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Dear Mr. Matthews:

Attached for NRC review and further discussion is draft industry guidance on the process for making
changes during construction (CdC) that require a license amendment. The draft guidance reflects
understandings reached on this matter during our recent public interactions.

We expect that one or more follow-up interactions will be needed to consider NRC staff comments
and assure the clarity and completeness of the guidance. To verify the workability of the guidance
and confirm our common understanding of the process, we recommend those interactions include
tabletopping of examples of potential CdC and how they would be handled under the process
envisioned.

When completed, we plan to incorporate the CdC guidance into new Appendix C to NEI 96-07,
which will provide comprehensive guidance on the change processes for new plants licensed under
10 CFR Part 52. We understand that the staff may be considering development of Interim Staff
Guidance and/or an Office Procedure on the CdC process, and we expect that our further
discussions may be useful in informing these staff activities. To support expected use of the CdC
process, we are committed to working with the staff to assure the process is available for use before
the first COLs are issued later this year.
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We appreciate the constructive series of interactions with you and others of the NRC staff on this
important issue. If you have any questions about the attached draft guidance, please contact me or
Kimberly Keithline (202-739-8121; kak@nei.org).

Sincerely,

s a=dd
Russell J. Bell

Attachment

c: Mr. John R. Tappert, NRO/DCIP, NRC
Mr. William F. Burton, NRO/DNRL/DDIP/NR, NRC
Mr. Earl R. Libby, NRO/DNRL/DDIP/NR, NRC
Mr. Jerry N. Wilson, NRO/DNRL/DDIP/NR, NRC
Ms. Marian L. Zobler, OGC/GCHEA/AGCNRP, NRC
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