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March 7, 2011

The Honorable Gregory Jaczko
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cormnission
Mail Stop 0-16G4
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

We are writing to request that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) require a
nuclear proliferation assessment as part of the process for commercial applications for
enrichment and reprocessing technologies.

Nuclear material and technology continues to proliferate. Last November, North Korea
surprised the. West when it showed a visiting U.S. nuclear weapons expert 2,000
centrifuges to enrich uranium that it had secretly built. In January 2011, the Director
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Yukiya Amano, told an
audience at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, that the IAEA "receives
new information nearly every other day regarding smuggling of nuclear and radioactive
materials."

At a time when the risks of proliferation are increasing, the NRC must take all appropriate
steps to ensure that the nuclear technologies that they license are not diverted to uses thatthreaten the security interests of the United States.

Nuclear proliferation assessments are consistent with the jurisdiction established by the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, which requires the NRC to evaluate whether the issuance of a
license "would be inimical to the common defense and security or to the health and safety
of the public" (42 USC 2133(d)). Such assessments are described in the Atomic Energy..
Act,under Section 123, in the context of U.S. agreements for cooperation with a foreign
nation. In particular, the NRC participated in the nuclear prolifeiation assessment of an
enrichment facility in 1999.

Nuclear proliferation assessments of new nuclear fuel technologies should not be viewed
as an onerous addition to the licensing process. General Electric recently carried out its
own proliferation assessment of its laser enrichment facility being developed in
Wilmington,North Carolina. The assessment was done without creating delays and
without jeopardizing classified or proprietary information.

While nuclear proliferation assessments alone will not curtail proliferation, they can
provide an added layer of protection that can help to restrict the covert spread of advanced
nuclear fuel technologies. We believe that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has the



authority to require such assessments under the Atomic Energy Act'and we ei•iourage the
Commission to take an active role in preventing proliferation,

Sincerely,

U ited States Ra)'s)entative
ADAM SCHIFF
United States Representative


