
 
 

March 22, 2011 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Shana R. Helton, Chief 
                           Rulemaking Branch 
  Division of Policy and Rulemaking 
  Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:      Tara Inverso, Project Manager   /RA/ 

Rulemaking Branch 
      Division of Policy and Rulemaking 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT:                     SUMMARY OF THE MARCH 3, 2011, PUBLIC MEETING TO 

DISCUSS PLANT SPECIFIC EMERGENCY CORE COOLING 
SYSTEM PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS  

 
 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a Category 3 teleconference and webinar on 
March 3, 2011, to discuss the status of the industry’s project plan to provide plant specific 
Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) performance assessments to the NRC.   
 
The NRC staff did not present any material.  The industry provided a presentation which 
discussed the project approach, possible grouping principles, deliverable, and 
milestones/targets. 
 
1.  Industry Presentation 
 
As discussed in previous public meetings, the industry reiterated that the approach for the 
project is to survey plant analyses of record (AOR), and determine allowable local oxidation 
relative to the embrittlement research results.  The survey results would dictate the grouping 
process, and margins to research results (for each group) would be documented in a margins 
assessment report and provided to the NRC.  The industry stated that the grouping has not yet 
been determined, but may be based on methodologies, core size, cladding material, loop 
configuration and ECCS differences.  Survey results may necessitate additional grouping. 
 
The pressurized-water reactor (PWR) and boiling-water reactor (BWR) owners groups’ reports 
will be combined under a Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) cover letter, and submitted to the NRC.  
The report will document how and why plants have margin with respect to the embrittlement 
research findings. 
 
The industry stated that NEI, fuel vendors, and the owners groups are resolving their comments 
on the report.  The project is on schedule to be provided to the NRC in April, 2011.   
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2.  Post-Presentation Discussion 
 
Following the industry presentation, teleconference participants were able to ask questions.  
The NRC suggested it would be beneficial to see an example of the report before it is officially 
submitted to the NRC.  The industry recommended an additional public interaction in April to do 
so.   
 
A representative of the Union of Concerned Scientists questioned whether the NRC was still 
preparing a generic letter.  The NRC staff indicated that the draft generic letter is in the 
concurrence process, and will be presented to the Committee to Review Generic Requirements 
in the near future.   
 
3.  Follow-On Interaction 
 
The meeting attendees discussed the possibility of another public teleconference in April, 2011, 
and another public meeting after project delivery to discuss the reports. 
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ENCLOSURE 

LIST OF TELECONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS, MARCH 3, 2011 
 

                     
Name      Organization  

Harold Scott NRC/RES   
Michelle Flanagan NRC/RES   
Ralph Landry NRC/NRO   
Paul Clifford NRC/NRR   
John Voglewede NRC/RES   
Christopher Brown NRC/ACRS   
Geary Mizuno NRC/OGC   
Tara Inverso NRC/NRR   
Kathleen Parrish APS   
Arif N. Kilic APS   
Robert S. Hicks APS   
Bert Dunn AREVA   
John Klingenfus AREVA   
Kurshad Muftuoglu GE Hitachi   
Ken Yueh EPRI   
Edwin Lyman UCS   
Michael Iannantuonu GE Hitachi   
Darius Ahrar Westinghouse   
Gordon Clefton NEI   
Thomas Eichenberg TVA   
Kurt Flaig Dominion   
Mark Handrick Duke Energy   
Thomas Heng OPPD   
Jeffrey R. Kobelak Westinghouse   
Kaitlyn Holler Westinghouse   
Don Notigan PSEG   
Brandon Weathers Southern Co.   
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