required. 
  
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be 
made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from 
the NRC document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC website at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html 
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J. Coco 
 
Current NRC regulations are included on the NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select Nuclear 
Materials; Medical, Academic, and Industrial Uses of Nuclear Material; then Regulations, 
Guidance, and Communications Page.  The current Enforcement Policy is included on the 
NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select About NRC; How We Regulate; Enforcement; then 
Enforcement Policy.  You may also obtain these documents by contacting the Government 
Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-1800.  The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).   
 
Please contact Farrah Gaskins at (610) 337-5243 if you have any questions regarding this 
matter.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by James P. Dwyer 
 
James P. Dwyer, Chief 
Commercial and R&D Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

 
 
cc: 
State of Maryland 



J. Coco 2 
 
Current NRC regulations are included on the NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select Nuclear 
Materials; Medical, Academic, and Industrial Uses of Nuclear Material; then Regulations, 
Guidance, and Communications Page.  The current Enforcement Policy is included on the 
NRC's website at www.nrc.gov; select About NRC; How We Regulate; Enforcement; then 
Enforcement Policy.  You may also obtain these documents by contacting the Government 
Printing Office (GPO) toll-free at 1-866-512-1800.  The GPO is open from 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
EST, Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).   
 
Please contact Farrah Gaskins at (610) 337-5243 if you have any questions regarding this 
matter.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by James P. Dwyer 
 
James P. Dwyer, Chief 
Commercial and R&D Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

 
 
cc: 
State of Maryland 
 
 
 
 
Distribution: 
D. J. Holody, RI 
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